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 FRIENDS OF CHESTER CATHEDRAL 

 NEWSLETTER 
 

JANUARY 2011 

““ AArrtt  aanndd  FFaaii tthh””   

 
“Water of Life” in the Cathedral Garth  

 
Statue in Hope Street, Liverpool 

in memory of  
Bishop David Sheppard and 
Archbishop Derek Worlock  

Friends Autumn Lecture 2010 
by Stephen Broadbent 

Those who filled the Chapter House in Chester Cathedral for 
the Friends’ Autumn Lecture last October were treated to a 
moving personal account by the celebrated sculptor, Stephen 
Broadbent, of his relationship between his life, art and faith. 
Apart from his statues which are well known to us in the 
Cathedral cloister garden and in Chester’s Town Hall 
Square, many of his other works can be found throughout N. 
W. England and beyond, and include the Sheppard / Worlock 
statue erected in Hope Street in 2008. That year, when 
Liverpool was European City of Culture, he gave the Roscoe 
Lecture in St George’s Hall about “Liverpool - City of 
Sculpture”. (This lecture can still be heard on the internet 
via http://vimeo.com/950957 ) 

The following article includes edited extracts from Stephen 
Broadbent’s lecture:- 

After paying tribute to Arthur Dooley with whom he worked 
in his early years, he spoke of the principle of having a love of 
the material being whatever the medium the artists wrestles 
with, also a love or respect of the place or person the work is 
for, and finally a love of the idea, the truth of the work. 

Stephen spoke of the idea that it takes two to make an artwork, 
one to make it and another to receive it, the work being complete 
and finished in the ‘receiving of another’, 
also that the artist can be a part of the 
society, not always in a sub-culture 
separated from real life. 

“We certainly need great places like 
Chester Cathedral that speak of 
constancy; a place where we can rise 
above the clamor, the din and sheer pace 
of our lives, to help us to rediscover those 
truths that are immutable and eternal.”   

“This is a building that ‘speaks of the 
Majesty, the Eternity, and the Glory of 
God’. The classic elements of 
Architecture are  “firmness, commodity, 
and delight," So of course our 
architecture needs to be firm and to defy 
gravity, and also have commodity, 
offering shelter and comfort, but also to 
delight!  And it’s the delight that’s so 
wonderful, and the remarkable part, 
particularly when all the other elements 
are working, and the roof’s not leaking.” 

“And this is what speaks to us, whether it 
be telling a story of faith, or celebrating 
civic life, or commercial endeavour. The 

story of Chester is told by its art and architecture, deliberately 
fashioned in stone and metal, a visual language is presented, that 
somehow in the thick of our humanity, however difficult things 

are....  attempts to make sense of who we are, 
presenting a world view - expressing what we 
hold dear- and what we choose to be reminded 
of.” 

“And that’s even the same for our homes, as on 
a personal level even your front door will say 
something about you. Your living room, the 
books and artifacts on the shelf, the pictures on 
the wall, and even the smells coming from the 
kitchen, will all present something of who you 
are, and what you hold dear.” 

“Seeing the closed west doors of the Cathedral 
is a sadness to me, as it gives the wrong 
message. It should be so much more than 
simply an entrance into a building, instead a 
gateway to a kingdom, it should be triumphal! 
A foretaste of heaven. The entrance to a place 
where we can cast off the workday cares and 
troubles to find solace, healing and sanctuary. A 
free gift of hospitality reflecting the 
Benedictine tradition of the Abbey Church.” 

Stephen spoke how we heard a poem through 
our ears, the sound of the words and it can 
conjure up thoughts of stillness and depth, 
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“Celebration of Chester”  
in the Town Hall Square  

 
Stephen Broadbent in his Studio 

mystery and meaning. “But a cathedral, 
as an expression of our worship, is a 
place for all the senses, it should stir up 
our whole being. And that’s difficult 
sometimes for us post reformation 
British, we did throw out an awful lot, 
and it’s formed us culturally into who we 
are. The problem now is that the wider 
culture has moved on and expresses 
itself through all the senses, and through 
a variety of media” . 

 “So to be in a cathedral brings a 
heightening of our senses, we should be 
transported. Through a sense of smell, 
which apparently is the speediest 
sense.... And then sight - light and 
colour, and touch, the feel of the place,... a wonderful patina 
created through generations.” 

