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What if?

Strangely | have much to thank influenza for. Indeed it could be said that | only exist because of the flu.
My granddad returned safely after years of service on the western front in World War | only to lose his
young wife to flu shortly after. She, like other young mothers, was particularly at risk from the influenza
virus of the pandemic of 1918-1919. In those terrible years the iliness killed many adults between the
ages of 20 and 40; the age group it disproportionately hit. My granddad was left a widower, with a small
child to bring up on his own. Those were the circumstances in which he fell in love with a girlfriend of
his own best mate from the trenches — the woman who was to become my grandma. So for those of us
who like to play the game of “what if?” | suppose it’s fair to say that | wouldn’t be here except for what
came to be called “Spanish Flu.”

Musing on the “what if?” several things strike me.

In the small communities in which I've lived and worked Remembrance Day each November has often
caused me a shudder of grief and horror as I've heard the names of those killed in World War | read

o aloud. Usually it is so many names, even from tiny village communities. And also, as in the village in
V- which | was raised, the same surnames may be read out twice, three or even four times. What
devastating loss these ceremonies mark, yet across the globe the flu pandemic killed many more
people than the war. Something like a third of the world’s population contracted the disease.

It appears strange to me that this most devastating disease in human history appears to have almost

= | fallen out of our collective memory. My family’s history means it’s still a reference point for us, though

3 only one of our number directly involved is still living. Surely many others must have similar stories. |

\ 7 | share the worry that the press sensationalise and unduly escalate concerns, nevertheless isn't a proper

- | caution sensible? It seems to me, for example, that temporarily suspending our sharing of the common

%’3&&:‘ = ;;;mﬁf communion cup is a small effort to make for the common good. How effective such a step is must be
GIERLTRE %"; left for others, but shouldn’t Christians be seen to be following advice intended for the good of the whole

community?

| don’t think it an exaggeration to say that my grandma’s marriage rescued my step-aunt. My granddad had gone to war as a
young man with no assets. He had no house of his own and no others means of supporting himself and his child but his
weekly wage. In such circumstances children were often farmed out to distant relatives or sent to live with a family where they
would eventually help with the labour needed for a farm or enterprise. Indeed, some of my grandma’s family were farmed out
in just such a way and throughout her life she was never quite certain how many siblings she had. Others, of course, ended up
in one of the much dreaded workhouses, still operational then. Both my grandparents were determined that such things were
not going to happen to their children. My step-aunt was simply “our first child” from the beginning and she never called my
grandma anything else but “our mam.” In the same | have always thought of her as simply my aunt. Step relationships never
needed to be considered.

What | take from that thought is that what we understand by family is at one and the same time both more fragile and more
tenacious than we often think. It has always been hard to keep a family together, what has changed are the kind of things that
break families apart. In Christian teaching the love that keeps relationships going has always been understood as something
of resolve and the will, rather than what a person falls into. My grandparents’ resolve remains an inspiration to me, and I'm
certain that same kind of resolve remains a powerful force for good in many families. Praise God for the tenacity and
resourcefulness that brings good new things out of troubled circumstances.

| suspect that my granddad didn’t know that his small family had been struck by the second of what were to be three waves of
the pandemic. The virus was called Spanish because Spain, not being involved in the war, had an uncensored press that
reported the disease before others were allowed to do so. It seems that the first recorded cases occurred in an American army
camp in March 1918 and that the movement of troops to Britain might have spread the disease. Army medical personnel had,
however, noted a flu virus circulating in hospital camps in France several months earlier, so the origin and route of its spread is
impossible to trace. For months most people were unclear about the disease and what was happening. Some think that too
much has been said about the current pandemic, but isn't it to our advantage that we know freely and easily where the
disease has got to? Good information is to the advantage of us all. How to use that information with discernment and wisdom
has become a vital skill.

Let's pray that the flu devastation of the last century isn’t repeated in this. And let’'s be seen to be a community of faith alert to
the common good, eager to support one another, and resourceful in promoting the wisdom needed in present
circumstances.

Christopher Burkett
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Join us for

Sunday Lunch

In the Refectory Café

The Refectory is open between
11am and 4pm on Sundays.

A delicious Sunday Lunch will be
served between 12pm and 2.30pm

Congregational Coffee will be available as

usual from 11.15am

to 12pm.

‘Eddie 1z Running’

Commercial Director Chris
Walton caught up with
comedian Eddie lzzard when
he stopped outside the Ca-
thedral on 11 August.

Eddie was running 1100 miles
around the UK to raise money
for Sport Relief.

Eddie says: “l wanted to try
and run around the whole of
the UK. London to Cardiff to
Belfast to Edinburgh and back
to London, running through as
many parts of the UK that lie
in between our 4 capitals”.

