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Morship in the

Cathedral:

Weekdays:

0730

1230

1730

Morning Prayer

(St Anselm’s Chapel)
Eucharist

(1130 on Thursdays)
Choral Evensong (said
service on Wednesdays)

Saturdays:

0900

0930
1615

Morning Prayer

(St Anselm’s Chapel)
Eucharist

Choral Evensong

Sundays:

0800
1000
1130

1530
1830

Prayer Book Communion
Service (said)

Cathedral Eucharist
Sung Mattins (or Prayer
Book Eucharist 3rd &

5th Sundays)

Choral Evensong
Evening Service on 1st
and 5th Sunday in month

All subject to occasional
variations as published

Opening Hours:

Cathedral (for visitors)

Mon-Sat

Sun

0900 - 1700 hrs
1300 - 1600 hrs

Cathedral Shop:

Mon-Sat

Sun

0930 -1700 hrs
1100 - 1600 hrs

Refectory:

Mon-Sat

0930 -1630 hrs

In Residence:

1-7 Canon Christopher Burkett
8-21 Canon Chris Humphries
22-31 Canon Judy Hunt

-

Chester Cathedral Office, 12 Abbey Square, Chester,

E.mail:

~

/

office@chestercathedral.com

Prayers across Europe

The season of Lent traditionally calls Christians to refocus on
God “the source of our being, the one for whom we exist”. The
aim is to renew and reinvigorate faith in the lives of individuals
and churches. Bible study is one way. Practical resolutions
change our day to day way of living is another — whether by
giving something up, or by doing something extra for God. And
at the heart of Lenten renewal there needs to be prayer. It's the
perfect opportunity to deepen our prayer life and widen its
scope. So here’s a suggestion ...

It was fascinating for me to attend the Northern European
Cathedrals’ conference in Uppsala, Sweden, last month where
the theme was “The Polyphonic Cathedral” looking at the
variety of ways in which music can be used in a cathedral
setting. The conference was laced with some superb music
from Swedish choirs and from an Orthodox choir from Helsinki,
so there was much encouragement and much to inspire us.
However, the final session was oty I ]

Frucer'd Maortharn

particularly moving as representatives Burops. / 5
from different countries expressed their & o0

concerns of the moment. It struck me T}' 4 JJ 3
that this would provide very good raw SE = T”( g
material for prayer... O e

The Netherlands Increased immigration in recent years
means many races and religions to relate to and minister
to. Seeking to combat secularization by mission in the cities
and church planting.

Denmark 83% of population are church members and pay
the church tax but there’s still a problem of community and
identity ( what it means to be the body of Christ). Also there
are strains on clergy families where more and more young
pastors are women.

Faeroe Islands Having recently become independent
from the Danish church, the Faeroe Language is now
encouraged so new liturgies are needed.

Norway Reforming the language of worship (liturgy) to
give more scope for congregational involvement.

Sweden Trying to discern the right way forward on the
controversial topic of same-sex marriages in church.
Finland Needing confidence and resources to engage
with the debate in society between science and religion,
faith and atheism.

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
Poland Learning how to cope with this message that can be listened to? Might
“damned freedom”! (after so many years music be an important part of this?
of communist rule). It's a wonderful gift
but also a test and a challenge. How do  Bear in mind that most cathedrals at the
we bring mission into this new reality? conference were Lutheran or Anglican.
Germany How do we reach out with the There was only one Roman Catholic

gospel in an increasingly secular cathedral represented on this occasion. We
society? Also, a practical question ... hope that this representation will increase in
“How do you bring new ideas with old future years. So that's something else to
organists?” Il pray about!

Republic of Ireland  Anglicans in
Dublin and across the country are
worried about the possible break-up of
the Anglican Communion. during the rest of Lent. | shall
Scotland The Episcopal church is certainly try to weave them into
relatively small and it would be good if daily prayers at Mattins and
ecumenical contacts and mutual support Evensong. Through Mission
could be strengthened. However, give Societies like Church Mission Society and
thanks for the excellent cooperation in USPG we get regular prayer requests from

the ministry to seafarers in Aberdeen and Africa and Asia. Its not often that prayer

elsewhere. requests come our way from our brothers
England Some excellent ideas and and sisters in Christ in Northern Europe.
initiatives in outreach are hamstrung by  There’s no better way of drawing together
lack of finance. How can we best and making our unity real.

respond to the challenge of

secularization? How can we present a Chris Humphries

Saints’ Windows in the Cloisters

David was born to the Welsh royalty, the son afdkSandde,

rince of Powys, and of St Non, the daughter dfiaftain of
Menevia (western Wales). Grandson of Ceredig, BrafcCardigan.
Uncle of King Arthur.

