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Morship in the
Cathedral:

Weekdays:
0730 Morning Prayer
(St Anselm’s Chapel)
1230 Eucharist
(1130 on Thursdays)
1730 Choral Evensong (said
service on Wednesdays)

Saturdays:
0900 Morning Prayer
(St Anselm’s Chapel)
0930 Eucharist
1615 Choral Evensong

Sundays:

0800 Prayer Book Communion
Service (said)

1000 Cathedral Eucharist

1130 Sung Mattins (or Prayer
Book Eucharist 3rd &
5th Sundays)

1530 Choral Evensong

1830 Evening Service on 1st
and 5th Sunday in month

All subject to occasional
variations as published

Opening Hours:

Cathedral (for visitors)
Mon-Sat 0900 - 1700 hrs
Sun 1300 - 1600 hrs

Cathedral Shop:
Mon-Sat 0930 -1700 hrs
Sun 1100 - 1600 hrs

Refectory:

Mon-Sat 0930 -1630 hrs

In Residence:

1 Dean Gordon McPhate
2-15 Canon Trevor Dennis
16-29 Canon Christopher Burkett

Q Canon Chris HumphrieS/

Chester Cathedral Office, 12 Abbey Square, Chester,

E.mail: office@chestercathedral.com
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Whose fault is it anyway?

Crash, crisis and credit crunch; how devastatingly negative the
headlines have been in recent weeks. Surely we've all been
touched by the relentless catalogue of money troubles? We had
become used to ideas of value erosion through inflation and the
marketing of debt, but all of a sudden things have shifted way
beyond the percentage points we're used to. What if the loans
are no longer available at all or the money disappears down some
banking black hole?

Who can fail to be moved by a woman interviewed on the radio
who not only lost her well paid job overnight but also her life
savings carefully divided between an Icelandic Bank and Lehman
Brothers? A friend tells me of an elderly customer who withdrew
everything from his savings account in a High Street bank,
convinced that his cash would be safer under his bed at home.
Such stories make us all jittery. Who isn't scared that we might be
on the verge of a devastating economic depression or even
collapse?

A Christian response that immediately jumps to condemnation
seems to me less than helpful. Typically it goes something like
this: the anxiety over economic uncertainty is a symptom of
wrong-headed priorities, money isn't a spiritual priority and those
with genuine faith don't overly concern themselves about it, and
that in the end it all comes down to personal choices foolishly
made. The Biblical text quoted is often one from the First Letter to
Timothy: 'the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in
their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the
faith and pierced themselves with many pains.' (1 Timothy 6.10)

What really gets to me about that response is its aloofness. It
ascribes to other people motives far baser than those used by the
believing critic. 'They' it suggests are neurotically anxious, greedy
and self-concerned, while 'I'am spiritual, sensible and concerned
about others. This is an instance of the well recognized process
of fallacious attribution of motivation.

The way that process works is best illustrated by an example: a

company offering a large bonus for, say, marketing success might

present what the money means in several different ways. 1. It

could be suggested that it offers the chance to immediately buy

an expensive item like a car or a conservatory. 2. It could suggest
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

the money offers increased security; a nest egg
for a rainy day. 3. It could say this is a very
large bonus that gives a clear signal of just how
much the company values the person who
receives it.

Most people when asked which one of those
presentations appeals most say number 3.
Being recognized as valuable to the company’s
success is the key motivator for most people.
The idea of the bonus appeals to notions of
self-esteem. After all it seems pretty obvious
that a sudden large lift in salary can be easily
and enjoyable spent (visualizing just saving it is
a little more difficult for most!). For me, the
idea of what the bonus says about me as an
admirable worker is the principal motivator.

This is where the process of fallacious
attribution comes in. When asked which one of
the company's presentations would appeal
most to their fellow employees the answer is
invariably number 1, followed by number 2. In
other words, 'I' am motivated by issues of self-
esteem and company benefit; ‘they' are
motivated by greed and selfishness. Baser
motives are attributed to others, and more
worthy motives to oneself.

That fallacious attribution operates so easily in
all our opinions should give us cause to pause
for reflection in the present economic

troubles. The call to punish those responsible
for the credit crash is louder in the United
States than here but nevertheless much
comment has stressed that 'they' got it

wrong and caused all this trouble. This urge to
label others as to blame runs deep and strong
in all of us and obscures our own culpability.

Who can honestly say they haven't at any time
taken advantage of easy credit, bargain

consumables, unjust profit, or ostentatious
purchases in our marketplace of a world where
is seemed the market in all things was king?

