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Birmingham Cathedral 
St Philip’s Church became a Cathedral in 1905 when the 
Diocese of Birmingham was created.  St Philip’s  was one 
of the first new parish churches to be built after the 
Reformation and is well known for its Baroque style. It 
was completed in 1715 and significant changes were 
made in the 1880’s.  In the 1980’s structural repairs 
included modifications to the crypt to form the 
undercroft and its associated rooms.  
 

 
Canon Peter Howell-Jones 

Following his appointment by the Bishop of 
Chester, the Rev Canon Peter Howell-Jones 
is preparing to join the Chapter of Chester 
Cathedral later this summer as Canon 
Residentiary and Vice Dean (Designate) of 
Chester Cathedral. Canon Howell-Jones 
grew up in Liverpool and is married with 
four children. He trained as a musician and 
was a music teacher before working as an 
impresario throughout the world. He  was 
ordained in Lichfield Cathedral in 1993 and 
served in two very large parishes in the West 
Midlands prior to becoming Director of 
Mission and Evangelism for the Diocese of 
Birmingham and Canon of Birmingham 
Cathedral where he is currently the Assistant 
Dean. Canon Howell-Jones said ‘It is a 
delight to be returning to this part of the 
world; my family is from Cheshire and I am 
excited about discovering more of this 
wonderful Diocese of Chester. It is a great 
privilege to have been called to serve as part 
of the team at the Cathedral, and I look 
forward to playing my part in helping the 
Cathedral to connect further with the City 
and wider Diocese’. 

The editors  met Canon Howell-Jones at the 
Cathedral Office last month during one of 
his periodic visits to Chester in advance of 
his move here and some of his comments 
during a most interesting discussion were as 
follows:-.  

Family background 
Peter Howell-Jones and his wife Siân are 
celebrating their 25th wedding 
anniversary this year, and with their 

youngest daughter Esther are looking 
forward to coming to live here at the end 
of August. Siân comes from 
Warwickshire and is currently head of 
music at a school in Birmingham. The 
family now live seven miles outside 
Birmingham (there is no cathedral close), 
and the prospect of being in central 
Chester (near to shops and other 
facilities) appeals particularly to the 
younger members of the family. They are 
a very musical family, and in September 
youngest daughter Esther will start her A 
levels in Music, Sociology and RE at 
Christleton High School. The older 
children are no longer living at home. 
Eldest son Edward works as an outdoor 
pursuits instructor in Sardinia; Annie is a 
cellist and studies music at the University 
of Huddersfield; Jacob is completing A 
levels and hopes to study Law with 
Spanish at University College London. 
Canon Howell-Jones’s parents now live 
in Davenham, having spent part of their 
life in Canada, and his 
sister lives in 
Macclesfield. This will 
be the nearest he has 
lived to his family since 
starting work. 
Childhood and Hobbies 
He had a happy 
childhood in Hunt’s 
Cross, Liverpool, and 
with a good voice he 
enjoyed being a choirboy 
at St Hilda’s, Hunt’s 
Cross, especially with 
the associated extra 
pocket money. He has 
been an enthusiastic 
Liverpool supporter all 
his life. Hobbies include 
skiing, usually in the 
French Alps, walking, 
cycling and he is a keen 
indoor rower … but may 
well be tempted back 
onto the river once in 
Chester! He also has a 
keen interest in 
leadership, management 

and organisational change, particularly 
the relationship between leadership style 
and personality.  
 

Studies and Career 
He studied music at Huddersfield School 
of Music and trained as a singer, organist 
and conductor. While at Huddersfield he 
developed nodules on his vocal chords 
and had to take a year out with no 
singing.  During this time he returned to 
Liverpool.  He began to attend St Peter’s 
Church Woolton (where he also practiced 
the organ) and it was during this time that 
his faith came alive under the 
inspirational leadership of the then vicar 
John Roberts.  As a consequence, his 
whole focus in life began to change and 
the relationship between Christian faith 
and daily living became a significant 
focus of the next phase of his life.  
 

On leaving Huddersfield he undertook a 
Postgraduate Certificate of Education and 
then taught music at Penistone Grammar 
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School (established in 1392). After this 
he was in business arranging overseas 
tours of music professionals and he 
travelled widely throughout Europe, 
Scandinavia and North America. 
 

Ordination and later appointments 
After selection for ordination, he studied 
theology at St John’s College 
Nottingham. During this time he 
undertook a six month placement living 
in the city, working at Nottingham prison 
and being involved with a wide range of 
mission work.  He also spent four months 
on placement in Atlanta, Georgia. He was 
ordained at Lichfield in 1993 and spent 
five years in Walsall as part of a team 
ministry at St Matthew’s with a 
congregation of 800. He later moved to 
be Vicar of St Michael’s Boldmere near 
Sutton Coldfield.  
 

He was appointed Director of Mission 
and Residentiary Canon of Birmingham 
Cathedral in 2005 working closely with 
Bishop John Sentamu (now Archbishop 
of York). While in Birmingham he has 
had oversight of the Diocesan partnership 
with the Anglican Church in Malawi.  He 
has developed a mission encounter 
programme and a Skills Share 
programme which has seen over 150 
people visit Malawi during the last four 
years.  He will continue his association 
with Malawi through an active 
involvement with Medic Malawi 
(www.medicmalawi.org). His interest in 
world mission and international 
development is borne out of a strong held 
Christian belief that God is equally 
concerned about social justice, inequality, 
and social transformation as well as a 
person’s spiritual well being.  He has 
travelled widely in Africa and India and 
has become a strong advocate of self-
supporting communities and income 
generation initiatives that help bring 
dignity and hope to marginalised 
communities in often forgotten parts of 
the world.   
 

The move to Chester 
When asked if he would miss the musical 
life of Birmingham he said that he prefers 
to participate in music – singing or 
conducting. That said, Symphony Hall 
concerts were amazing. About the move 
from Birmingham to Chester he made the 
following comments: He likes the 
compactness of Chester with the 
Cathedral at its centre and the 
opportunities for mission and ministry 
that this offers. The Cathedral’s 
Benedictine history appeals to him.  In 
the busyness of life today rediscovering 
the ancient rhythms of Christian faith can 

provide an effective source of 
nourishment in our often overly busy 
lives. He looks forward to helping the 
Cathedral engage more fully across the 
diocese and developing new 
opportunities for Christian pilgrimage 
and evangelism. 
The Friends and Cathedral Life 
He sees the Friends as an important part 
of Cathedral life, and the prospect of 
coming to a community in the midst of 
change is an exciting one.  Change is a 
natural part of life for any living 
community and he looks forward to 
contributing and discovering what God 
might be saying to the community at this 
point in their history. 
 