Following his contribution to the synod of Brevi@Gardiganshire, he
was chosen primate of the Cambrian Church. HeAwelsbishop of
Caerleon Usk, he moved the see to Menevia. Hedegkat the Synod
of Brefi which condemned the Pelagian heresy. ®&ricouraged and
founded monasteries and was the first to buildemcél to Saint Joseph
of Arimathea ’'s wattle church at Glastonbury.

After a vision in his monastery in the Rhos Vallbg,set out next day
with two monks to Jerusalem to aid the Patriandtile there his
preaching converted anti-Christians. Legend dagisdnce while he
was preaching a dove descended to his shouldéote ke had the
blessings of the Spirit, and that the earth rod#ttbim high above the
people so that he could be heard by them all. Asrdilne when was
preaching to a crowd at Llandewi Brefi, people lo@ duter edges could
not hear, so he spread a handkerchief on the gretmad on it, and the

Photo by Janet Walker ground beneath rose up in a pillar so all could.hea
Born: ¢.542 at Menevia (now Saint David’s)
Died: c¢.601 at Mynyw of natural causes irgdrin St David’'s Cathedral,
Pembrokeshire
Saints Day 1 March




Music Department News

Choral Evensong live
broadcast on BBC Radio 3

e are all sitting, waiting for the red

light to come on to show us we are
live on air. The suspense was almost
unbearable. It flashes. Stops. Then lights
up again. We are on air!

On Wednesday 11 February, we sang
Choral Evensong live on BBC Radio 3.
Practising for weeks in advance we all came
together at Chester at 2.00pm for one last
rehearsal. Everything was timed by the
producers and microphones adjusted. We
could all feel the excitement in the air as it
neared 4.00pm. Our break over, we
processed into the service and waited.

We began with the introit, Zum Abendsegen
by Mendelssohn. This was followed by Joe
Buckmaster cantoring the responses by
John Reading perfectly! The psalms for the
evening were psalms 59, 60 and 61 and the
last psalm was unaccompanied meaning we
couldn’t afford to lose concentration! The
Canticles were Walmisley in B flat, a
favourite of many of us and a great big sing
with double choir. Olivia Hunt sang a
beautiful solo in the Nunc Dimittis opening,
in which her voice floated over us. To finish
the evensong we sang the anthem,
Geistliches Lied by Brahms and
remembered all of the German
pronunciations carefully. Mr Rushforth
conducted us with such energy and gusto!

Mr Roberts played the organ voluntary
Sonata No 1 in C minor by Rheinberger.
After playing a whole service without
slipping a single note and to then go on to
play a voluntary, | am told, is torture! It was
a lovely end to an exciting service.

by Emily Burnett,
Head Chorister

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM THE ADMISSIONS DESK




News from our link parish in Kondopoga, Russia

Sarah Dennis, of St Gregory’s Foundation writes...

This winter was a special one in Kondopoga.
For the first time, the parish were able to use
the dacha during the winter for the children's
winter camp, thanks to the impressive
insulation that it now boasts. We are so very
grateful to all of you who have contributed to
the building of the dacha. The dacha is
equipped with a variety of winter sports gear,
and, the children enjoy some very simple
entertainments too.

The children's
Christmas parties
were even more
enormous than
ever before with
over 160 children
(most with
accompanying
adults) attending. The last year has seen
the parish develop their work with local
disabled children, and there was a special
emphasis on including them in the parties
this year.

Indeed the regular Saturday club activities
are now proving so popular that they have
spilled over onto Sundays with ten groups
operating. More adults are also

coming to Parish House at the

weekend, whether it be for

religious instruction, to use the

sewing workshop, or to help out

in general. All this encourages

the adult parishioners to

participate more in the various

social projects, whether that be as
volunteers or with donations.