As it says in 1 Timothy, the love of money is
indeed a root of all kinds of evil and 'those who
want to be rich fall into temptation and are
trapped by many senseless and harmful
desires that plunge people into ruin and
destruction’ (1 Timothy 6.9). But that should be
read as applying to us not to them. The idea
that markets somehow regulate themselves as
if by magic has turned out to be a heinous
fable. Where all is left to markets the will to self
aggrandizement runs riot in us all. The idea
that all of us acting in self interest is to the
advantage of us all is a dangerous infantile
delusion. How could it be otherwise given the
reality of sin? But again fallacious attribution
works to obscure the reality.

An earnest look at realities is one of the
tradition themes of Advent, but in our modern-
day festivity obsession it generally goes
unnoticed. In earlier times Christians used
Advent not just to prepare for Christmas but
also for the second coming of Christ as Judge
at the Last Day. The themes of their reflections
were death, judgement, heaven and hell. All
topics meant to direct thoughts and actions
towards a serious evaluation of life and the
need of change. Could it be that just such
penitential reflection might help us towards a
reframing of our citizenship in troubled times?
Offering a way out of blaming 'them' and a way
towards creating a new 'us' where profit isn't
the be all and end all?

Responses to this piece are welcome to
theosoc@msn.com

Christopher Burkett

Saints’ Windows in the Cloisters

t Hilda was related to royal families of Northumbria and East Anglia and was

baptised a Christian at the age of 33 with King Edwin. She refounded the Abbey
of Whitby, which became famous for its learning and became Abbess of Whitby. The
ruins of the Abbey are shown behind her in the window.

On the right of the picture there are three ammonites. Legend has it that these were
the snakes of Whitby, which St. Hilda turned to stone, but ammonites were sea
creatures which were extinct long before St. Hilda's time. Ammonites can still be

found in the rocks at Whitby
Saints Day: 17 November
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z FORUM MEETING

S The second Cathedral Forum meeting of the year will take place at 7.00pm in the Chapter
2 House on Monday 17 November 2008, and will include an update on various issues

4
4
g
< reported on at the "main” meeting held in May. 5
4
g
4

zAfter an interval for light refreshments, there will be an opportunity for discussions with
S some of those involved with different aspects of Cathedral organisation and activities. The
S Forum will also need to approve a new Observer at the Chester Deanery Synod.
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Back to Church Sunday

Picture by Tony Clixby, reproduced by per-
mission of the Chester Chronicle

Bishop Peter offers a
champagne toast to some of
those involved in Back to Church
Sunday 2008. The Cathedral
Eucharist on that day saw a 20%
increase in the size of the
congregation.

Restoration of the
Booth Family Memorial

Mr and Mrs Cartlidge being
welcomed by Canon Judy Hunt
in front of one of the Booth family
memoarials in the south transept.
Mrs Cartlidge is related to the
Booth family of Dunham Massey,
and the memorial has been
restored thanks to a generous
donation from the couple.

Distinguished Visitor
from Partner Church

The Most Revd Sir Ellison Pogo,

Archbishop of the Church of

Melanesia, was the preacher at the Cathedral
Communion on 19" October. In his sermon Sir
Ellison spoke of the mutual benefits of our partnership
relationship with Melanesia. Sir Ellison was in the UK
to receive the Cross of St Augustine, one of the
Anglican Church's highest and distinguished awards.
The award is given for conspicuous service to the
Church and the wider community.

Founded by Archbishop Michael Ramsey, the Cross
of St Augustine was first awarded by him on 19
February 1965. It takes the form of a circular
medallion bearing a replica of the 8th Century Cross
of Canterbury and on the reverse is an engraving of
the chair of St. Augustine at Canterbury. The ribbon is
of "Canterbury Blue" and it is worn around the neck by
clergy and on the left breast by lay people.

It is believed Archbishop Sir Ellison Pogo is the first
recipient of the award in the Church of the Province of
Melanesia and the Pacific and Oceania region
including Australia and New Zealand. He received the
award at a ceremony held at in Lambeth Palace on
Friday 17th October 2008.

P




SPIRITUAL ISSUES ADVENT COURSE 2008
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Flowering in the Garth
Garden this month

COPOPPPP000000 0000000000000 9000090999099%99
:Giving: A fresh approach

¢ Time flies! It's now five years since we last had a Christian stewardship initiative;
4 many of you will remember that it was called ‘Responsible Response’.

0000

¥ More recently the need for a new giving initiative has been expressed, so Canon Chris ¢
¥ Humphries approached some members of the congregation to form a steering group ¢
€ to consider the issue again. The group consists of Chris, Bill Hardman, John de New-
¥ town, Carol Sims and Martin Smith, the Diocesan Adviser in Christian Giving.