“We really are wonderfully made, with a mandate from God or 
human calling to not just responsibly cultivate the earth, but to 
live life in all its fullness! and praise and glorify his name with 
all of our being! And Jesus was so creative and sensual in the 
way he ministered, through the everyday world, of things, 
objects, the use of storytelling, that special touch, washing feet, 
anointing with perfume.” 

The ‘water of life’ sculpture in the cloister garden, in many ways 
demands a sensory response. “Firstly there is a sense of arrival 
into this wonderful garden, and you quickly become captivated, 
and separated. But there is also a sense that something’s going 
on, you’re witnessing an exchange, a conversation. An intimate 
encounter between a man and a woman. There’s also the sound 
of water, which draws you in.” 

Stephen spoke how hard it is to depict biblical stories without it 
being sentimental, particularly when the artwork is figurative.  
“Often more abstracted artwork is able to convey a spiritual 
intensity, perhaps through it having a surplus of meaning, asking 
the viewer to respond using their own imagination. But this 
piece in the cloister garden does seem to connect with people, 
and provoke an emotional response, I regularly get letters from 
all over the world asking about it” 

“There’s an intensity, and intimacy, as though at that point no 
other person exists, and don’t we all love 
it when we connect with another in that 
way, and they’re not glancing over your 
shoulder to see if there is a better offer. 
“There’s also an ambiguity as to who is 
giving water to whom, with again that 
sense of touch as Christ’s hands cover the 
woman’s. There’s also the symbolism of 
her life springing out of his, and them 
becoming one.” 

Stephen showed images of the making of 
the ‘Water of Life” ; him working with 
wire and plaster, the lost wax casting and 
the installation. 

Stephen went on to speak about how the 
Western Church has majored on a 
narrative discourse, where the word has 
predominated, and a church culture 
developed that’s sadly grown suspicious 
of the arts. It’s been akin to a mystical 
retreat from the world, condemning the 

arts as worldly, almost sinful. Stephen spoke 
of the importance to him of the incarnation of 
Christ, “God becoming flesh is a wonderful 
endorsement of the fabric and matter of 
creation, the environment and all of its parts.”  

“One response has been that we divide our 
lives into two parts, a dualism, that keeps the 
spiritual and the secular in very separate 
boxes, but as a result we’ve created a cultural 
problem, the solidity of the cathedral stands 
for a singular worldview that really no longer 
exists, but people can’t stomach just one 
story, or the idea of a meta narrative, or ‘the 
truth’. Our culture instead responds to a post-
modern mindset which is a pick and mix of 
many truths and everyone’s own story.” 

“So the church withdrew from a wider cultural debate, and has 
played a minor role in influencing the arts, and our culture as a 
result has lost its saltiness, we no longer flavour the arts, and 
when we do have a go it’s not always terribly well-done, as 
we’ve have lost the skills, or have an agenda or motivation that 
spoils.”  

“We try to justify art, but art doesn’t need to be justified, it 
stands alone. I believe the arts can get to the heart of things, it 
can reconnect, move us more than argument and intellectual 
discourse can” . 

 “The renewal of art and faith needs to happen within the 
mindset of the Faith Community, and it’s going to take more 
than just opening up these great spaces for them to be used for a 
secular art agenda. Instead, artists of faith and none need to be 
engaged by the church. I love the way the modern artists who 
produced work for Coventry Cathedral responded to the call of 
creating a building that ‘speaks of the Majesty, the Eternity, and 
the Glory of God’. The Church should be funding the 
imagination, opening up the possibility of wonder, making the 
invisible visible, but not so much providing answers as 
reminding the world of questions it has forgotten to ask.” 

Stephen described how his passion has been for public art and of 
getting involved and engaged in society. Examples include the 
sectarian links between Glasgow and Belfast and Liverpool, and 
the creation of the Reconciliation sculptures for each city, and 

later for Richmond Virginia and the West 
African Republic of Benin following 
Liverpool’s apology for its role in the 
trans-Atlantic slave trade. Examples where 
“it’s not about the individual artist but 
about what the art symbolises for the 
community it was created for”. 