The greenhouses built more than 10 years
ago are now falling to bits. Thanks to a
generous donor and fundraising at Chester
Cathedral, we are delighted to be able to
finance their full reconstruction, to a much
higher level of productivity. By improving the
design and materials, which will allow a little
heating in spring and autumn, the parish
expects to double the productivity of these
greenhouses. | have myself seen snow in
May in Kondopoga and | have also broken

the ice on puddles on 29th August. If they
can plant out seedlings into a warm
environment in April rather than June, and
keep the plants productive through August
and even September rather than their
stopping in mid-August, they will definitely
have much more food to store in winter, and
better quality, cheaper food for feeding the
homeless, the street children, and the parish
workers.

Father Lev has been in great demand in
various regions of Russia on how to prevent
extremism and inter-ethnic conflicts. He has
taken part in a variety of conferences and
seminars uniting central and local authority
representatives, the police, leaders of local
minorities and religious leaders. He is
working in full cooperation with the
Kondopoga Lutheran priest and Muslim
mufti, advising local authorities about how to
cope with difficult young people. Recent
years have seen an increase in racist
attacks on people from the Caucasus,and
Central Asian republics and on African
students in some areas of Russia, and the
pressure on these communities is likely to
increase in the growing economic hardship.
It is excellent that the authorities
are taking this threat seriously,
and that they are seeking help
from Kondopoga parish, who
have built up experience of
working constructively with
young people.

The new church in Kondopoga is nearing
completion thanks to a great deal of input
from local people to add to the international
donations: local musicians organise concerts
and fund-raising events, local enterprises
donate materials and manpower, and the
local authority organises days on which local
people are encouraged to help on the site.

And the last piece of good news is that
Father Lev and Mother Julia have a new
grand-daughter, Dasha. Dasha was born to
their adopted son, Sergei, and his wife,
Lena, on St Seraphim's Day, 15th January.




Education Dept and Sunday School News

‘ i T children from nine schools took part over the
World to nghts 2 days it ran. They all worked together in a

series of drama workshops during the day
and then put on a performance in the
Cathedral at the end of each day, which was
attended by parents and some visitors. Their
theme was the rights of children, today and
yesterday, and the event marks the 50th
anniversary of the UN declaration of the
Rights of the Child. The team are visiting
Cathedrals and churches across the UK this
year to run this event and Chester was

an event for children and young people took
place in the nave and south transept in
January. It was organised by the Church
Mission Society, in conjunction with the
Education Department here. Nearly 300

fortunate enough to be the second venue
they came to. More details and photographs
of their time both in Chester and other
venues can be found on their website (www.
Youth.cms-uk.org).

_—

\

K The older children
from the Sunday
School enjoyed a

night out ten pin
bowling in January

Claire Chatterton, Education Officer and
Jackie Rainsforth,
Sunday School Group Leader




The Very Revd Ingram Cleasby, former
Dean of Chester and Archdeacon of
Chesterfield, has died at his home in Dent at
the age of 88 after a long iliness.

After a distinguished army career, he
attended Magdalene College, Oxford,
receiving a BA and MA in 1947. After
training for ordination at Cuddesdon
College, he became curate of St Peter’s,
Huddersfield in 1949 and from 1952 — 1956
was Domestic Chaplain to Dr Cyril Garbett,
Archbishop of York; as such he officiated at
the coronation of Her Majesty the Queen
when he carried the processional cross of
York. He then became curate of St Mary’s,
Nottingham as well as the Chaplain of
Nottingham University, moving to
Chesterfield in 1963 as vicar of St Mary’s
and All Saints, with its famous crooked
spire. He was Archdeacon of Chesterfield
from 1963 to 1978. He was appointed Dean
of Chester in 1978 and many will remember

The Very Revd Thomas Wood Ingram Cleasby 1920 — 200 9

him from his time at the Cathedral.

He retired in 1986 and moved to Dent in
Cumbria with his wife, Monica, where he
pursued his interests in wildlife and history.
His health had been failing over the last two
years but he was able to remain at home
with the help of live-in carers and the
support of his family. Monica Cleasby writes
‘We would be pleased if you would join us in
giving thanks for his long and faithful
ministry and his many gifts and
enthusiasms’.

