
  

 

Worship in the  
Cathedral: 
 
Weekdays: 
0730 Morning Prayer  
 (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
1230 Eucharist  
 (1130 on Thursdays) 
1730 Choral Evensong (said 

 service on Wednesdays) 
 
Saturdays: 
0900 Morning Prayer 
 (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
0930 Eucharist 
1615 Choral Evensong 
 
Sundays: 
0800 Prayer Book Communion 
 Service (said) 
1000 Cathedral Eucharist 
1130 Sung Mattins (or Prayer 

 Book Eucharist 3rd & 
 5th Sundays)  

1530 Choral Evensong 
1830 Evening Service on 1st 

 and 5th Sunday in month 
 
All subject to occasional 
variations as published  

January 2009 

Crossing the threshold 
 
I have never been much of a one for New Year 
resolutions. The start of any new year always 
leaves me feeling very conscious of how little 
has been finished or ended with the passing of a 
calendar year, how there is still so much to be 
done, so much learning about ourselves and the 
God we try to serve. Deciding to lose weight, or 

give up some habit, doesn’t work for me, or seem to be any 
more than an act of tokenism, in response to the enormity of 
God’s gift of himself which we celebrate at Christmas. A clever 
cartoon shows the three wise men having a conversation with 
one another. Two of them are holding the traditional gifts, but 
the third has in his hand an envelope. In response to the 
puzzled looks of the others he says ‘Yes, I know. But a token is 
so much lighter.’ 
 
Our response to the new life we have just celebrated at 
Christmas and the new future ahead of us needs to be deeper 
than a mere token gesture.  
 
Robert Louis Stevenson said ‘New beginnings are always 
delightful, the threshold is the place to pause.’ I’m not sure that 
new beginnings are always delightful. New beginnings may be 
full of promise but be close to endings which may have been 
painful. New beginnings always mean change and there is 
something in all of us that makes us want to hold onto old, 
familiar and comfortable things. That new present we had for 
Christmas- will it see the light of day or will we say it is too 
good for everyday use, only for ‘best’- a thinly disguised excuse 
for hanging onto the old.  But this year is different, for me at 
least. I do want to make a New Year resolution and to 
commend it to us all. 
 
On 20th January Barack Obama will be sworn in as the next 
president of the United States. In a very real sense we are on 
the threshold of a great new change. Like many of us, I 
watched the US election with interest, and rising hope and 
expectation – even within the cut and thrust framework that is 
the political game, Barack Obama came across as someone 
with authentic vision and the gifts to implement it. Reading his 
book, The Audacity of Hope, has encouraged me even more. 
Here is a man who tries not to fall into the trap of dualistic 
thinking: he recognises the importance of seeing both sides to 

(Continued on page 2) 

Opening Hours: 
 
Cathedral (for visitors) 
Mon-Sat  0900 - 1700 hrs 
Sun 1300 - 1600 hrs 
 
Cathedral Shop:  
Mon-Sat 0930 -1700 hrs 
Sun 1100 - 1600 hrs 
 
Refectory: 
Mon-Sat 0930 -1630 hrs 
 

In Residence: 
 1-10 Canon Christopher Burkett 
11-24 Canon Chris Humphries 
25-31 Canon Trevor Dennis 
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Saints’ Windows in the Cloisters  
S aint Hilary of Poitiers was born to wealthy polytheistic, pagan nobil-

ity, Hilary’s early life was uneventful as he married, had children 
(including Saint Abra), and studied on his own. Through his studies he 
came to believe in salvation through good works, then monotheism. As 
he studied the Bible for the first time, he literally read himself into the 
faith, and was converted by the end of the New Testament.   
 
Hilary lived the faith so well he was made Bishop of Poiters from 353-
369.  Hilary opposed the emperor’s attempt to run Church matters, and 
was exiled; he used the time to write works explaining the faith. His 
teachings and writings converted many.  He introduced Eastern theol-
ogy to the Western Church, fought Arianism with the help of Saint 
Viventius, and was proclaimed a Doctor of the Church in 1851. 
 
Born:  315 at Poitiers, France 
Died : 368 of natural causes 
Saints Day: 13 January (formerly 14 January) 
Patronage:  snakes, snake bites, backward children 

any argument or world view, of standing in 
someone else’s shoes and seeing with their 
eyes. 
 
Remarkably for a politician he speaks of 
being obliged to try to see the world through 
George Bush’s eyes, no matter how much 
he may disagree with him. He talks about 
empathy, how it calls us to task, 
the conservative and the liberal, 
the powerful and the powerless, 
the oppressed and the 
oppressor and shakes us out of 
our complacency. We are all 
forced beyond our limited 
vision. No one is exempt from 
the call to find common ground.   
 