In response to a question on his view 
about traditional BCP services, he said 
that he supported them provided that they 
were done well as is the case in our 
Cathedral. Too often one can continue 
patterns of worship that have little or no 
relevance to the present day community 
and are not delivered well simply because 
they are no longer the currency of the 
present day congregation. Lent is the 
most important season of the church year 
and the three hour service is the most 
inspirational part of Lent. He led this 
year’s service in Birmingham Cathedral.  
 

Culturally relevant mission engagement 
is at the heart of Peter’s faith and he is 
committed to help people connect their 
everyday lives with the teachings of 
Jesus.  How we live must reflect what we 
believe; and what we believe must 
therefore be worked out in our daily 
lives.  

   Richard Towndrow and James Gillespie 

 
Cathedral Youth Group 

There is now a youth group running in 
the Cathedral (usually) every other week, 
but half term holidays and other things 
sometimes has meant it has been slightly 
longer. We meet in the Cloister room on 
a Friday evening between 6.45 -8.30, 
starting with food as that is an important 
tool for building relationships. There are 
between 10-15 young people who 
regularly attend and so far we have had a 
couple of games nights, a DVD night, 
decorating cakes, a treasure hunt around 
the walls and a trip down to the bowling 
alley. As the young people need to own 
what happens, they came up with some 
‘rules’ in relation to how people behave 
while at the group and came up with 
ideas for what they would like to do 
when at the group.  

There are some good ideas in the 
pipeline, including possibly taking them 
away on a day or weekend trip 
somewhere. We try to have a little God 
thought at the end of the session, as that 
was identified as important to us all when 
we had the conversation at the 
consultation we held with them before 
starting the youth group. 

The team at the moment are: myself, 
Chris Jones – our head server and reader 
in training, Callum Hogg and Beth 
Askew (who are both youth work 
students on the professional Christian 
youth work programme that I teach at the 
University of Chester. Beth already has 
her professional qualification and Callum 
will have gained his next year). Next 
academic year Beth will have left the 
University, but another student called 
Katherine Witham (Kat) will be taking 
her place and Kat is the chairperson of 
the Church of England youth council. 

We are looking forward to seeing what is 
going to happen over the next few 
months and to the youth group growing 
in their understanding of God and each 
other. 

The Revd Dot Gosling (Cathedral Curate) 

 

“Cathedrals Making Friends"   

York St John University Research 
Project 

The Chester Cathedral Friends were one 
of six associations to participate in a 
survey early in 2011.  A total of over 
5,000 Friends across England received a 
questionnaire.  At York St John 
University, where the project is taking 
place, we have been very busy opening 
envelopes in the last few weeks!  We are 
delighted by the response rate: so far, an 
average of over 30% across the six 
cathedrals.  If you have not yet had time 
to fill in and return your questionnaire to 
York St John University, there is still 
time to do so.  The more replies, the 
merrier we shall be! Your Council will 
receive a copy of the detailed report in 
the Autumn, and the plan is to make a 
presentation about the project to the 
National Conference of the Friends of 
Cathedrals, Abbeys and Greater 
Churches, hosted by the Worcester 
Cathedral association in October 2012.   

Thank you so much for taking the time to 
participate, and to share your thoughts 
about being a cathedral Friend.  The 
many good wishes for the research have 
been greatly appreciated. 

Judith Muskett 
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Chester Cathedral, as with all other 
cathedrals, could not open its doors to 
visitors and worshippers without its 
volunteer helpers. Here in Chester we 
have more than 300 dedicated and 
enthusiastic volunteers who carry out 
over twenty different tasks. 

I, and my fellow coordinator Patricia 
Faraday, have almost completed the task 
of signing up all the volunteers to the 
Cathedral’s Volunteer policy, essential in 
today’s litigious society.  The new 
database of volunteers will ensure best 
practice in caring for our volunteers, 
encompassing health and safety and job 
training where appropriate, and ensure all 

volunteers are adequately insured whilst 
undertaking their volunteer roles. 

Volunteering in the Cathedral can be very 
rewarding and we are always looking for 
new recruits. Anyone who is interested in 
volunteering should request a Volunteer 
Enquiry Form from the Cathedral Office 
(01244 324756) or go online - 
www.chestercathedral.com – click on 
‘jobs’ and print a form.  Completed forms 
should be sent to the Cathedral Office for 
the attention of the Volunteer 

Coordinators.  We will reply to all 
applicants as soon as possible. 

I would like to thank all those volunteers 
who helped to produce the Volunteer 
Agreement Forms and to all those who 
have encouraged their team members to 
sign up.  

Edward Walton 
(Volunteer Coordinator) 

 
 
 

The diagram shown below forms part 
of a leaflet recently developed by John 
de Newtown assisted by several 
members of the congregation 

 
Patricia Faraday 

Worked previously in banking and IT 
and has lectured in literacy, 
numeracy, and IT skills at FE College.  
 

 
 

Volunteering at Chester Cathedral 
 

 
Edward Walton 

Chairman of Chester Cathedral 
Enterprises is also involved as a 

trustee or director of several charities. 
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There are three elements to the project: 
the ‘public realm’ re-ordering on the 
south side of the Cathedral; the Cathedral 
tower “at-height” project; and the new 
Nave platform.” Whilst part of an overall 
plan, each of the areas is being discussed 
and approved separately and as yet no 
definite proposals have been agreed.     
Since writing a year ago a lot of time and 
effort has been put into the various plans. 
There has been public discussion in the 
press and in “drop-in” sessions about 
Cheshire West and Chester’s planning 
submission for changes in St Werburgh 
Street and on the south side of the 
Cathedral. The original planning 
application was withdrawn for 
reconsideration following concerns 
expressed about certain aspects of the 
proposals, and it is expected that plans 
will be resubmitted later this year.  

Proposals for the new nave platform were 
issued this spring and formed part of an 
exhibition in the Cathedral Undercroft.   
There were also two congregation 
information meetings about the project at 
which a wide range of views were 
expressed. The following comments are 
based on current proposals which are still 
subject to discussion and change. 