Stephen showed images and spoke of a 
number of commissions including the 
'Celebration of Chester' bronze statue in 
Chester's Town Hall Square which was to 
mark the 900th anniversary of the 
Cathedral, and it being about citizenship, 
work, and the freedom of worship or 
expression. “Art is a peg on which to hang 
your imagination.” Stephen Broadbent 
talked of the symbolism in the “River of 
Life” with water flowing to cleanse, in 
remembrance of the boy IRA bomb 
victims in Bridge Street Warrington.
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Howell- Jones 
 

Friends Changes  
The Friends of Chester Cathedral is a registered 
charity run entirely by volunteers. It is not part of 
the Cathedral organisation, but works closely with 
the Cathedral in all its activities. 

The AGM last June agreed to ask Rt. Hon. Frank 
Field MP to be a Vice President of the Friends and 
we are pleased to report that he accepted. He is 
chair of the Cathedrals Fabric Commission for 
England and a Lay Canon of the Cathedral. 
There have been a number of changes to the 
Friends Council. We thank Margaret Brandon, 
Margaret Caven, Kenneth Ball, Trevor Dennis, 
Randal Hibbert and Roger Miln for their 
valuable service on the Council. We shall also 
miss Kate Roberts when she and Ian move to 
Sheffield. We welcome new members Marianne 
Barber, Margaret  Bass, Chris Jones, and Biddy 
Brett Rooks.  

List of Officers and Council Members on p. 11. 

Arrivals and Departures 
The old year departs, and a new year arrives, and I wish you all a very happy New 
Year in 2011. The old year was a difficult time for many people and 
organisations, due to the ongoing recession, and the Cathedral has been no 
exception! However, I want to talk about people, not money. 

The life of a railway station is maintained by trains arriving and departing, and 
nobody (apart from trainspotters) is interested in the individual trains themselves. 
The life of a Cathedral, by contrast, is dependent on the contributions made by 
individuals and the arrivals and departures of individuals are significant. Over the 
past year, several key individuals have left the Cathedral in what has been the 
biggest period of change since I became Dean. 

Clergy – All Change  

Canon Dr Judy Hunt left us to become Archdeacon of Suffolk. We miss her 
efficiency and attention to detail in organising services and events. She has been 
replaced by Canon Jane Brooke, an expert in education, who as Chancellor now 
oversees our Cathedral Education programme. 

Canon Dr Trevor Dennis, our Vice Dean, retired in June. We miss his infectious 
enthusiasm for aesthetic projects, his challenging and unconventional sermons, his 
Bible talks, his passion for justice and his pastoral heart. Canon Peter Howell-
Jones of Birmingham Cathedral has been appointed to succeed Dr Dennis, and 
will take up his post here in June 2011. 

Canon Dr Christopher Burkett  left us to become Director of Ministry for the 
Diocese. Their gain is our loss. We miss the excellence of his preaching, and his 
full commitment to the life of our community here. We await his replacement. 

Bishop Alan Chesters has left us after 7 years of distinguished service on our 
Chapter. We will miss his wisdom and expertise, especially in education, and his 
very full participation in the Cathedral’s life and work. He is being replaced on 
Chapter by the Venerable Malcolm Squires, until recently Archdeacon of 
Wrexham 

Finally we have our very first Cathedral Curate, the Revd Dot Gosling. She 
brings her own specialism of Youth Ministry. 

Education 

Our Education Officer, Dr Claire Chatterton , left us to take up an academic post 
at the Open University. Her time with us was marked by particular success, 
including the coveted Sandford Award. She has been replaced by Nicola Preston, 
who has a theology degree and experience as a school teacher. 

Music 

Our Cathedral choir is renowned for its high standard of performance, but over the 
past few years our voluntary Nave choir has established its own high reputation, 
largely due to our Assistant Director of Music, Ian Roberts. Much to our regret, 
Ian will be leaving us early in 2011 to take up an important post. He will be much 
missed, and very difficult to replace. 

Library  

Our two ‘resident’ experts, Dr George Chivers and Dr Derek Nutall  both have 
retired from the library, having quietly contributed much over the years. Two new 
appointments have been made. Mr Peter Bamford  is our new librarian, having 
had a full career in librarianship prior to retirement. Our Canon Theologian 
Professor Loveday Alexander, has additionally been made Custos Librorum, 
which means that she will have an oversight of the Cathedral Library on behalf of 
the Chapter. 

Quite an inventory of departures and arrivals! But despite all the changes, the 
Cathedral community remains in good heart, looking to the past with gratitude, 
and to the future with hope. 