This, of course, is profoundly challenging 
and I am not so naïve as to think that with 
Obama as President a new world will dawn 
overnight.  But I am excited at the 
connections that can be drawn with the 
universal message of Christ to us all. Human 
beings all suffer from the same delusion, that 
someone else is always the problem, not 
me. This results in what the French 
philosopher Rene Girard calls the scapegoat 
mechanism. Put at its simplest, we project 
onto others what we don’t like in ourselves, 
which leaves us free to hate the evil, to 
condemn and crucify, whilst insisting that we 
are right. We make our hatred and violence  

 
legitimate by saying we are protecting our 
religion, our children, our way of life. And so  
their violence is always bad and evil, whilst 
our violence is necessary and good. We 
seek to separate ourselves from evil in order 
to be holy. In Leviticus 16: 21-22  on the Day 
of Atonement a goat is brought into the 
sanctuary, all the sins of the people are laid 

ceremonially on the goat, and it 
is sent out into the wilderness to 
die. Problem solved! Leviticus 
defines holiness as separation 
from evil. 
 
That is not Jesus’ message. 
Jesus taught in his living and in 
his dying, that evil is overcome 

by absorbing and transforming it.  Jesus 
opposes our human instinct to destroy what 
we perceive as the source of a problem. 
Jesus shows us that holiness is not a matter 
of separating ourselves- we are right, you 
are wrong, which leads to violence and most 
of the ills in the world today. Rather we need 
to be able to see the other side, stand in the 
other person’s shoes, and own our own 
shadow side, acknowledging that none of us 
is wholly right. Jesus’ path of forgiveness 
and inclusion teaches us that if we put our 
energy into choosing the good instead of 
spending it on rejecting the bad we will 
overcome evil in a much better way.   

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

The Scapegoat painting  by  
William Holman Hunt 
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A New Cathedral 
Guidebook 
Despite being five years since publication, the 
current Cathedral souvenir guidebook has 
weathered well, but stocks are running low.  A 
new guidebook is in the first stages of editing 
and is due to be published in spring 2009.  In 
order to bridge the gap between the last of the 
existing books and the new one reaching the 
bookshelves, the Cathedral shop will be able to 
take advance orders for the new book as its 

publishing date approaches.  The new book will 
tell the story of the Cathedral from a fresh 
perspective; not just a chronology of the 
building, but also recounting moments of history 
that happened here. 
 
As well as the souvenir guidebook, a small short 
tour guide of the Cathedral is also being 
produced – a concise and informative, pocket 
sized accompaniment that will enhance a visit to 
the Cathedral and will be available to buy from 
the Cathedral Shop and at the Admissions desk. 

Thank You! 
A huge thank you is owed to so many people 
who contributed to making the Extravaganza, 
held on 6 December, such a success.   We 
raised about £2,370 to be divided between our 
Education Department and our link parish of 
Kondopoga in Karelia in Northern Russia, 
where they do such remarkable work with 
children and young people.   Hopefully many of 
you will have seen the display in the Cloisters 
during November and December. 
 
A selection of Cathedral musicians, the Bishop’s 
Hand Bell Ringers and “Dawn’s Chorus” made 
music outside the West doors, attracting custom 
and money!    
 
Over sixty businesses in and around the town 
showed enormous generosity in donating 
valuable gifts and tokens for the Tombola.    
None of us realised when we set out on this 
venture what a good public relations exercise it 
would be, with so many people, including many 
who were unable to donate anything, showing a 

real interest in what goes on in the Cathedral. 
We were absolutely delighted that the children 
from Sunday School got so involved, making 
Christmas cards and selling them after the 
Eucharist on the Sunday, raising a wonderful 
£48.50. 
 
The office and estate teams were unstinting 
with their support – we would have been lost 
without them and of course Richard Towndrow 
managed the money in his usual efficient and 
understated way – what a relief to have a 
reliable “money man!” 
 
Claire Chatterton and her education volunteers 
along with the “Russophiles” from within the 
congregation and beyond were indefatigable.   
And then, last but not least there were all of you 
who gave us so much for the Tombola and to 
sell.   We were almost overwhelmed! 
 
So, much to be grateful for!    
Thank you. 
 

Caroline Dennis 

I believe we have real reason to hope that 
Barrack Obama will follow this path of inclusion 
rather than separation. His appointments to the 
top posts show a commitment to a bipartisan 
approach and his public pronouncements bring 
hope that he will concentrate on what holds us 
together rather than what divides people and 
nations. Can he be a unifying force in the world? 
Will he be a great president? Only time will tell, 
but his election is a symbol of hope and I 
passionately believe it is better to live with hope, 
even knowing the seeds of disappointment are 
within it, than to settle for cynicism or 

indifference. 
 