A Complex Planning Exercise 
Our ancient English cathedrals have 
evolved over the centuries because of 
continuous change, one major project 
after another. This is in the very nature of 
cathedrals, for as the centre of cities and 
dioceses they must constantly adapt to a 
changing environment and to changing 
needs. Our Cathedral is no different, as it 
prepares for the Cathedral Quarter 
Project. Much preparation is needed with 

a complex web of partners, committee 
meetings, stakeholder consultations 
(including statutory consulters), reports, 
deadlines and planning applications to be 
submitted. This has required 
unprecedented close consultation 
between the City and the Cathedral. 
Two Planning Applications 
Two planning applications must be 
submitted. The first, to the Unitary 
Authority (CWAC) must be a final single 
stage application in sufficient detail. The 
second, to the Cathedrals’ Fabric 
Commission for England, is a multi-stage 
application allowing for negotiation on 
detail, and further consultation on detail. 
Initially, for fiscal reasons, it was 
necessary to keep the project secret as 
planning work was done. Since going 
public, the project has attracted very 
healthy engagement by local citizens and 
members of the Cathedral community 
with every stakeholder group feeling that 
they should have been consulted first!  
St Werburgh’s “Square”  
Traditionally, it is the south side of the 
Cathedral that relates to the City. When 
the Cathedral was a monastery, the parish 
church was on the South side, and this is 
now our South Transept. The Southwest 
Porch is the natural entrance to the 
Cathedral, and a natural place for the war 
memorial to be situated. The project 
proposes to turn St Werburgh Street into 
a piazza square in front of the Cathedral, 
improving access to the Cathedral, and 
signalling welcome. The proposed 
removal of the present railings and grass 
on the south side has proved to be 
controversial but it is also said that the 
removal of grass and trees will be 
compensated by corresponding 

development of the Regimental Memorial 
Garden on the east side of the Cathedral. 
Of course, there are problems on such an 
ancient site: huge variations of levels, 
archaeological issues, drainage issues, 
but these are being addressed. 
Tourists at Height 
Most ancient cathedrals attract tourist 
visitors to their city by offering an “at 
heights” experience from their towers. 
Chester could do this relatively easily, 
and the benefits are obvious to all. This 
will provide the visitor with stunning new 
views of the inside of the Cathedral as 
they ascend, and once outside will allow 
them to understand the layout of our City, 
and see distant features of the landscape 
such as the hills of North Wales, and the 
Liverpool Cathedrals.  
The New Nave Platform 
The proposed new nave platform will 
look permanent, but will be temporary: it 
will be hollow, capable of being 
dismantled sometime in the future, and 
will not damage the mosaic tiling or 
archaeology underneath. Its primary 
purpose must always be liturgical, that is 
for dignified worship. Its use for other 
purposes, such as music and 
entertainment, are important but must 
take second place. 

The proposal takes no account of new 
furniture for the platform (altar, pulpit, 
legilium, chairs, choir stalls).  

An integrated plan for the Cathedral’s 
lighting is being worked on, with a report 
and recommendations expected soon. 
Like the Nave platform furniture, these 
will need to be separately funded. 
However, heating of the platform is 
included in the proposals.  

The Undercroft 
The undercroft beside the west cloister was probably used for storage. Built c. 1140 in the Norman style, it is groin-vaulted in two aisles 
divided by short round piers with scalloped capitals. It escaped later rebuilding because the abbot's lodging was above, but by the 16th 
century soil from the adjacent abbot's garden had built up inside and it was no longer used. The undercroft was excavated and restored in 
1849, but served as the cathedral workshop until the northern half became a bookshop in 1977 and the rest an exhibition area in 1992. 
 

      
The Undercroft  – Shop and Exhibition area today   Victorian Lithograph - ROBERT KENT THOMAS (1816-84) 

 (courtesy of The Grosvenor Museum, Chester) 
 

Update on Cathedral Quarter Project 
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The figures are staggering – in 2010 the 
Cathedral Shop sold 92,420 items, 
including: 1,980 CDs, 1,800 items of 
jewellery,11,780 cards, 9,820 books, 
8,862 gifts, 10,311 religious items and 
10,300 bespoke items. You might be 
surprised as to what some of the best 
sellers are, others will not surprise you, 
they include Church Mice, Roman 
Catapults, Magnets, Holding Crosses. 

We need to be everything to all people 
and are in many ways like a store with 
the following departments: Books (Adult, 
Children, Religious), Heritage, Religious, 
Souvenirs (for British tourists and those 
from abroad), Educational, Music, Cards 
and Gifts. 

Like any retail outfit we have to keep up 
with events in the city and nationwide 
and then respond with special 
promotions.  For example several “Giant”  
items were on sail when the Giants were 
in town.  Then came the Rhinos, we 
could not get enough of them – all sold 
out! This year we have introduced a 
British Theme which was boosted by that 
Royal Wedding. This range is very 
popular, especially with foreign students, 
but also makes fun gifts for locals. The 
400 year celebration of the King James 

Bible is featuring in the shop at the 
moment. In May we joined in with the 
“Museums at Night”  Festival and gave 
special discounts to shoppers at the 
Cathedral Plant Sale. On the 4th and 5th 
June we will be joining in with the 
Roman Festival.  We are also trying “late 
night opening” for certain concerts and 
events. 

We also take account of the Cathedral 
events and we try to have the appropriate 
merchandise.  Apart from Christmas and 
Easter, there are Confirmations, 
Christenings, Ordination, Mothering 
Sunday as well as concerts and Diocesan 
services.  

The importance of display is something 
we share with high street stores and the 
correct or incorrect placing of a product 
can have a huge influence on sales. A 
new idea that has proved successful for 
us and for school children is to set up a 
“Pop Up” shop in the cloisters.  We can 
then serve a lot of children at one time 
and we tailor the mini shop to specific 
items depending on the focus of the 
children’s day.  The schools find it very 
efficient.  “Goody Bags” can also be 
tailored according to budget and topic, 
and can be ordered in advance by the 

school. This saves time and enables the 
children to find a memento to take home. 

We are always looking for new ideas, not 
only for visitors to buy, but for the large 
untapped market of local people.  We 
need to find a way, without expensive 
marketing, to get the Cestrians to use the 
shop as their local card and gift shop 
whilst at the same time supporting the 
Cathedral.  Many people work in nearby 
offices, but it is amazing how many do 
not know that we are here or think that 
we only sell souvenirs! 