 The Dean      

 

 
Very Revd Professor Gordon McPhate  

The Dean’s Message  
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The Creation Window 

 

Refectory Roof 

 
Coats of Arms of the Earls of Chester and the Barons of  

the Court of the first Norman Earl of Chester, Hugh Lupus . 

The Church was at the centre of the 
religious life of the Monastery, but 
the Refectory was where 
Benedictine monks offered their 
renowned hospitality. In Chester we 
have one of the best surviving 
collections of monastic buildings in 
England, and we encourage Friends 
to look around them when they are 
eating or attending events in the 
Refectory of today. 

The Origins of the Building 

The Refectory was built as the dining 
hall for the forty or so Benedictine 
monks of the monastery, probably 
during the early part of the thirteenth 
century, around 1225-1250. It was a 
rebuild of the old Norman Refectory 
and the Romanesque door leading 
into the Refectory contains some of 
the earlier work. There is no 
evidence to suggest what the ceiling 
looked like - the supports for the roof do 
remain but not all are medieval. Extra 
windows were added in the fifteenth 
century and these can be recognised by 
their flatter Tudor' arches. 

Meals in the Refectory 

The Refectory occupied a very important 
part in the life of the monastery. The 
monks took all their meals here, at tables 
raised on low platforms to recall the 
'upper room' of the Last Supper. They 
had two main meals a day, at mid-day 
and suppertime, although the novices and 
the infirm were allowed a very small 
meal first thing in the morning. 
Conversation was forbidden, and one of 
the monks went up into the magnificent 

stone canopied wall-pulpit and read out 
suitable portions of the lives of the saints 
or other homilies, repeating any passages 
he considered particularly important.  

The Rule of St Benedict states that ‘The 
brethren were required to eat what was 
set before them, temperately, cleanly and 
cheerfully, to speak sparingly and not let 
their eyes wander. A monk was not to sit 
chin in hand, or spread his hands across 
his face; each brother should sit up 
straight and keep his arms off the table. 
He was not to wipe his teeth on the table-
cloth, or cut or wipe the tablecloth with 
his knife. Those who served the brethren 
ought not to rush about nor stand 
aimlessly in one place or gossip with the 
kitchen servers even about the dishes 

they received’ . 

The abbot sat on the raised dais 
at the far end of the room under a 
crucifix attached to the wall. His 
important guests sat on either 
side of him, and they could be 
very important indeed. They 
included several kings of 
England, notably Edward I, and 
Richard II who loved the city so 
much that he styled himself 
'Prince of Chester'.   

Dissolution to Modern Times  

After the Dissolution in 1540 the 
room became the King's School, 
which explains all the names 
carved on the walls by 
generations of schoolboys, 
particularly on the North wall. 
There is a small painting that 
gives us an idea of how it looked 

in the early 19th century, with its 
relatively plain roof that had been erected 
in 1804 by a Chester carpenter.  

In the latter 19th century the King's 
School moved to new buildings and the 
Refectory fell into a terrible state of 
disrepair, with a passage cut through it to 
allow the Dean of the day easier access to 
the Cathedral. A brick wall divided the 
west end from the rest of the room, and 
the western side was roofless. The east 
window was bricked up until 1914 when 
Old King's Scholars had it restored 
together with the pulpit by Giles Gilbert 
Scott. 

Our Medieval Refectory  
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Stone canopied wall- pulpit                 
The only other similar pulpit in England 
is in the Parish Church of Beaulieu in 
Hampshire which was originally the 

Refectory of the now ruined Beaulieu 
Abbey��

 
Coffee after Su nday E ucharist  

 

Refectory 
Treasures 

 

More information about 
the Refectory is included 
in a new booklet 
“ Refectory Treasures” 
which is now available 
from the Cathedral Shop 
and Refectory at £1.50. 
 

The booklet is only £1.00 on 
production of the Friends of Chester 

Cathedral Card. 
 

Visit the Refectory and Cathedral 
Shop next time you are in Chester, 
and take advantage of this special 

offer to Friends. 
 
 

In the 1920s, Dean Bennett decided that 
the Refectory should be restored as a 
place where the whole Diocese could 
meet and where Benedictine hospitality 
could be offered to the wider community 
of Chester. The first objective in his 
'strategic plan' was the glazing of the 
cloisters and the restoration of the 
Refectory. 