So my new year’s resolution is two-pronged-  
to be  more hopeful- and to try harder to resist 
that scapegoat impulse that we all struggle with. 
I want my response to the precious gift of Jesus 
to be more than a mere token gesture; I want to 
give myself at a deeper level, allowing the 
spiritual transformation to take place in me and  
praying for it in us all. I dare to believe that 
crossing the threshold of this new year will be 
different, and trust that whatever happens, the 
eternal God is with us.  

Christine Bull 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Confirmation Classes 
As usual there will be a Confirmation Service in the 
Cathedral on Easter Eve, and all those interested in 
exploring Confirmation, both old and young, are invited to 
make themselves known to the clergy. Those under 18 
should submit their names to Canon Chris Humphries on 
or before Sunday 25 January, and adults should give 
their names to our Priest Pastor, the Revd. Christine Bull, 
by the same date. If you are not sure whether you will 
wish to be confirmed or not, please still come forward. 
One of the things we will do is explore what Confirmation 
means, and you will be able to decide for yourselves 
whether to go forward. Preparation classes will be held 
during Lent and the far side of Easter. Details of dates 
will be given once we have the lists of names and know 
more about when people will be available. 

Chris Humphries 

CALLED  TO SERVE 
Saturday 24 Jan  

From 10.00am—1.00pm  
In Chester Cathedral 

Are you feeling unfulfilled with what you currently do in church? 
Are you wondering if God might be calling you to a new ministry? 

Are you unclear at present about the next step? 
 
If so then CALLED  TO SERVE is an event in Chester Cathedral that is designed to help you.  
It concentrates on the three licensed ministries—Pastoral worker, Reader and Ordained 
ministry.  By the end of the morning you will be clear about how the three ministries differ 
and the training involved.  After time spent together, there will be “workshops” looking at 
each of these three ministries in more detail.  You are invited to attend two of the three 
“workshops”.  
 
Application forms are available from the Vergers an d need to be returned by 12th 
January at the latest. 

Martyrs, Monsters, and Global Meltdown: 
Reading Revelation in the 21st century 
Loveday Alexander, Canon-Theologian 

 
Thursday 22nd January 2009  

7.30pm 
Chester Cathedral 

 
The book of Revelation has always lurked on the margins of the Christian 
consciousness, fascinating and repelling by turns. It’s a first-century apocalyptic 
fantasy, which has been a happy hunting-ground for religious fanaticism down the 
ages. But it also has a lot to tell us about the world we live in and the great biblical 
themes of judgement, justice, and the victory of God. 
 
Free admission (inc. wine and refreshments) 

In the Garth Garden 
this month 

‘Narcissus 
'Rijnveld's 
Early 
Sensation' 
  
Hybrid 
raised in 
Holland in 
1943.  The 
only true 

Division1 trumpet daffodil to 
flower in January.  However, in 
the Cloister Garth of Chester 
Cathedral it commenced 
flowering in late November! 

 
 

Phil Hunt 
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Christmas Extravaganza 
Caroline Dennis has written on page 3 of this newsletter about the success of the recent 
Extravaganza. I would like to add my thanks for all the help and support that we received.  
Huge thanks to Caroline for all the hard work that she put in as organiser and to all the 
volunteers for their help in getting it all ready beforehand, helping on the stalls in the 
Cloisters and to those who braved the elements to sing or play handbells outside the 
Cathedral. The Education Department was delighted to receive over £1,000 from this 
event, which we hope to use to improve the facilities in the education room. It is also good 
to know that a similar sum is going to help our link parish in Kondopoga, Russia in their 
work with children. Some of the education volunteers and myself will be going on the 
Cathedral pilgrimage to Russia next Summer and look forward to seeing this work in action. 

Education Department News     

Many thanks to the King's Junior School for the banners which have 
been hanging in the Nave over the Advent and Christmas season. The 
banners were designed by Jane Hartley and all the pupils in the junior 
school took part in making them. The picture shows some of them 
admiring their work, before taking part in the King's School annual 
service of Nine Lessons and Carols.  Thank you also to Gerry Roxby 
and Allan Howe from the Cathedral's works department, who made the 
hangers for the banners and hung them in the Nave. 