Security is a problem we share with other 
retailers.  Shoplifting is a constant 
problem and we are partners with the 
local Business Against Crime group.  
They are an award winning organisation 
and support the Cathedral in general as 
well as helping the shop with security 
issues. 

On a lighter note I am sure that all my 
team, staff and volunteers would agree 
that one of the rewards of working in the 
shop is the variety of people that we meet 
and talk to from all corners of the earth, 
quite literally from all walks of life. 

Sue Petranca 

The Cathedral Shop in the Undercroft 
 

 
Church Mice and Olive wood holding crosses which  

are among the popular items on sale in the shop  

 
 

The Cathedral Shop 
 

 

Sue Petranca 
(Shop manager) 

 

 
Replica of King James Bible  
(currently on sale at £4.99)  

 

 
 

Patriotic Display 
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Philip Rushforth and the Choir in  
Abbey Square on Palm Sunday  

(see other photos opposite) 

Friends Card 
This card, issued to members of the 
Friends of Chester Cathedral, entitles 
the holder, on presentation of the 
card, to:  

 10% discount in the Cathedral 
Shop and the Cathedral Refectory 
Cafe (min.spend £10)  

 Free entry to the Cathedral with 
one guest. (again on presentation 
of the card.) 

The start of the New Year was busy.  Ian 
(our Assistant Director of Music) and 
Kate Roberts left us for St John’s Church, 
Ranmoor in Sheffield and preparations 
had to be made for Ian’s replacement and 
the need for us to organise the daily 
worship of the cathedral between 
Laurence (our Organ Scholar) and me 
once Ian had left. Ian and Kate’s last day 
with us was the 27 February and 
presentations to them were held after the 
10am Sung Eucharist on behalf of the 
Cathedral Congregation and after 
Evensong on behalf of the Cathedral 
Choir.  The number of gifts presented 
was testament to the affection and esteem 
in which they are held.  A handsome 
thirteen volume set of Louis Vierne’s 
Complete Works for Organ presented to 
Ian will keep him busy for some years to 
come!   

An advertisement was placed in the 
Church Times in January for an Assistant 
Director of Music and no fewer than 
twenty-six enquiries were made and 
sixteen applications were received for the 
post.  Four candidates (already Assistants 
in other cathedrals) were short-listed, 
and, after thorough audition and 
interview, Ben Chewter, currently 
Assistant Organist at Lincoln Cathedral, 
was appointed.  We look forward very 
much to welcoming Ben to Chester when 
he begins in September.  In the 
meantime, we were pleased to welcome 
back former Organ Scholar Geoffrey 
Woollatt for a period of three weeks to 
assist us over Lent in the accompanying 

of the Cathedral Choir and Nave Choir.  
Laurence stepped up to the challenge of 
much more choir directing and overall 
responsibility and I am very grateful for 
his support. 

The choristers have sung no fewer than 
three Daily Service broadcasts this term 
for BBC Radio 4 and their reputation is 
continuously growing amongst listeners 
and the producers of the programme.  
This term we welcomed our new Decani 
Tenor David Hardwick, who, having 

started his musical career as a chorister at 
Worcester Cathedral and subsequently 
Lay Clerk at Gloucester Cathedral, 
moved to Chester in March to seek work 
as a secondary school teacher whilst 
singing in the choir.   

The Nave Choir continues to flourish and 
can be regularly heard singing Compline 
at 6.30 on Sundays.  A concert of music 
by Carissimi, Monteverdi and Lassus was 
given by the Nave Choir on 12 February 
to a capacity audience in the Quire. 

The Saturday Singing Club goes from 
strength to strength with a number of new 
members joining in recent months.  
Support by the Friends for this is much 
appreciated and allows the Club to 
continue to encourage children of 
primary school age across Chester to sing 
and have fun in our magnificent Song 
School.  The Singing Partnership project 
is now under way in four local schools 
where yet more children will benefit from 
working with our music department  

 Philip Rushforth (Director of Music)  

Music Director’s Report 

Ian Roberts photographed with the Cathedral and Nave Choirs (photos by Will Hay) 
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Palm Sunday Procession (photos by Jim Capper) 
Before the Cathedral Eucharist on Palm Sunday the clergy, choir and congregation process from the Refectory through Abbey Square 
and Town Hall Square back into the Cathedral. Two donkeys from the beach at New Brighton were part of this year’s procession. 

 

Present:  The Dean (Chair) 
The Vice Dean; 
Nicholas Fry (Hon. Secretary);  
Richard Towndrow (Hon. Treasurer) 
Derek Jackson (Hon. Membership Sec.) 
and 39  members  
The Meeting opened with prayer. 

Apologies were received from:  
The Bishop of Chester; Dean Stephen 
Smalley; Sandy Boyne; Rachel Williams; 
Alan Watkinson; Canon Geoff Almond; 
John and Sheila Young; David & Shirley 
Nield. 

Past Friends were remembered in 
silence. 

Minutes of the 2009 A.G.M. 
There were no comments on the text. 

Matters Arising: It was noted that the 
Russian Icons have now been placed in the 
Lady Chapel and that a more permanent 
stand for the ‘Mother’ of God’ icon is being 
designed.  

Council Report: The Council Report had 
been printed in the June 2010 Newsletter. 
Arising from the report, it was proposed 
that the Rt. Hon Frank Field be elected a 
Vice President of the Friends of Chester 
Cathedral. Proposed by: Nicholas  Fry, 
seconded by Sheila McGivering and agreed 
unanimously. 

The icon donated to the Cathedral by 
Monica Cleasby, the widow of the late 
Dean Ingram Cleasby will be placed in the 
Chapel of St Anselm.  

A proposal was made from the floor to 
support the decision of Council regarding 
the commissioning of a new processional 
cross. Proposed by Yvonne Albon, 
seconded by Janet Walker and agreed 
unanimously. It was agreed that the 
inscription on the new Processional Cross 

will read: ‘In celebration of the 80th 
Anniversary of the foundation of the 
Friends of Chester Cathedral’. 