As for the roof, in 1923 it was 'replaced 
by a similar design' but it may well be 
that they simply replaced damaged parts 
of the existing roof. However, a 
magnificent new roof was built in 1939.  

The Hammer Beam Roof In 1939 
following an initiative of Chester 
Alderman Peter Jones JP, the present 
handsome roof was completed as his gift 
to the Cathedral and City of Chester. An 
arch brace and hammer beam design was 
chosen, a style found in many medieval 
halls such as the great roof of 
Westminster Hall.  

The ridge height of 56 feet required the 
pitch of the roof to be raised by 47 
degrees, much steeper than before, and as 
can be seen today, both the gable ends 
were raised, thus greatly improving the 
external appearance.  

The use of modern building technology 
speeded the work. The roof is made of 
steel, with an oak ceiling beneath, and 
boards and slates above. This design 
avoided the use of large timbers (which 
were probably not available), and the 

steel construction spread the load equally 
over the walls which might not have 
borne the load of a steep pitched thrusting 
roof.  

The wooden ceiling was built around the 
steel construction. The old 14th century 
corbels were re-used (including two 
found elsewhere), and new ones were 
carved to replace those that were lost. 

The Refectory had become very popular, 
and construction was achieved in only six 
months. It is hard to believe that 
dismantling the old roof was begun on 
May 22, 1939, and the last piece of 
scaffolding was taken down on 
November 22. Thankfully the roof 
survived the war, for us all to enjoy 
today. 

Decoration on the Refectory Ceiling 

The hammer-beam ceiling is richly 
decorated, both carved and painted. It has 
a mixture of coats of arms of people and 
places associated with the Cathedral’s 
history; monograms of residential and 
minor Canons as well as the initials of 
individual craftsmen and firms involved 
in the construction. This iconography 
forms a short-hand history of the 
development of the building from early 
times. Details are included in a new 
Cathedral booklet (see advert on this 
page). 

Windows and Tapestry 

The tracery in the large east window is by 
Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, and the stained 
glass dates from the 1920's. The outline 
of the two original lancet windows can be 
seen on either side. The window portrays 
the Saxon monarchs and saints who 
influenced the early history of the 
monastery, with St Werburgh in the 
centre, holding the Cathedral in her hand. 
The background of the window is formed 
by a tree, a symbol of the royal and 

saintly family. At the bottom of the 
window, on the left, is shown the great 
feast given when St Werburgh entered 
the abbey of Ely and the fair which used 
to be held in Chester on her feast day. 
Higher up on the right, the saint hangs 
her veil on a sunbeam. On either side are 
scenes from the history of her shrine.  

The superb modern west or 'Creation' 
Window was installed in 2001 to 
commemorate the millennium. Designed 
and made by the acclaimed stained glass 
artist Rosalind Grimshaw, it is truly one 
of the treasures of Chester Cathedral. 
Each of the upper lights represents one of 
the six days of creation, while the lower 
panels have a mostly scientific 
connection and give a modern take on the 
subjects and images in the upper lights. 
Above the four central lights is the dove, 
representing the Holy Spirit, and reaching 
over the whole window is the Hand of 
God, creating and blessing. These images 
are made of prismatic glass, to refract and 
reflect light into the Refectory beneath. 

The tapestry over the servery was woven 
at the Mortlake tapestry works in the 
early seventeenth century, one of a set 
from a cartoon by Raphael in 1515 for 
the Sistine Chapel. Until 1843 it hung at 
the east end of the Quire as the reredos to 
the High Altar. It shows St Paul in a 
celebrated scene with the sorcerer Elymas 
in Cyprus on his first missionary journey, 
when he strikes Elymas with temporary 
blindness for trying to prevent the 
proconsul Sergius Paulus from accepting 
the Christian faith. 
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Choir  Prizegiving in the Song School  

 
Cathedral Choir at the High Altar  

Music Director’s Report 
Events supported by the Friends 

Last May I heard the cathedral organ in a 
very different light.  David Briggs, the 
renowned organist, came to the cathedral 
to improvise a sound track to the silent 
film Phantom of the Opera.  It is true to 
say that, with all visiting organists, they 
play the organ differently, but in this 
context I heard sounds that I had not 
heard before, at least in the combinations 
that David was using.  It was 
tremendously atmospheric and he said to 
me that the Chester organ inspired him on 
this particular occasion to produce a 
wonderful accompaniment to the film. 
Later in the same month, the Cathedral 
Nave Choir and the 18th Century Concert 
Orchestra gave an excellent performance 
of Handel’s Messiah under the direction 
of Ian Roberts. I would like to thank 
again the Friends for their support of 
these events and their continuing support 
of the organ recital series. 