 

Christmas Banners 

Claire Chatterton 
Education Officer 
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There is no typical day in the life 
of the Friends of Chester 
Cathedral. We employ no staff, 
have no office or telephone of our 
own, and overheads are minimal 
because we use the Cathedral 
Office as our postal address and 
have a space there for our 
computer and filing cabinet. The 
work of the Society is shared 
between a number of Council members and 
other volunteers who look after our various 
activities. In particular the Society’s officers 
share out the work as follows:   
 
Nicholas Fry (Hon. Secretary) is 
responsible for the AGM and Council 
meetings and their agendas, minutes etc, 
and he also works closely with Bernice and 
Peter Meredith and others in the planning of 
outings and events including an Annual 
Lecture held in the autumn.  
 
As Hon. Treasurer, I keep the accounts and 
act as our contact with the Charity 
Commission and the Inland Revenue. I also 
deal with much of the day-to-day business 
of subscriptions, bank payments, grants 
and payments to the Cathedral flower 
arrangers for flowers and memorial 
arrangements.  
 
Derek Jackson (Hon Membership 
Secretary) looks after publicity, membership 
leaflets, and keeping track of our 850 
members. 
 
The twice-yearly newsletters are edited and 
produced by James Gillespie, Kenneth Ball 
and myself. This involves the time 
consuming exercise of writing, collecting 
and collating the material, but we call upon 
a number of extra volunteers to help us with 
the addressing, packing and mailing 
envelopes to all our members. 
 
Refreshments and hospitality at Friends 
meetings and for other Friends groups who 
visit Chester from time to time are 
organised by Lyn Barritt and other helpers.  
The Friends Plant Sale at the Spring Bank 

Holiday is organised by a special 
group led by Caroline Dennis. This 
two-day event is supported by 
many Friends, members of the 
Congregation, local nurseries etc., 
and raises about £3,000 which 
goes towards our Flowers and 
Gardens funds. We are thus able 
to fund the flowers used throughout 
the year by the Cathedral flower 

arrangers led by Liz Hardman, as well as 
supporting improvements to the Cathedral 
gardens. 
The Friends Council meets four or five 
times per year and is chaired either by the 
Dean or by Canon Trevor Dennis. It 
includes the Society’s officers who are 
elected annually, and other council 
members* each elected for a four-year 
term. Our Patron is the Prince of Wales, 
and we have a membership of about 850 
including about 60 Parishes in the Diocese. 
 
Founded as an association in 1930 by 
Dean Bennett with the then Prince of Wales 
as Patron, the Friends of Chester Cathedral 
has been an independent registered charity 
since 1939. Most other Cathedrals have 
Friends Groups with memberships that vary 
from a few hundred to several thousand 
members. Some employ paid staff and 
have considerable overheads, and a few 
run their Cathedral's Shop. 
 
Total grants to the Cathedral in any one 
year vary considerably. They are made 
following requests from the Cathedral 
Chapter, but it is the Friends Council that 
makes the decisions about which projects 
to support. The table below shows the 
grants made during 2008. 
 
We would like to thank all our members and 
others who help us in various ways 
throughout the year. If you would like to join 
the Friends then pick up a leaflet in the 
cloisters near the NW door of the Nave, or 
have a word with one of the members of the 
Friends Council or visit our website 
www.chestercathedral.com 

Richard Towndrow 

A Year in the Life of the Friends of Chester Cathed ral 

Dean Bennett 
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After ordination in my home diocese of Liverpool, I was Curate of 
Speke for some five years and then Vicar of St. Mary’s Anglican-
Methodist Church in Halewood for four years. After that I was Rector 
of St. Mary, Wavertree for seven years. Bishop Peter was curate in a 
nearby parish. I then moved from Liverpool to Norfolk, a county we 
had known since shortly after ordination, to become Rector of 
Fakenham where I stayed for 12 years. I spent eight of those as Rural 
Dean of Burnham and Walsingham. An enjoyable part of my time 
there was being a duty chaplain for half a day a month at Norwich 
Cathedral during the summer visitor period.   

 
In 2000 I returned to the north-west to become Team Rector of Stockport South West and 
Vicar of St. George, Stockport. The Team Ministry was dissolved in October 2007 and I am 
now simply Vicar of St. George’s. We also look after our daughter church of St. Gabriel, 
Adswood.  I became Rural Dean of Stockport, a borough larger in population than the city 
of Norwich, in 2005. 
 
I have been married to Val for 37 years. She teaches modern languages at a local high 
school. We have two daughters, Jenny and Jilly. They both work in London, Jenny for  the 
housing charity Shelter at their London HQ and Jilly, who is also qualified as a barrister, 
works for a large recruitment agency. 
 
As to hobbies, as time allows, model railways, photography and a guilty interest in motor 
cars (without enough respect to my carbon footprint, I fear).   
 