Hon. Treasurer’s Report: The report had 
appeared in the June Newsletter. A two 
page summary was distributed of grants 
given by the Friends over the last 10 years. 
It was noted that there had been a very 
healthy increase in revenue, resulting in an 
increase in the level of grant giving over the 
last 10 years; the Friends currently donate 
around £25, 000 each year. However, at this 
time of planning in anticipation of the 
Cathedral Quarter project, giving has been 
somewhat lower than in past years and as a 
result the bank balance has risen.  

Subscription income is approximately 
£10,000 p.a. and Gift Aid results in the 
recovery of a significant sum. It was noted 
that the Friends generous support of flowers 
in the Cathedral is particularly valued.  

The annual spending limit of £25, 000 per 
financial year had been set in 1998 in order 
to avoid the need to call Special General 
Meetings to discuss particular items of 
expenditure. In view of much higher level 
of income (and grants) the Hon. Treasurer 
suggested that the limit be raised to £50,000 
per financial year. It was therefore proposed 
that the Council be allowed to make grants 
totaling up to £50, 000 in any one financial 
year. Proposed by Sheila McGivering, 
seconded by Rosemary Little and passed 
unanimously. 

The Hon Treasurer was asked whether the 
new signage will be made redundant as a 
result of the Cathedral Quarter project. He 
replied that there were no plans to withdraw 
the signs although they may be reused or 
adapted.  

Hon Membership Secretary’s Report: 
The Hon Membership Secretary thanked 

everyone that had helped during the Plant 
Sale. The proceeds were not as high as last 
year since the nurseries were affected by 
the bad weather and were unable to supply 
large stocks of plants. Even so, a total of 
£2,500 was raised. The Hon Membership 
Secretary was formally thanked for all his 
hard work. 

Membership has gone down by 51 
members but there were 52 new members 
in the course of the year. In response to a 
question, it was reported that there are 
several overseas members, but that there are 
logistical and payment difficulties. 

Parish Link members have declined, 
perhaps as a result of financial scrutiny. 
However, parish members can sign up as 
individual Friends.  

The idea of purchasing membership of the 
Friends on admission will be discussed at a 
future Council meeting. 

Election of Officers: All the present office 
holders were willing to stand for re-election 
and were re-elected en masse.  

Election of Council Members: Three 
members of Council are retiring by rote 
(Randal Hibbert, Roger Miln, and Ken 
Ball) and one other due to ill health. They 
were all thanked for their contributions to 
the Council and the Friends. 

Three new members were elected 
unopposed in their stead: Marianne Barber, 
Margaret Bass  and Chris Jones. 

Any Other Business: Canon Trevor 
Dennis was thanked for his contribution to 
the Friends and a small gift was presented 
on behalf of all the Friends of the Cathedral 
and he made a short speech in reply. 

The Meeting concluded with The Grace. 

 
The Dean and The Priest Pastor Christine Bull  
leading the procession outside the Town Hall 

 
Donkeys in Abbey Gateway 

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting in the Chapter House - Thursday 10 June 2010 
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Friends Day – Tuesday 14 June 2011 
5.30 pm  Choral Evensong in the Quire with a Procession to the Lady Chapel.  

Responses: William Byrd 
Michael Wise in F 
The Beatitudes, Arvo Part 
Ave Maria, Jacob Arcadelt (in the Lady Chapel) 

 
6.30 pm  A. G. M. in the Chapter House,  
     
7.30 pm Buffet Supper in the Refectory (£10.00 per person), followed by a 

report on the past year by the Dean.  
 

Supper places must be pre-booked using the enclosed form below the Agenda. 

 

A Visit to Grasmere 
Tuesday and Wednesday  
13 & 14 September 2011 

The Southern Lake District is the 
destination for the Friends’ overnight 
visit this year. First stop will be Holker 
Hall, home to Lord and Lady Cavendish 
and situated on Cartmel peninsula's 
wooded slopes, and then after lunch we’ll 
have a guided tour of Cartmel Priory. 
After staying overnight at the ’Red Lion’ 
in Grasmere we will make our way to the 
seventh century Parish Church of St 
Oswald for a Service of Holy 
Communion followed by a guided tour of 
this fascinating church.  In the afternoon 
we shall make our way to Levens Hall, a 
sixteenth century house famous for the 
amazing topiary in its glorious gardens 
which date from 1694, before returning to 
Chester.  

See enclosed leaflet for details or 
contact Nick Fry, for a booking form at 
12 Abbey Square, Chester, CH1 2HU 

or Tel: 01244 500958  

The Friends’ Autumn Lecture 

“ The Dead Sea Scrolls and 
Communities of Faith” 

An illustrated lecture by  
Professor George Brooke 

 
Tuesday 11 October 2011 

in the Chapter House 

 
Professor George Brooke is the Rylands 
Professor of Biblical Criticism and Exegesis 
at the University of Manchester and has 
written several books about the Dead Sea 
Scrolls and their interpretation. 
He is married to Canon Jane Brooke and is 
a Friend and a member of the Congregation. 
In this talk, he will be looking at the 
history of the Scrolls and discussing a 
number of issues including the 
understanding of the community as 
temple, the place of right order in 
worship, the joining of heaven and earth, 
incense offerings, the priesthood and the 
messianic status of the whole community 
and other ideas. 
 

Tickets: £5.00 pp. including light 
refreshments in the Refectory  

after the lecture. Available from:  
The Cathedral Box Office, 

 01244 500959 or 
www.chestercathedral.com 

 

 

 

Friends Events 
‘In the footsteps of  
Thomas Brassey’ 

Saturday, 1 October 2011 

 
In response to requests for informal 
events at weekends, this is the first of a 
different kind of outing. We have 
arranged a ‘Heritage Walk’ in Chester on 
Saturday 1 October, starting from Chester 
Railway Station, and looking at the life 
and work of Thomas Brassey, the great 
Victorian railway engineer. The walk will 
finish at the Chapel of St Erasmus in the 
Cathedral, the restoration of which was 
financed by Brassey’s three sons in 
memory of their parents and where there 
is a bust of him (see above)   

John Wolfenden, a Chester Blue Badge 
Guide and heritage enthusiast, will guide 
us around the city seeking out surviving 
evidence of the great man’s life.  

Thomas Brassey (1805-1870), was born 
outside Chester and went to school near 
St John's Church. He became famous, 
greatly admired and incredibly wealthy as 
a contractor, especially for his railway 
work.  By 1847, he had built about one-
third of the railways in Britain, and by 
time of his death in 1870 he had built one 
in every twenty miles of railway in the 
world. He also built Chester Railway 
Station in 1848 to the designs of Francis 
Thompson. 