¢ The congregation-wide initiative will run from February 15" to March 15" 2009.
You will hear from us early in the New Year but in the meantime please pray for this
initiative and for God's guidance for all who are involved in its implementation.

. Carol Sims

0000000000000 00000000000000000000000
Education Department News

00060000

In the last Newsletter the Pilgrim Days for pilgrims, Thomas and Susannah. New
schools were reported. The first Saturday in workshops included the opportunity for the

October saw over 100 excited children, children to learn about the wider world that
from 17 Sunday schools across the diocese, the Cathedral and the Diocese engages
come to the Cathedral for with, including our links with the
their Pilgrim Day. This was Congo, Melanesia and Russia.
organised by the Education The day ended with a service led
Department, in collaboration by the Bishop of Stockport, Robert
with David Bell (Diocesan Atwell. This included singing led
Advisor for Ministry among by Brothers Jeffrey and Nelson
children) and Kirsty from Melanesia with

Montgomery (Parish worker accompaniment on drums by Felix
from St Mary’s, Upton). This Spoor, from the congregation; a
year some changes were made group of children using sign

to the format of the day to language led by Gail Robinson
reflect the fact that Sunday (Diocesan Lay Chaplain for Deaf
school children can attend the Y . and Disabled People) and the
day for several consecutive o ! reading of a bible passage in
years, unlike school children several different languages. Many

who come to the weekday Pilgrim Days just grateful thanks to all the volunteers who
once, when they are in year 5. This year the made this day possible.

children enjoyed some new activities

including doing quizzes about the building Claire Chatterton, Education Officer
when they arrived and meeting 2 medieval



A Day In the Life of the Cathedral Shop

y day begins with my particular challenge as very often
cycling to work, wakes  customers have a very vague idea as to

— I
=
&% me up gets the heart pumping what and when the concert is. There are
@YD

and my only chance of the some most unlikely and amusing
day to see daylight! Sadly descriptions -“Christmas Extravaganza on
however this has been lost to me as my December something” turned out to be The

bike was pinched last week while chained  Spirit of Christmas on 28" November!
to the Cathedral railings!!
L unchtime — often the most enjoyable

The first task of the day is to see who we part of the day when | get to actually

have working in the shop. I rely on the work in the shop — imagine trying to explain
faithful support of our volunteers to to an American who has just asked you
supplement my team. “Are we still in Wales here?” (in thick

American accent) as to why we call a 50p
As | am a morning person, | try to get my piece “fifty p” or pence and not “half a
ordering done first thing before anyone pound.”
else is around. Trying to keep the balance
for our very varied customers, (religious, Reps are very keen to visit, and as
locals, school children, British and foreign ~ Cathedral shops go, Chester is one of the
visitors), requires some clear thinking. They most sought after outlets for their products.

are all looking for something different to These are best left to the afternoon so long

take home, from thimbles to pyjamas! as | do not have a Health and Safety
meeting or account review — yes | have

Orders of course turn into deliveries so budgets and targets too.

there is always a mountain of products L

awaiting processing into the computer, bar- unch is taken somewhere along

coding, pricing and finally displaying. This is the way and by 5.30 | am ready

a time consuming task but essential for to lock up, set the alarm and pedal -

good financial control. oops walk - home.

Oh yes and there is the telephone, queries
and requests for concert tickets. This is a Sue Petranca
Shop Manager

i New Volunteers required for the Shop

Due to illness and heavy commitments, a couple of our volunteers are no longer able to

{ continue supporting in the shop. If you feel you have a few hours to spare on either C
d Thursday or Friday afternoons, please let me know. The shop is preparing for Christmas
 now and it will be bustling with the lead up to this busy time of year. Our volunteers are
N such a lovely group of people and are an essential asset to this part of the

 Cathedral. Working in the shop is a really practical way of contributing to the care of the

Cathedral as of course every penny taken goes towards Cathedral funds. Our current

i helpers will tell you how rewarding it is helping not only local visitors but people from all |
§ over the world. | look forward to hearing from you. Please feel free to call by the shop or B
N if you would like to give me a ring, the new direct number for the shop is 01244 699 049 [
B and | will be able to explain further what is involved.

Sue Petranca, Shop Manager




Praying week by week

Across the course of a week the Cathedral's
notice sheet suggests topics for intercession
ranging from the local community, the dio-
cese, health care, children and education, the
world Church, and ecumenical relationships
locally. These topics are suggested along-
side the daily prayer offered for parishes in
the diocese and the wider Anglican Commun-
ion. Someone asked me why we include
such broad concerns; | think there are six
good reasons:

To embrace the whole of life

Although the globalisation of commercial enter-
prises makes us aware, as never before, that
this earth is a single interdependent whole, our
theological convictions have always insisted
that the love of Jesus embraces all. Our inter-
cessions cannot be about less than the gener-
ous and all-embracing love of God.