I look forward to involvement in the life of the Cathedral. It is very important for clergy and 
laity alike to appreciate that there is a wider fellowship and family beyond the local parish. 
The Cathedral offers a wider vision and scope for ministry and I shall do my best to make 
those necessary connections to make our common life more of a reality.   
 
 

Alan Bell 

Meet the Members of our College of Canons 

Friends Grants to the Cathedral 2008 
Cassock Albs for Servers (final payment)  £76 
Protective Blinds for Cathedral Library  £2,000 
Stained Glass Protection Grilles (2nd grant) £8,000 
Music Department     £2,000 
New Robes for Nave Choir    £4,000  
Flowers in the Cathedral    approx £3,000 
5 Memorial Benches in Garth (40 Donations) £3,700 
Corner Bench and one Memorial Bench  £2,390 
Plants for Cloister Garth (final payments)  £1,610 
Renovation of “Water of Life” Statue   £1,469 
Total 2008 Grants     £28,245 
 
Other grants approved but not yet paid 
Russian Ikons (for Lady & St W. Chapels)  £3,600 
Signage in and around the Cathedral  £12,000 
Stained Glass Protection Grilles (3rd grant) £8,000 

Friends Council 
Members 2008/09 
 
Rosemary Little; Chris 
Jones; Margaret Caven; 
Kenneth Ball; Randal 
Hibbert; Roger Miln; Lyn 
Barritt; Claire Chatterton; 
Bernice Meredith and 
Margaret Brandon. 
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 NoticeboardNoticeboardNoticeboard   

 
 1 13.10 Organ Recital in the Nave by Roger  
  Fisher (Chester Cathedral 1967-96) 
 3 16.15 Choral Evensong sung by the Liverpool 
  Choral Scholars 
 4 15.30 Epiphany Carols in the Quire 
 8 13.10 Organ Recital in the Nave by  
  Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral) 
11  19.30 Asia Minor Pilgrimage meeting,  
  St Anselms 
15 10.00 Northern Deans Meeting, Cloister Rm 
 13.10 Organ Recital in the Nave by  
  Ian Roberts (Chester Cathedral) 
18  17.30 Choral Evensong sung by  
  “Schola Cantorum” of the King’s School, 
  Chester 
20  10.00 World to Rights Children’s drama  
  workshop and performance 
 19.30 Giving with Joy meeting, Cloister Room 
 

 
 

21  10.00 World to Rights Children’s drama  
  workshop and performance 
22  13.10 Organ Recital in the Nave by 
  Geoffrey Woollatt (Chester Cathedral) 
 19.30 Loveday Alexander Lecture see p4 
23-25 12.00 Art Exhibition on the Refectory stage 
24  10.00 Called to Serve—see p4 
26  19.30 NEW Organ Recital in the Nave  
29  13.10 Organ Recital in the Nave by  
  Graham Eccles (St Asaph) 
 

 DIARY DATES 

Congregational Lunch  1 February 
 

Tickets available from the Shop in January 

� � �� � � � � � 	 � 
 � �
 � ��� �� � � �� � �	 � �

 �� � � � � 	 
 �

� � �� �� � � � �

Advance Notice for February 
  1 11.00 Cathedral Eucharist and thanksgiving  
  for volunteers and institution of the  
  Revd Ian Arch—see above  
 12.30 Congregational Lunch  

To all Sidesmen, Servers, Sunday School Teachers, F lower Arrangers , 
Readers, Intercessors, Bellringers, and Chalice Ass istants 
 
The Cathedral clergy consider it important that we should, once a year, have a short ceremony during the 
main Sunday Eucharist at which those who support the high standards of our Liturgy are acknowledged 
for the value of their contribution, and participate in a re-commitment to serve for a further year.  
 
On Sunday 1 February, the fourth of these annual ceremonies of re-commitment and commissioning will 
take place and I very much hope that you will be able to attend.   
 
The service on that day is a combined one and begins at 11.00am.  Seating will be reserved for your 
group in the first few rows of the Nave.  During the service your group will be identified and asked to 
stand up together, after which you will be publicly thanked for your contribution.  Then, you will be asked 
to say some words of re-commitment for the following year (printed on the Service paper).  
 
If you are able to attend, please e-mail:  diane.jackson@chestercathedral.com or tel:  01244 500952 
stating your name and group to which you belong (for seating purposes). 
 
The Dean 

Institution of a New Minor Canon 
 
At the Cathedral Eucharist on Sunday 1 February, the Revd 
Ian Arch MA, MSc, Chaplain to the University of Chester, will 

be instituted as an Honorary Minor Canon of the Cathedral.  

It is expected that in this new role, Ian will find new 
opportunities to relate the University community to the 
Cathedral community.  