Comings and Goings 

The Cathedral Choir continues to 
encourage a tremendous level of 
commitment and loyalty from its 
members.  Choristers sit their school 
exams during the summer term, yet many 
of them, thankfully, do not take any time 
off choir for study leave. Head Girl 
Chorister Emily Burnett, who got straight 
As at A' level and one of our best singers, 
refused to take time off. We said farewell 
to her at evensong on the last day of the 
summer term and her many vocal 
achievements have already been 
highlighted in previous articles for this 
magazine. Organ Scholar Simon Walker 
left Chester for work in Canada, and we 

thank him for his playing and assistance 
during the last academic year.  In 
September we welcomed Laurence 
Lyndon-Jones and more can be read 
about him on page 7. 

Brian Greensill 

It was with great sadness in August that 
we learned of the death of former Senior 
Lay Clerk and first Lay Succentor, Brian 
Greensill.  I had known Brian since my 
days as a chorister in the Cathedral Choir 
and subsequently worked with him when 
returning to Chester in 2002 when he was 
still a Lay Clerk.  Brian’s musicianship, 
both as a singer and director, were 
exemplary.  His singing and support of 
the music at the cathedral was greatly 
valued by my predecessors Roger Fisher 
and David Poulter.  A motet, by Chester-

born composer Howard Skempton and 
commissioned by Liz and Bill Hardman 
in Brian’s memory, was premiered on 
BBC Radio 3 on 22 December, sung by 
the Cathedral Choir.   

Choral Scholars 

In September we welcomed former 
choristers Charlie Bertinat and Sebastian 
Fayle to their new roles as Choral 
Scholars. We are now lucky to have a full 
complement of Scholars singing with the 
Lay Clerks.  Charlie, along with fellow 
Choral Scholar Matthew Andrews sang 
for a number of years with the Cathedral 
Nave Choir before rejoining the 
Cathedral Choir. 

Ian Roberts 

I am pleased to 
inform you that 
Ian Roberts, our 
Assistant Director 
of Music, has 
been appointed 
Director of Music 
at St John’s 
Church, Ranmoor, 
Sheffield.  Ian has 
served the cathedral with distinction as 
chorister and, for the last seven and a half 
years, as Assistant Organist and 
subsequently Assistant Director of Music.  
He has been a valued friend and superb 
colleague and we all wish him and Kate 
well when they move to Sheffield in 
March.  

Music 

 
Ian Roberts  
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Music Dates for your Diary 
Saturday 29 January at 5.15 pm   

Concert by Roger Fisher (piano) and Philip 
Rushforth (organ), including Mozart’s Piano 
Concerto No 17 in G major with organ 
accompaniment and Handel’s Organ 
Concerto No 10 in D minor. 

Saturday 12 February at 7.30 pm. 

Candlelit concert by the Cathedral Nave 
Choir. Last one directed by Ian Roberts. 
Music from the 16th and 17th centuries with 
works by Purcell, Buxtehude, Monteverdi 
and Lassus. The centre-piece of the 
programme will be Giacomo Carrissimi’s 
oratorio Jephte.  Tickets are available from 
the Cathedral Box Office.  

Saturday 7 May at 7.30 pm. 

 The Cathedral Choristers will be performing 
with the Chester Music Society conducted 
by Graham Jordan Ellis. in John Rutter’s 
Mass of the Children.  The concert will 
include Francis Poulenc’s Gloria and Organ 
Concerto with soloist Philip Rushforth.  

 
At Eaton Hall 

 
At Plemstall  

Outreach 

A joint Sung Eucharist was held with 
the King’s School on 12 September, 
where the school choir and orchestra 
led the worship at the 10 a.m. Sung 
Eucharist.  Links with King’s are, 
arguably, stronger than ever and 
much praise was leveled at the choir 
and orchestra.  The Cathedral Choir 
sang evensong (at the invitation of 
the Reverend Dr Mark Hart, a choir 
parent) in Plemstall Parish Church on 
26 September.  Members of the 
church were delighted that the choir 
led their worship. 