Canon Dennis Kelly writes ‘Ingram Cleasby
was his own kind of Dean and his pedigree
combined scholarship with administrative
ability and an awareness of the pastoral
needs of people in a cathedral City.

Hearing him speak about bereavement from
the point of view of personal experience was
in itself moving and a help to one when in
company with the bereaved. May he rest in
peace’.

Taizé Services at Chester Cathedral

Peaceful music, a space to reflect, time to
catch your breath in a beautiful setting? If
this appeals to you, join us at Chester
Cathedral for a service of prayer in the style
of Taizé. The next one will take place on
Passion Sunday, and the theme will be 'stay
with me.’

whom had never been to church, the Taizé
monks developed simple songs in every
language.

This music allows the repetition of short
accessible texts to sink into the heart of the

An ideal preparation for Passiontide
and Holy Week. Sunday 29" March,
6.30 pm, in the Chapter House,
Chester Cathedral.

Taizé — What's that?
Taizé, a tiny village in France, is the

worshipper without ever becoming a
performance. And, unlike so many
churches, there is no sermon but
plenty of reflective silence.

The songs and prayers of Taizé have
spread all over the world, and the
Chester services will offer a small
taste of this contemplative style of

home of a remarkable monastic
community. For more than forty years, this
has been visited by thousands of young
people every week — attracted not only by
the integrity and inclusiveness of the
brothers, but by the beauty of their worship.
In response to the influx of visitors, many of

worship. Simple and gentle singing,
repeated many times, allows us to relax into
an awareness of the presence of God. Short
prayers and extended silence, evocative
candlelight, along with projected pictures
and recorded music all make this a very
special place to be.




Welcome to
Richard

Richard Axon has joined the Chester Cathedral team in the role
of Cathedral Surveyor. Despite the title, Richard’s main focus is
to manage the Cathedral estate by implementing preventative
maintenance regimes, Making the most of our properties and to
sustain a healthy environment and economic vitality within the
Cathedral quarter over the long term.

Richard has a varied background working within the residential
and commercial property industry for 20 years as an
Architectural Technician and Chartered Building Surveyor. He
has managed architectural schemes, worked nationwide as a
property consultant and was most recently responsible for a
large property portfolio in Manchester.

He says “This challenge is incredibly exciting and I'm looking
forward to the opportunity of working with all the people that
make the Cathedral such a fantastic and rewarding place to be.”

A native plant closely related to the snowdrop. Its habitat is damp shaded river
banks, particularly Alder Carr Woodland, hence its selection for the sunless
and damp north facing wall of the Garth.

In the Garth Garden this Month

Leucojum vernum. Amaryllidaceae. Spring Snowflake.

Snowdrop

Splendid beautiful flower,

Is it really what it seems.
Stem delicate as can be,
Curving slightly in the wind,
White silky flower head,
Popping up in the winter.
Oval shaped petals,

Smooth all the way along.
How it survives | do not know.

By Michael (aged 9)
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Noticeboard
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MARCH DIARY DATES

18.30 Wholeness and Healing Service

17.30 Choral Evensong and Installation of two
Honorary Canons

19.30 Spiritual Issues meeting in St Anselm’s
Chapel

13.10 Bible Talk in the Cloister Room

13.10 Organ Recital by David Sanger,
Cumbria

19.00 Choir Support Buffet—see p3

19.30 Chester Phil Concert

19.30 Spiritual Issues Meeting in St Anselms

13.10 Bible Talk in the Cloister Room

13.10 Organ Recital by Geoffrey Woollatt

09.30 University Degree Day —Ceremony 1

11.30 —Ceremony 2

15.00 —Ceremony 3

14
15
17
18
19
21
25
26

28
29

31

19.30 Chester Cathedral Nave Choir
Concert—see p 2

15.30 Choral Evensong, attended by the
Women'’s Land Army

19.30 Spiritual Issues Meeting in St Anselms
Chapel

13.10 Bible Talk in the Cloister Room

13.10 Organ Recital by lan Roberts

17.30 CMS Concert

13.10 Bible Talk in the Cloister Room

13.10 Organ Recital by Colin Walsh,
Lincoln Cathedral

19.30 City of Chester Male Voice Choir

15.30 Cheshire County Council Service

18.30 Taize Service—see p6

19.30 Spiritual Issues Meeting in St Anselms
Chapel




