
  

 

Worship in the  
Cathedral: 
 
Weekdays: 
0730 Morning Prayer  
 (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
1230 Eucharist  
 (1130 on Thursdays) 
1730 Choral Evensong (said 

 service on Wednesdays) 
 
Saturdays: 
0900 Morning Prayer 
 (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
0930 Eucharist 
1615 Choral Evensong 
 
Sundays: 
0800 Prayer Book Communion 
 Service (said) 
1000 Cathedral Eucharist 
1130 Sung Mattins (or Prayer 

 Book Eucharist 3rd & 
 5th Sundays)  

1530 Choral Evensong 
1830 Evening Service on 1st 

 and 5th Sunday in month 
 
All subject to occasional 
variations as published  

    October 2008 

When Prayer Doesn’t Work 
 
Every year there is a flurry of Media excitement when the latest 
batch of GCSE and A level results is announced, with all its 
political implications, and the inevitable analysis of school 
performance up and down the country.  The focus is all on 
results and outcomes! 
 
Prayer and Outcomes  
The central practise of Christian intercessory prayer is 
subjected to the same kind of analysis, once again with a focus 
on results and outcomes.  We prayed for that drug addict for 
months, but he’s no better.  We prayed for that cancer victim’s 
healing, but she died.  We prayed for their failing marriage, but 
now they’re getting divorced.  
 
What Went Wrong?  
If we focus on outcomes, then we are disappointed when our 
prayers seem to go unanswered, especially when we recall the 
confident statements about the power of prayer in St Matthew’s 
Gospel.  Ask and you will receive!  So, if we don’t receive, we 
are left wondering about whether there is 
something wrong with God, or something 
wrong with us.  Is God cruel?  Is God’s Will 
perverse or inscrutable?  Was my prayer 
selfish?  Was my faith strong enough?  Did I or 
we pray long enough, and hard enough? 
 
The Outcomes Model  
The “outcomes” approach to prayer is based on the foundation 
of power.  God is powerful, and intervenes in the operation of 
the world, to do what the faithful request.  This approach 
usually assumes that the faithful can discern the Will of God in 
any situation.  It’s quite a simple transaction.  If you are the 
right people, and you ask for the right things in the right way, 
then you will get God to give you the right result.  
 
An Alternative Model  

But there is an alternative model of intercessory 
prayer which takes the focus away from outcomes.  
This model has been endorsed by the late Russian 
Orthodox Archbishop Anthony Bloom and by our 
Archbishop Rowan Williams.  This model fits better 
with our experience as Christians, that not all our 
prayer requests are answered by God in the way we 

(Continued on page 2) 

Opening Hours: 
 
Cathedral (for visitors) 
Mon-Sat  0900 - 1700 hrs 
Sun 1300 - 1600 hrs 
 
Cathedral Shop:  
Mon-Sat 0930 -1700 hrs 
Sun 1100 - 1600 hrs 
 
Refectory: 
Mon-Sat 0930 -1630 hrs 
 

In Residence: 
 1-4 Canon Judy Hunt  
 5-18 Canon Chris Humphries 
19-31 Dean Gordon McPhate 
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hope and expect.  
 
In the alternative model, two substitutions 
are made.  Instead of God’s power, the 
emphasis is on God’s love.  Instead of the 
simple transaction of “ask and receive”, the 
emphasis is on “struggle”. 
 
Love and Struggle  
At the centre of our faith is the Cross, and 
the Cross means three things.  First, it is the 
place where God’s love was fully revealed.  
Second, it is where all prayer seemed to fail.  
Third, it is the place where God’s ultimate 
victory over sin, suffering and death was 
achieved. 
 
On the Cross, Christ struggled to hold 
together God and the world, with all its 
problems.  Christ struggled to hold together 

love and suffering, light and darkness in his 
own dying person.  The Cross tells us that 
God wants to be present in all the worst 
places and situations of our world, that 
God’s love wants to establish God’s 
Kingdom everywhere.  There is no place 
where the love of God can’t go! 
     
In our Prayers  
In our prayers we share in Christ’s costly 
struggle on the Cross, and our faith makes 
the Kingdom of God present, and we help to 
hold together God and the world.  When we 
pray, we are ourselves crucified with Christ.  
When we pray, we open ourselves and new 
situations to God.  Faith, hope and love... not 
outcomes.  When we pray we proclaim 
Christ’s resurrection victory and God’s 
presence.     