The cost is £5.00 per person in aid of the 
Friends, payable on the day, which 
includes a cup of tea or coffee in the 
Cathedral Refectory after the walk. 

Places are limited and must be booked in 
advance; please contact:  
Nick Fry, 12 Abbey Square, Chester, 
01244 500958,  
e-mail: fry@chestercathedral.com  

The meeting point will be outside Chester 
Railway Station at 11.00 am on Saturday, 
1 October.  

The walk will last about 2 hours. 
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Obituary 
 

We remember with sadness, but with 
gratitude, the lives of recently 
deceased Friends. 

Mr. D. S. Rowland Mr. B.H. Greensill 

Mrs. D. Marshall Mrs. E. Price 

Mr J. Oldham Mr C. Whitfield 

Mrs J. Chesters 

If we have omitted any names from 
the list we extend our sincerest 

apologies and would ask that we 
receive appropriate details. 

Hon. Secretary’s Report 
As I write, planning is still underway for 
the Cathedral Quarter Project which is 
perhaps the largest project undertaken by 
Chester Cathedral since the great 
restoration of 1868 – 76. The scheme is 
much more than simply a ‘Cathedral’ 
project; in partnership with Cheshire 
West and Chester Council and Chester 
Renaissance, the plan aims to achieve the 
ambition of positioning Chester as a 
premier UK historic city and must-see 
European destination. Not only will the 
Cathedral benefit but the whole City will 
gain from the promotion of the Cathedral 
as the spiritual and cultural heart of 
Chester. The project will transform the 
appearance of St.Werburgh Street, the 
tower will be opened to visitors and a 
new nave platform will enhance not only 
the liturgical life of the Cathedral but 
expand its concert facilities as well. Any 
scheme of this magnitude requires a great 
deal of research, consultation and 
planning and hopefully we shall see work 
start before too long. The Friends wish to 
play their part in this transformational 
development and have been in discussion 
with Chapter in order to determine which 
parts of the plan we are able to support 
whilst at the same time  remaining within 
the remit of the Friends’ Constitution. So 
while the past year may have been a little 
quieter, next year may well be the exact 
opposite! 

Meanwhile the activities of the Friends 
have continued; the Plant Sale was 
organised by Derek Jackson, ably 
assisted by a team of helpers. The 
weather was particularly bad early this 
year and as a result nurseries were unable 
to provide as many plants as in previous 
years; nonetheless, the Sale raised the 
magnificent sum of £2,500 and our 
thanks must got go to everyone involved. 
The Summer Outing took place in early 
June when we took the opportunity to 
explore a little of our own glorious 
county. A large group of Friends visited 
the old church at Warburton, and then 
enjoyed lunch at Adlington Hall, 
followed by a tour of the extraordinary 
house. The whole day proved what a 
lovely part of the world we have on our 
doorsteps.  

Friends Day in mid-June followed the 
same pattern as the previous year; Choral 
Evensong was followed by the AGM in 
the Chapter House and then a buffet 

supper in the Refectory. There is 
inevitably a degree of formality attached 
to an AGM, but the buffet supper was a 
delightful social event which everyone 
enjoyed. Please do try and attend this 
year. 

The Overnight Trip in September was to 
Stokesay Castle, Croft Castle, 
Llandrindod Wells and Brecon Cathedral 
where we were welcomed by the Dean of 
Brecon who showed us around the lovely 
medieval church. We had the opportunity 
to join the Cathedral congregation for the 
mid day Eucharist and everyone 
appreciated the warmth of welcome we 
were shown. 

The Friends Lecture in October was 
given by the distinguished sculptor, 
Stephen Broadbent, who spoke about the 
relationship between his life, art and 
faith. We are all aware of his sculpture 
‘the Water of Life’ in the Garth and it 
was a revelation to hear about the 
inspiration which lay behind this and his 
many other works.  

Later this year we shall be welcoming 
the Revd. Canon Peter Howell Jones as 
both the new Vice Dean of the Cathedral 
and as Co-Chairman of the Friends; we 
are looking forward to welcoming him 
and his family to the Cathedral 
community and working with him to 
ensure the success of the Friends 
throughout the coming years. 

Nicholas Fry  
 

 
Hon. Membership 
Secretary’s Report  

 

This  time last year I had to report a drop 
in our numbers over the previous twelve 
months -our membership had fallen from 
901 to 850. I suggested that if 150 
members each found another ‘Friend’ we 
would reach the magic figure of 1000 
members! We didn’t quite manage that- 
but we have pushed our numbers back up 
to 901- so we are again working on the 
last ‘ninety and nine’ to reach our target.  

In January this year we introduced a 
system which allows visitors to join the 
Friends at the Admissions Desk of the 
Cathedral. They are provided with a 
temporary Friends’ Card, which allows 
them immediate free entry to the 

Cathedral and to the 10% discounts in the 
Refectory Café and the Shop. This has 
proved to be popular with our visitors and 
has produced a steady flow of new 
members since the scheme started. 

The Treasurer and I inherited a system of 
record-keeping which involved each of us 
keeping separate records of members. 
This had arisen from the fact that, in our 
specific roles, each of us needed different 
information about each member. We 
have felt for some time that it should be 
possible to devise one central system 
which could be adapted to provide the 
information that each of us needed. 

The enormity of the task of combining 
two differing sets of records and cross-
checking for duplications and errors has 
caused us to defer the operation. 
However, we are thrilled to announce that 
the gentleman, who offered to assist in 
any way he could, turned out to be an 
expert at computer data handling. We are 
deeply indebted to Mr. Barry Ingram, 
who has produced a central system which 
does everything that we could only dream 
of. He has spent many hours checking 
and cross-checking; amalgamating 
records and talking to each of us about 
our requirements. I can report that we 
now have a superb system, fit for 
purpose, which is already making my job 
and that of the Treasurer infinitely 
simpler. Barry has agreed to accept the 
responsibility for the upkeep of the 
system and, on behalf of the Friends, we 
would like to thank him for what he has 
already done and for his readiness to 
continue working with us in the future.. 