Eddie had started the

challenge on 30 July with the aim of running 30 miles a
day, 6 days a week. After one or two injuries, he had to
slow down to a marathon (just 26.2 miles!) each day.
The challenge will take him about 42 days in all.

Eddie was being filmed by a local TV crew next to the
‘Eddie 1z Running’ Ice Cream Van that is accompany-
ing him along the way.

Eddie’s mission statement for his challenge is:

‘WE ARE DIFFERENT, WE ARE THE SAME, WE ARE
UNITED KINGDOM, WE ARE AFRICA, WE ARE
HUMANITY".

If you would like to sponsor Eddie, you can log onto his
website www.eddieizzard.com and follow the Sport
Relief link.

Shop News

Come and take a look
at the Cathedral Shop’
new paua shell
jewellery.

Available in a stunning

range of colours, these

crisp, eye capturing
pieces by English
designers will make
beautiful and special
gifts for any occasion.
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The Cloister Windows

St Ninian (also known as Ringan)

By tradition, first Apostle of
Christianity in Scotland, St Ninian,
founded the first monastery in
Scotland at Whithorn sometime
before the year 500. Ninian’s life
remains a

mystery: judging from his name he
was probably a Briton, and he
seems to have been an exponent
of the

Roman Church, perhaps after
receiving training in Rome, rather
than the early Celtic Church with its
strong ties to Ireland. He was con-
cerned with the implementation of
Christianity north of Hadrian’s Wall
at a time when most of the Caledo-
nian Tribes were still pagan.

Feast Day 16 September




Music News

Saturday Singing Club
The Saturday Singing Club starts its Autumn Term on
Saturday 19th September. More details on page 2.

Cathedral Choir Return

The Lay Clerks, Boy and Girl Choristers return from a well-
deserved Summer holiday on Monday 7 September when
the Lay Clerks will sing Choral Evensong at 5.30pm.

Cathedral Nave Choir Return

The Cathedral Nave Choir year will start with the singing of
the choral services on Sunday 6 September.

We are sorry to be losing a number of choir members who
are taking up various courses in Higher Education. Allyson
Eastwood will be studying Medicine at Birmingham
University, Becky Grant is doing a PGCE at Manchester
Metropolitan University, Joseph Buckmaster (also
Cathedral lay clerk) is studying singing at the Royal
Northern College of Music and Laura Thompson is reading
Ancient History at St Andrews University.

We wish them all the best of luck in their future
endeavours and look forward to welcoming a number of
new members to the choir.

The Friends of Chester Cathedral
Annual Lecture

This year the Friends’ Lecture will be
given by the Rt. Hon Frank Field, MP for
Birkenhead and Lay Canon of Chester
Cathedral. One of Parliament’s best
known Members, Frank Field’s interests
range from local issues to Europe and
since 2005, he has been chairman of the
Cathedral Fabrics Commission for Eng-
land. The subject of the lecture has yet
to be finalised, but is certain to be thought
provoking and stimulating.

Admission is £5.00 pp including light refreshments after the
lecture. Tickets are available from the Admissions Desk in
the Undercroft, 01244 500959 or online at online at
ww.chestercathedral.com.

Don't forget to bring a pen to church.

If you are a UK Tax Payer, your generous

donations go so much (28%) further if you
fill in your details on the GiftAid envelopes provided. Please
don’t use the envelopes if you are not a tax payer as they
do cost a few pence each.
Thank you for your continued and invaluable support.

Education News
Book Sale

A big thank you to
everyone who

supported last month’s
Book Sale. Thank you to
everyone who gave books,
to those who helped sort
them out and man the
stalls, and to everyone who
came and bought them.

Over £800 has been raised, which will be shared be-
tween the Cathedral’s Education Department and link

parish in Kondopoga.

Wonderful Wednesdays

Elizabeth, Ruth, Claire and
Chrissie from the Education team

During the Summer Holi-
days the south transept
has been a hive of activ-
ity every Wednesday.
The education team
have offered a different
craft each week for
families—all which have
a link to the Cathedral-
and are designed to be
both educational and fun
for all ages.

with 2 visitors from Norwich—Isobel

and Joanne Reed.

There has been the
chance to find out about

the stained glass windows and make a small one to take
home. Another week visitors could learn about the beau-
tiful flower arrangements that so enhance the Cathedral
throughout the year and then have a go themselves.

Fish were made and
decorated another Wednes-
day and their use as a
Christian symbol was
explained. The birds and
animals in the

Cathedral and their
symbolism have also
provided a focus on two
other weeks with clay
animals and beautifully
decorated doves being the
object of much enjoyment
and concentration!