As a means of expression

Prayer is a mystery. Indeed much of what we
can say about praying is only making explicit
what it is not. Intercessions are not a way of
informing God, nor a way of persuading God to
act. An all-knowing and ever-loving God needs
neither thing. Intercession rather expresses
both our trust of God and our anxiety and com-
passion for his world. It presupposes that kind
of intimacy that talks easily and confidently.

As an offering of the self

We are the Body of Christ and therefore the
instruments of his action in the world. Prayer is
an expression of that action, which means that
the one who prays is inextricably bound up
with the answer to prayer. Our prayers when
they are 'in Christ' carry us deeply into God's

action in the world. The Anglican spiritual writer
Evelyn Underhill called it 'costly self-surrender
to God for the work he wants done on other
souls.'(Life as Prayer)

It forms in us a way of life

In interceding we are striving to relate issues,
causes, problems and people to what we know
about God and life through the activity of Je-
sus. Bishop John Taylor summed it up in this
way - 'To live in Christ, therefore, is to live in
prayer. Prayer is not something you do; itis a
style of living. '(CMS Newsletter, June 1968)

It is a way of paying attention

In our intercession we strive to give voice to
the enormously varied experiences of human
communities. Our common humanity then be-
comes the stepping-stone to widening our em-
pathy. Such paying attention is only a small
thing but we know that somehow our very hu-
man limitations are linked to God's transcen-
dent and eternal love.

It widens love

Let the last word be that of another well
known guide in the ways of prayer, the late
Gonville ffrench-Beytagh: 'Consider this world
in the present day - the fear, the starvation,
the many kinds of distress and our terrifying
weakness. Some of the trouble exists because
Christians are too damned lazy to pray - |
mean that literally. Jesus loves the whole world
and our concern should reach out towards the
evil and horror of the whole world.' (A Glimpse
of Glory, 1986, DLT)

Lord, teach us to pray. (Luke 11.1)
Christopher Burkett

The Cathedral has received substantive funding from the NWDA to improve the signage in and
around the Cathedral. The intent is to have better directions to the Visitor's Entrance to encourage
more people to come into the Cathedral and, once they are inside, to orientate them and interpret
the Cathedral’s story more clearly. Additionally a consistent format of signs will help in portray a
tidier and less cluttered environment and to present the Cathedral more aesthetically. The NWDA
funding is specifically for signs and must be matched by additional funds. The Friends have offered
a generous proportion of the requisite matched funding, while another £1000 has been raised
through collections at the Mystery Plays and the Cathedral Team’s sponsorship in the Liverpool 10k
run. This leaves £5000 still to find and any contributions (which can be Gift Aided) would be

gratefully received.

Chris Walton
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Concert in the Song School
7 November at 7.30

Performed by students from the Kings
School, Chester

This concert will be an eclectic mix of music,
ranging from piano, jazz and strings.

Tickets are priced at £10 and includes a
glass of wine. Available from the Cathedral
Shop or on the door.

NOVEMBER DIARY DATES

RSCM Service—Eucharist 13  13.10 Organ Recital by Gethin
Sung Requiem with the Davies-Jones (Denmark)
Cathedral Choir 18.30 Fireworks on the Dean'’s Field

Russian Pilgrimage Meeting in
the Cloister Room

University Degree Ceremony
University Degree Ceremony
University Degree Ceremony
University Degree Ceremony
University Degree Ceremony
Organ Recital by Philip
Rushforth (Chester Cathedral)
University Degree Ceremony
University Degree Ceremony
University Degree Ceremony
University Degree Ceremony
Concert (Song School)

Old Choristers AGM (Cloister
Room)

Choral Evensong attended by
Old Choristers

Remembrance Service

Fauré Requiem in the Quire
Pilgrim Day (Bishop Wilson CE
Primary School)

Bible Talk in the Cloister Room

to celebrate switching on of

City lights—please note

Said Evening Prayer

Wedding

Chester Phil Concert

Concert by Candlelight—Nave
Choir

Forum Meeting in the Chapter
House

Bible Talk in the Cloister Room
Organ Recital by lan Roberts
(Chester Cathedral)

Chester Music Society Concert
Friends’ Council Meeting in the
Library

College of Canons Meeting in the
Chapter House

Organ Recital by David Soar
(Cardiff)

Installation of two Honorary
Canons: The Revd Timothy David
Barlow and The Revd David Roy
Herbert

Spirit of Christmas Concert
Advent Carol Service