Derek Jackson  

Friends Reports 
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Membership Details 2011 (2010) 
Total Membership  901 (850)   Ordinary Members:  742 (687)         Life Members: 105 (109)        Link Parishes:  54 (54) 

 New Members April 2010 – March 2011 
Rt. Hon. Frank  Field MP Mrs B. Fell Ms E.  Jones Mrs J. C. Redfern 
Mrs M.  Barber Ms E. Gannon Mr C. & Mrs B.  Kay Mrs P. E.  Roberts 
Mr C.T. & Mrs M.B.  Blackburn Mr M. & Mrs J. Gilbertson Mr D.  Kennedy Mr. S.  Robinson 
Professor. G. J. & Canon J. Brook Mr & Mrs T.  Green Mrs P. M. Lingard Mrs F. Roochove 
Miss J. T.  Byrne Ms D. Grisleja Mr I. J.  Magrane Mr D. & Mrs D. Starbuck-Edwards 
Mr J. Connor Mr D. & Mrs E. Hannon Mr S.  Medland Mr M. & Mrs E. Sykes 
The Revd D. & Mrs M. Copley Mrs J. Hindley Mr E.  Mottershead Mr P. Sumption & Miss S. Brocklehurst 
Mr W. & Mrs F. Crighton Mr T. & Mrs M.  Holmes Mr S.H. & Mrs P.A. Parrington Mr A.M. Cummins & Ms E.A.  Taylor 
Mr C. Crompton Mrs F.H. Hulbert The Revd (Mrs) P. J. Parry Mr  Van Quickelberghe 
Rev. R.W. & Mrs L. M. Crook Mr B. M. & Mrs S. D. Ingram Mr J.  Perrin Mr T.R.& Mrs A. Warburton 
Mrs & Mrs A.G.M.  Davies Mr K. W. Irvine Mr A.J. & Mrs C.M. Poolman Mr G. F. Warren 
Mr K. R. Dowling Mr B. & Mrs J. Jenkins Miss N. Preston Mr D. & Mrs M.  Whalley 
Mrs E.  Farrant Mr G.A .& Mrs J. Jones Mr R.  Pugh Mr & Mrs P. Whitehead 
Mr and Mrs M. Fearn & Family Mr J. E.  Jones Mr W.H. & Mrs C. Raynor   

Financial Summary 2005 - 2010 
Full copies of the audited 2010 accounts are included separately 

 INCOME (£) 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 
 Subscriptions received 8,862 9,172 8,807 10,764 10,645 11,211 

 Tax Refund (Gift Aid) 1,492 1,768 1,898 2,513 3,482 2,764 

 Donations for Flowers & Gardens 2,968 1,263 2,371 3,226 3,643 4,537 

 Donations to Memorial Bench Appeal- - - - 3,060 - - 
 Plant Sale 3,428 3,455 3,232 2,818 3,072 2,500 

 Functions & Outings  921 859 70 461 452 882 

 Income less interest & donations 17,671 16,517 16,378 22,842 21,294 21,893 

  Interest received 4,048 4,287 5,628 6,036 6,074 1,838 

 Donations & Legacies 2,431 3,836 4,364 142,222 5,428 6,339 

 TOTAL INCOME 24,150 24,640 26,370 171,100 32,796 30,071 

 EXPENDITURE (£)  

 Refurbishment of Cloister Room 9,095 - - - - - 

 Library improvements - 2,000 - 2,000 - - 

 Cathedral Signage - - - - 12,000 120 

 Russian Icons - - - - 4,311 - 

 Window Grilles - - 8,000 8,000 - - 
 Cathedral Flowers (incl. Pedestals) 4,124 3,115 3,209 3,310 4,308 5,124 

 Gardens 1,600 500 4,154 1,610 1,026 881 

 Benches in Cloister Garth - - - 6,090 - - 

 Refurbishment of Water of Life Statue - - - 1,469 - - 
 Choir, Music and Organ Recitals - - - 2,000 2,750 2,835 

 Robes for Nave Choir & Cathedral Choir - - - 4,000 213 5,000 

 Song School Organ Overhaul 1,544 - - - - - 

 Computer, camera etc - - - - - 800 

 Vestments - 525 168 - 500 4,535 

 Servers Cassock Albs - - 1,561 76 - 244 

 Contribution to Visitors Leaflets - - - - - 500 

 Welcomers’ Gowns  - - 780 - - - 
 Miscellaneous Small Grants          225       100      250            - 500 645 

 Total Grants 16,589 6,240 18,122 28,555 25,608 20,684 

 Operating expenses   3,035   3,538  3,676 2,629 3,287 3,492 

  TOTAL EXPENDITURE  19,624 9,778 21,798 31184 28895 24176  

 SURPLUS / ( - ) DEFICIT 4,525 14,862 4,572 139,916 3,901 5,895 

  TOTAL NET ASSETS  103,249 118,111 122,683 262,598 266,499 272,394 
 

 

Hon. Treasurer’s Report  
Friends income dropped slightly in 2010 
mainly due to the very low interest rates 
and other effects of the recession, but 
regular income less interest, legacies and 
donations was slightly up at £21,893. 
Subscription income at £11,211 was up 
by about 5%, though gift aid at £2,764 
was about £700 lower. Gift aid had been 
higher in 2009 due to the effects of the 
2008 memorial bench appeal. A legacy of 
£5,000 was received from the estate of 
Miss A.B.Leech. 

The Flowers and Gardens fund received 
£2,500 from the Plant Sale (down on 
2009 due to very poor weather and also 
the economic climate). Donations from 
individuals for Cathedral Flowers, 
memorial arrangements and wedding 
donations at £4,395 were up 20% helped 
by generous contributions from a larger 
number of weddings. Again we wish to 
thank all who contributed, as well as 
those members who made other 
donations during the year. The Cheshire 
Regiment Association’s donation for 
flowers in St George’s Chapel is now 
paid directly to the Friends.  

Grants to the Cathedral during 2010 
totalled £20,684 (see list opposite). The 
funding of more window grilles on the 
south side of the Cathedral is still being 
held back pending development work in 
the area. The Friends as yet have made no 
grants to the Cathedral Quarter projects 
but it is anticipated that when plans for 
the Nave Platform have been agreed (see 
page 4) a request may be received for 
grants for associated items such as the 
altar, seating, furnishings etc. Funding 
from the Simmonds legacy was set aside 
a few years ago for such a situation and 
the fund now stands at £135,000 
including interest. This legacy is the main 
reason for our total funds of £272,394 
being at a higher level than usual. 