Charlotte and Lawrence Fleet
with their fish.

Watch out for details of our next sessions during the
October half term and Christmas holidays.

Chester Cathedral Education Department
and the Friends of Kondopoga present a

Musical Evening
with ‘Going for a Song’
a cappella singing group
plus soloists




The Second Cathedral Pilgrimage to Russi a
August 28 - September 12

The pilgrims will be visiting various projects in St Petersburg
supported by St Gregory’s Foundation, and meeting people who
work with young offenders, disabled children, and residents in
Orphanage no 51, where a remarkable photography club has been
established, to help seriously disadvantaged young people engage
with one another and their environment. Further north in Karelia,
they will be spending five days with the community of the
Cathedral’s link parish of Kondopoga. They will gain further insight
into their various activities, and visit the lakeside dacha they have
built, where they hold their children’s summer and winter camps.

They will visit the village of Girvas, buried deep in the forest, and

the tiny village of Novinka, where in each case, the Kondopoga

community have built a new church and its priests lead worship.
The pilgrims will worship with a Russian Orthodox congregation in St Petersburg, and will
have the great privilege of worshipping with the people from Kondopoga in their new
church—at the time of the first pilgrimage in 2007 it was but a wooden shell. Both the Dean
and Vice Dean are going on the pilgrimage, which is designed to further strengthen the link
which Chapter established with the Kondopoga Parish in 2007 after the first visit.
Please pray for the pilgrims and all those they will meet.

Marking 30 years of

ministry
Stephen Poxon,
President of the
Methodist
Conference 2008-9, will
preach at a Eucharist
for the Feast of Saint
Francis of Assisi on
Monday, 5th

Stephen Poxon with October at 17:30. The

the Archbishop of  service will mark

Canterbury Canon Christopher
Burkett’s thirty years

time of the year has very special
associations for me. Coupled with that,
Stephen Poxon and | were amongst the cast
of a musical life of St Fran-
cis during college days. |
can't say it was great music,
but it was a great experi-
ence for the singers! A dear
friend of ours who was also
in the musical tragically died
soon after. Olive Rolls was a
person with very special
pastoral gifts and

Franciscan themes always
come to mind when | think

The fresh faced
hairy curate of
1979!

Worship in the Cathedral:

Weekdays:
0730 Morning Prayer
(St Anselm’s Chapel)
1230 Eucharist
(1130 on Thursdays)
1730 Choral Evensong (said
service on Wednesdays)

Saturdays:
0900 Morning Prayer
(St Anselm’s Chapel)
0930 Eucharist
1615 Choral Evensong

Sundays:

0800 Prayer Book Communion
Service (said)

1000 Cathedral Eucharist

1130 Sung Mattins (or Prayer
Book Eucharist 3rd &
5th Sundays)

1530 Choral Evensong

1830 Evening Service on 1st
and 5th Sunday in
month

All subject to occasional
variations as published

Opening Hours:

Visitors:
Mon-Sat 0900 - 1700 hrs
Sun 1300 - 1600 hrs

Cathedral Shop:
Mon-Sat 0930 - 1700 hrs

of ministry as a priest .| of her. Those things have been a repeated Sun 1100 - 1600 hrs
Members of thg whole cathedral community spur to my thanks each year for the people
are warmly invited to the celebration. I've had the Refectory:
Christopher writes, “| was ordained in late privilege of serving in ministry. | do hope Mon-Sat 0930 - 1630 hrs
September and presided at the Lord’s Table many cathedral friends will be able to join us | |Sun 1130 - 1600 hrs
for the first time on St Francis’ Day, so this in marking this particular year.”
W& Dates for the Diary In Residence:
SEPTEMBER
. . . . . 1-5 Canon Christopher Burkett
@] -
6 September Natl.onal Holstein Breeders Service  18:30-19:30hrs 6-19 Canon Christopher Humphries
B 12 September Heritage Open Day 20-30 The Revd Christine Bull
St Anselm’s Chapel & The Library 10:00-15:30hrs and the Canons
0 19 September Saturday Singing Club 10:00-11:30hrs OCTOBER
0 25 September ‘Going for a Song’ Concert 1-3 The Revd Christine Bull
In aid of the Cathedral Education Dept 417 ?:rja(:]é?]eTcr::\?(;)rnSennis
and the Friend of Kondopoga 19:30-21:30hrs -
! i p g ) 18-31 Canon Christopher Humphries
0 26 September Pastoral Workers’ Licensing Service 18:30-20:00hrs

0 27 September Choral Mattins

attended by Regional Sheriffs

11:30-12:30hrs
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