 
Gordon McPhate 

(Continued from page 1) 

Photo by Janet Walker 

Saints’ Windows in the Cloisters  
Ignatius was a convert from paganism to Christianity.  He succeeded Peter as 
Bishop of Antioch, Syria and served during the persecution of Domitan. During 
the persecution of Trajan, he was ordered to be taken to Rome to be killed by 
wild animals. On the way, a journey which took months, he wrote a series of 
encouraging letters to the churches under his care.   He was the first writer to use 
the term the Catholic Church.  His name occurs in the "Nobis quoque peccatori-
bus" in the Canon of the Mass.  Legend says he was the infant that Jesus took 
into his arms in Mark 9.  

Born:   c.50 in Syria  
Died :  thrown to wild animals c.107 at Rome; relics at Saint Peter’s,  Rome  
Saints Day:  17 October 
Patronage:  against throat diseases 

CONGREGATIONAL LUNCH 
Sunday 5 October 2008 

at 12.30 pm 
in the Refectory 

 
Menu: Hot Buffet, Choice of Dessert, Wine and 

Coffee             
(By ticket only)         

                                        
Adults £6       Children £3  
 
Tickets are now available in the Shop  

A date for your diary 
 
 
The second Cathedral Forum 
meeting this year will take 
place on  Monday 17 
November.  Further details to 
follow in the Notices and 
November Newsletter.        
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I  was born in Bramhall and 
grew up in the south 

Manchester area - but went 
away to school, to Ellesmere 
College when I was 12. I left 
there in 1963 and went into 
the family business based in 
Manchester and Oldham. We 
were wholesale meat 

importers and exporters, trading in meat 
products in bulk from many different parts of 
the world. 
I progressed through the company until in 
1981 when I left to go off to Oak Hill College 
to train for the ministry having been accepted 
by ACCM in the March of that year. 
At the time I left school, my sister invited me 
to attend St Andrew's Church in Cheadle 
Hulme, which she had just started attending 
through her local Crusader Class connection. 
It was on a Youth House Party in Moffat in 
Scotland where I committed my life to Christ in 
1964 and so began my Christian journey. 
As well as serving in the church I also joined 
the local Crusader class and the south 
Manchester Gideons. I suppose these both 
gave me my first experience of ministry and 
mission outside the local church and during 
the late 70's I sensed God calling me to a 
more active ministry.  
In 1968 I had married Elaine whom I met 
through Bramhall Crusaders and we have 
four grown up children and three 
grandchildren. In early 1981 we both 
attended a Marriage Encounter Weekend 
which brought huge benefits to our marriage 
and we currently have an involvement with 
UME in the NW. Elaine has always been a 
great support to me in the ministry. 
Leaving the business and our home 
church and taking the family to London was 
quite tough, but we learnt a lot about faith 
and trusting and I managed to leave three 
years later with a degree and went to the 
Parish of Holy Trinity & Christ Church, 
Stalybridge to serve my curacy.  
As I was looking for my first Parish, my vicar 
left and after a long story I ended staying at 
Stalybridge and served there until 1996 when 
I moved to my present Parish here in Lache-
cum-Saltney. In 1998 I did a Diploma in 

Leadership and Mission through Cliff College 
which had a great effect on me and enabled 
me to develop and grow my vision for the local 
church. 
St Mark's, Lache-cum-Saltney is on the south 
side of the river Dee in Chester and half the 
Parish is in Wales. As well as working with a 
busy Parish, which runs a whole range of 
projects to serve the local community, I am 
also on the Board of Governors in the local 
school and a Trustee of Lache Park Ltd, a 
group which seeks to promote the welfare of 
people in the area and develop it's community 
life. Two years ago I was invited by the City 
Council to serve on the newly formed 
Neighbourhood Management Board, which 
again has been a great opportunity to take the 
church into the community and try to impact 
the local community in different ways with the 
resources and concern of the local church. 
I work with a wonderful bunch of people to 
support and encourage me in the vision we 
have for the Parish (and more especially for 
the Kingdom of God) and I feel privileged to 
serve God alongside them. I am very 
honoured to be invited to be an Honorary 
Canon and look forward to developing new 
links with the Cathedral. 
 
Canon Trevor G N Green 

Meet the Members of our College of Canons 

 There are 
still some 
places left on 
the recently 
advertised 
Pilgrimage to 
Turkey.  
Brochures 
and booking 
forms are 
available 
from Diane 
Jackson at 
the 
Cathedral 
Office, or tel 
01244 
500952 
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The Cathedral Choir term is 
well under way now and we 
are all looking forward to a 
busy and exciting few 
months of music making.  
 