In recent months the Cathedral has 

provided us with a list of possible future 
projects where Friends support might be 
requested. The list is updated before each 
Friends Council meeting and it helps us 
to plan the management of our funds. A 

more formal procedure is also under 
discussion for the handling of Cathedral 
Chapter’s grant requests and their 
approval by the Friends Council. 

Richard Towndrow  
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The Friends of Chester Cathedral   
(Charity No. 501740) 12 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU.    

Telephone 01244 324756   email: friends@chestercathedral.com  

Patron:  HRH The Prince of Wales  

President:  The Lord Bishop of Chester  

Vice Presidents: Sir William A. Bromley Davenport; Rt.Hon.Frank Field MP 
Alderman Mrs.R.F.McConnell ;   

Chairman:   The Dean of Chester    

Hon. Secretary:  Mr N.J.Fry    

Hon. Membership Secretary:   Mr  D.N.Jackson 

Hon. Treasurer:   Mr R.F.R.Towndrow    

Newsletter Editors: Mr R.F.R.Towndrow, Mr J.S.Gillespie and Mr K.D.Ball. 

Hon. Auditors:   Benjamin Morris & Co     

Chapter Representative: -  vacant - 

Council Members  (Until mid-year):  
Mrs L. Barritt (2011); Dr C.S. Chatterton (2011); Mrs B.P.Meredith (2012); 
Mrs F. Roochove(2012); Mr J.S.Gillespie (2013); Mrs K.C.Roberts (2013); 
Miss B. Brett Rooks (2013); Mrs M. Barber (2014); Mrs M. Bass (2014); 
Mr C.Jones (2014). 

 

For copies of the Friends Membership Leaflet,  
Flower Donation Form and back copies of this newsletter  

visit the Friends page on the Cathedral website: 
 

http://www.chestercathedral.com/chester-cathedral-friends.htm  
 

 

‘Find a Friend  
to become a Friend’ 

 
Have you any friend s or relatives 

who might wish to become 

Friends of Chester Cathedral ? 

 

If so, please encourage them to 

obtain a membership application 

form either from the display board 

in the Cathedral or from: 

The Cathedral Office, 

12, Abbey Square, Chester, 

CH1 2HU. 

Tel: 01244 324756 

 

 
 

General Information 
Worship in the Cathedral: 
(Times are subject to occasional variations) 

Weekdays: 
0830  Morning Prayer (St Anselm’s Chapel)  
1230  Eucharist (1130 on Thursdays) 
1730  Choral Evensong (said on Wednesdays) 

Saturdays: 
0900  Morning Prayer (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
0930  Eucharist 
1615  Choral Evensong 

Sundays: 
0800  Prayer Book Communion Service (said) 
1000  Cathedral Eucharist 
1130  Sung Mattins (or Prayer Book Choral Eucharist 

on 1st & 3rd Sundays):  
Civic and special services sometimes replace this 
service. Alterations are also made occasionally to other 
services. See weekly notices, or monthly lists of 
services which are also on the website 

1530  Choral Evensong 
1830  Evening Service:  

Compline is sung on most Sundays (occasionally said) 
in the Quire or Lady Chapel. A wholeness & healing 
service is mostly on the first Sunday of the month. 
Worship in the Taizé Style is held several times per 
year – see notices 

http://www.chestercathedral.com/chester -cathedral-
services-monthly.htm  

Visitors Opening Hours: 
(Times are subject to occasional variations) 

Visitors: 
Mon-Sat 0900 – 1700 Sun 1300 - 1600 

Cathedral Shop: 
Mon-Sat 0930 -1700 Sun 1100 - 1600 

Refectory: 
Mon-Sat 0930 -1630 Sun 1200-1600 

Some Cathedral Events: June to November 2011 
June     
Friday 3, Saturday 4, Sunday 5  Book Sale in aid of Kondopoga  and 
Cathedral Education Dept 
 

Tuesday   14   FRIENDS’ DAY - Choral Evensong in Quire 
   -  AGM in the Chapter House 
   -  Buffet in the Refectory 
Saturday 18   Ordination of Priests 
Thursday   23 Cathedral Forum Meeting (only Cath.Roll Members) 
Saturday  25  Chester Philharmonic Orchestra Concert  
July  
Saturday 2 Nave Choir Concert 
Sunday  3  Ordination of Deacons 
Thursday  7  Summer Music Festival Concert – Gabrieli Consort 
Tuesday   12  Summer Music Festival – Ruth Palmer (Violin)  
Saturday  16  Summer Music Festival Finale Concert 
September  
Sunday  10  Parish Workers Licensing Service  
Tues. 13 / Wed. 14    Friends Two Day Outing to Grasmere 
Saturday  17  City of Chester Male Voice Choir 
October  
Monday 3 to Saturday 7  School Pilgrim Days  
Saturday  8 British Heart Foundation Concert 
Tuesday   11 Friends Lecture by Prof. George Brooke 
Saturday   15 Royal School of Church Music Festival Service 
November  
Tuesday 1 to Friday 4  University Degree Days 
Sunday  13 Remembrance Day Services 
Saturday  19  Chester Music Society Concert 
Sunday  20 “Extravaganza” in aid of Kondopoga   
Sunday  27 Advent Carol Service and Procession 

 Also Organ Recitals every Thursday at 1.10 pm  
(Supported by the Friends)   

 

The above dates are provisional and may be subject to change. 
For further information and timings and for other events,  

please check on www.chestercathedral.com 
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Canon Jane Brooke, The Revd Christine Bull and  

the Dean in the  new White Vestments donated by the 
Friends and made in the Cathedral Textile Workshop. 

 
 

Cathedral Spiritual Issues Group at Rydale in March 2011 when  
the group went for their annual weekend in the Lake District  

 

Easter Flowers 
The Easter flowers this year were, as usual, a wonderful adornment throughout the Cathedral, and we include below photos of a 
selection of the arrangements. The Cathedral and the Friends thank the many people who contributed towards the Easter memorial 
flowers and also those who contribute to the Friends Flowers and Gardens fund which pays for Cathedral flowers throughout the 
year. Our congratulations and thanks go also to Liz Hardman and the members of the “Flower Guild of Chester Cathedral "for all 
their skill, time and effort. 