Having said goodbye to Tim 
Linsley in July, we welcomed 
Geoffrey Woollatt, our new 
organ scholar, in September.  
As a former chorister of 
Southwell Minster (where I 
first knew him), Geoffrey was 
adamant then that cathedral 
music was to be his vocation.  
Having then spent his later 
schooling at Chetham’s 
School of Music in 
Manchester, Geoffrey comes 
to us as a gap year scholar, 
before he takes up a place at 
the Royal Scottish Academy 
of Music and Drama in a 
year’s time.  We are 
delighted to have him 
contributing to the worship 
and music of the Cathedral. 
 
We said farewell to a number 
of choristers at the end of the 
summer term.  David and 
Robert Fayle, Edmund Le 
Brocq, Nathan Davies and 
Charlotte Perkins.  We thank 
them for their commitment 
and dedication to the 
Cathedral choir.  Good luck 
to all of them.  This term we 
welcome new probationer 
choristers Harry Burnett, 
Sam Stratton, India Hall, and 
Louisa Cowell. 
 
This month (18th October, 
7.30) the choir are 
performing a major concert 
of thrilling British Choral 
Music.  John Rutter’s Gloria 
is the highlight of the concert, 
complete with brass, organ 
and percussion together with 

Benjamin Britten’s haunting 
Hymn to St Cecilia and 
music by Gerald Finzi, 
Hubert Parry and Edward 
Elgar.  I am very grateful to 
the Friends of the Cathedral 
for supporting this event - 
one not to be missed!  
Tickets are available from 
the Cathedral shop. 
 
On 2nd November at 6.30pm, 
the choir will be singing 
Maurice Duruflé’s sublime 
Requiem for All Souls.  This 
is a beautifully atmospheric 
occasion when loved ones 
are remembered.   

Please do support our 
weekly Thursday organ 
recitals.  It is a rare 
opportunity to hear so much 
contrasting organ music 
played by a whole host of 
players on our magnificent 
Cathedral organ.   
 
At a later time there will be 
more details of forthcoming 
Christmas concerts and 
services.  Thank you to all 
my colleagues and everyone 
who supports the music of 
the Cathedral. 

Philip Rushforth,  
Director of Music 
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The Cathedral Choir 
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T here are now four cleaners at Chester 
Cathedral; Paul who looks after the 

grounds and three sisters, Tricia, Michelle, 
and Kate  
 
The day starts at 7.00 am when the toilets are 
readied for our visitors. The entrances are 
then vacuumed and the glass doors are 
polished to give visitors a good first 
impression. Next the Shop is prepared for the 
public, and then work proceeds on the rest of 
the building. Each day is slightly different so 
that in the course of a week, everywhere is 
cleaned at least once. For instance, the 
brasses are cleaned on a Thursday and on 
Fridays, the flowers are replaced; the 
Cleaners assist the Flower Teams in clearing 
up afterwards. However, the cleaners don’t 
just care for the main Cathedral – there is also 
the Library, Song School, Bell Tower, Office, 
Cloister Room and Education Room to clean! 
In addition, any Cathedral properties that 
become vacant need to be cleaned before 

they can be occupied again.  Sometimes, the 
nave needs to be tidied up after big services 
and the cleaners assist the Vergers in 
straightening it all up again. Work carries on 
during the day – for instance, the toilets are 
checked and tidied every 20 minutes. 
 
Sometimes the cleaners are involved in larger 
scale projects. Old polish and ingrained dirt 
has recently been removed from the marble 
plaques in the Quire, revealing the wonderful 
quality of the carving and tiles. Three of the 
Chapels in the south transept have similarly 
been cleaned and further work will take place 
over time. 
 
The cleaners perform an invaluable function 
and one which is essential to the presentation 
of the building; members of the 
public often mention how beautifully 
the Cathedral is maintained and the 
cleaners are very much part of our 
cathedral welcome. 

A Day in the Life of a Cathedral Cleaner 

Flowering in the 
Garth this Month 
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Embothrium coc-
cineum 'Inca 
Flame' 
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Remembering loved ones on  
All Saints Sunday 2nd November  

 
Each year the Cathedral offers a special opportunity for our own loved ones to be 
remembered by name at the 16.30pm Requiem held on All Saints Sunday Sunday.  
 
This service is enhanced by the Cathedral choir's singing of Duruflés Requiem, thanking 
God for all his saints, especially those friends and family members who have been a 
particular blessing to us.  All are welcome to attend, and to submit names if desired. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Please use this slip and return to Diane Jackson at the Cathedral office, 12 Abbey Square, 
Chester CH1 2HU or send details via email to diane.jackson@chestercathedral.com 
 
Loved one’s name to be remembered:  (please print clearly, as you would like it read out)  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signed ____________________________Your contact details _____________________________ 
 

Lay Canon of Chester Cathedral, MP for Birkenhead 
and former Minister for Welfare Reform 
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Pilgrim Days took place again this year for 
the 11th year in succession.  In the 4 days 
over 700 junior school children from Cheshire 
and Merseyside came to the Cathedral for a 
day of hands on learning and fun.  They 
learnt about the Cathedral’s history by 
dressing up as monks and meeting the Abbot 
in the Refectory and also by hearing the story 
of St Werburgh (with puppets) in the Lady 
Chapel.  In the Children’s Chapel they had 
the chance to experience the Cathedral as a 
house of prayer, in a quiet time where they 
were able to reflect and pray, amidst the 
bustle of a busy day.  All the children also 
had the chance to do a workshop with 
activities designed to reflect the Cathedral’s 
history and heritage.  These included 
calligraphy, illuminated letters, poetry, sign 
language, heraldry, handbell ringing, 
tapestry, mosaics, screen printing and clay 
tile making.  
 
The organ demonstration remains a very 
popular part of Pilgrim Days and I am very 
grateful to my colleagues in the Music 
Department for providing this.   
 
Each day ended with an act of worship and it 
was good to have the Bishop of Birkenhead 
to lead this on the Monday as well as the 
involvement of the Dean and Canons on the 
other days.  A further day for Sunday 
Schools is planned for the beginning of 
October.   None of this would be possible 
without a team of over 60 volunteers who 
gave willingly of their time and talents.  My 
grateful thanks to them all. (New Volunteers 
are always welcome). 

Visitor from New 
Zealand 
 
The Education 
Department was 
pleased to welcome 
Nicky Lee from 
Christchurch Cathedral, 
New Zealand for three 
days during September.  She was visiting 
the UK as part of “Churchill Fellowship”.  
During her time at Chester she was able to 
participate in Pilgrim Days and also see a 
primary school who were visiting for a day 
and learning about the Cathedral’s 
medieval and monastic history.  
 

Claire Chatterton 
Education Officer 

Education Department 
News 

Pilgrims at work 
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NoticeboardNoticeboardNoticeboard   

 
 2  13.10 Organ Recital in the Nave by  
   Philip Rushforth (Chester  
   Cathedral) 
 4 10-15.30 Pilgrim Day 
 5 12.30  Congregational Lunch in the  
   Refectory 
 7 19.30  The Friends Annual Lecture  
   (see noticeboard above) 
 8 13.00  Bible Talk in the Cloister  
   Room—Elijah and the Widow 
   of Zarapath 
 9  13.10  Organ Recital in the Nave by 
   Geoffrey Woollatt  
   (Chester Cathedral) 
11  19.30  City of Chester Male Voice  

   Choir Concert 
15  13.00  Bible Talk in the Lady Chapel - 
   Elijah and Mount Carmel 
 

 
 

16   13.10 Organ Recital in the Nave by  
   Ian Roberts  
   (Chester Cathedral) 
18  14.15  Readers Licensing Service 
 19.30  Cathedral Choir Concert see 
   p4 
22 13.00  Bible Talk in the Cloister  
   Room—Elijah on the Run 
23   1.10  Organ Recital in the Nave by  
   Roger Fisher (Chester  
   Cathedral 1967-96) 
25 17.00  Matt’s Musical Merriment 
 19.30  Monks Music and Merriment in 
   the Refectory 
29  13.00  Bible Talk in the Lady Chapel - 
   Elijah and the Fight Against  
   Corruption 
30  13.10  Organ Recital in the Nave by  
   Graham Eccles (St Asaph) 

 DIARY DATES 

Friends’ Lecture 2008 
 

Tuesday 7 th October  7.30 pm The Chapter House  �� � � �� � �	 
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Geoff is the Grandson of Joseph Harry Taylor who 

established Taylor's Boatyard in Chester at the start of 

the 20th Century. 

Tickets:  £5.00 per person to include a glass of 
wine /soft dr ink.  

Available (personal callers only) from the 
Cathedral Shop or  on the night. 

 Chester Literature Festival 

Chester oyez! 
 

Vibrant packed weekend of events 

celebrates the spoken word in all forms 

in venues throughout the city centre and 

most are free. 

 
To get a copy of the Chester Oyez! 

Programme mailed to you call 01244 409 

113 or go online to: 

www.chesterfestivals.co.uk/literature for 

a full schedule of events. 

Saturday 18 th October 

1.00pm – 2.00 pm In the beginning…  

 
Revel in and be astounded by the drama 

and remarkable poetry of the world’s 

bestselling book with Canon Trevor Dennis 
and Nick Fry. In the Cloister Room 

An event in Chester Oyez!  Free admission to this event 
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