Requiems 

On 31 October, the choir sang a 
Requiem for All Saints and All 
Souls.  A capacity congregation 
attended a moving performance of 
John Rutter’s sublime setting of the 
Requiem Mass where cello, oboe and 
organ accompanied the choir.  Two 
weeks later, the Remembrance Day 
services took on a particular 
poignancy with the return of the 
Mercian Regiment that same week.  
Maurice Duruflé’s  Requiem was 
heard at the 11.30 Eucharist and it is 
testament to the dedication of the choir 
that two major works were sung in the 
space of two weeks, together with the 
other daily worship, so soon after the half 
term holiday.   

Friends Grant for Cassocks 

I am delighted that the Friends have been 
able to fund the purchase of new choir 

robes.  The boys’  and men’s cassocks are 
twenty-five years old now and, although 
they have worn well, are beginning to 
show their age.  I am sure a photograph 
of the choir in their new robes will grace 
these pages soon. 

Support for Saturday Singing Club 

The Friends have also recently agreed to 
support our Saturday Singing Club where 
children of primary school age across 
Chester and further afield meet and have 
fun singing and making music. Its 
popularity and success is flourishing. 
There are no auditions and all are 
welcome regardless of background or 
musical ability. We have also embarked 
on further work with local primary 
schools in a new project called Singing 
Partnerships, which will enable yet more 
children to enjoy and benefit from 
working with our music department.    

Compline with the Nave Choir 

The Cathedral Nave Choir continues to 
flourish and develop with a number of 
new members having started in 
September. The introduction of regular 
Sung Compline services at 6.30pm on 
Sundays has been a great success and 
they are a beautiful addition to our 
regular pattern of music and worship.  

Philip Rushforth (Director of Music) 

Organ Scholar 
Laurence Lyndon-Jones joined the 
Music Department as Organ Scholar 
last September. He is a recent 
graduate of Pembroke College, 
Oxford, where he read mathematics 
and was Organ Scholar for four 
years. He started in cathedral music 
as a chorister at St. Albans Cathedral 
and began learning the organ there 
after leaving the choir. Whilst Organ 
Scholar at Pembroke, he conducted 
the chapel choir on tours to Tallinn, 
Milan and Barcelona and at two 
evensongs at Westminster Abbey in 
London. He also organised and 
conducted a CD recording by the 
choir in 2008 called Locus Iste. 
Laurence has played organ recitals at 
Pembroke, St. John’s, Harris 
Manchester and Exeter Colleges in 
Oxford, and at St. Albans Cathedral. 
He was the conductor of the 
Arcadian Singers of Oxford in 2010, 
and conducted a performance of 
Monteverdi’s Vespers of 1610 
in Oxford’s 
old Sheldonian 
Theatre. 

Laurence has really 
enjoyed his first few 
months as Organ 
Scholar at Chester, 
and has particularly 
enjoyed 
accompanying the 
choirs and playing in 
the weekly organ 
recital series. 

 
Laurence Lyndon -

Jones  

2011 Cathedral Organ Recitals 
February 

3  Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral) 

10  Colin Walsh (Lincoln Cathedral) 

17  Ian Roberts (Chester Cathedral) 

24  Roger Fisher (formerly Chester Cathedral) 

March 

3  Graham Eccles (St Asaph) 

10  Laurence Lyndon-Jones (Chester Cathedral) 

17  James Davy (Blackburn Cathedral) 

24  Richard Walker (Shrewsbury) 

31  Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedal) 

April 

7  Joseph Wicks (Salisbury) 

14  Paul Derrett (Hull) 

21  Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral) 

28  Roger Fisher (formerly Chester Cathedral) 

May 

5  Paul Hale (Southwell Minster) 

12 Marco Lo Muscio (Italy) 

19  Laurence Lyndon-Jones (Chester Cathedral) 

26  Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral) 
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The Cathedral congregation said a fond 
farewell to Bishop Alan Chesters on 
Advent Sunday. In the December issue of 
the Cathedral Monthly News, the Dean 
wrote:  
“ When Bishop Alan Chesters retired as 
Bishop of Blackburn, he came to us as a 
member of the Chester Cathedral Chapter. 
Over the past seven years, Dr. Chesters has 
quietly ministered in the Cathedral and has 
made a significant contribution to its 
governance, life, and mission. Much to our 
regret, he and his wife Jennie have decided to 
move to the South East, in part for health 
reasons, and also to be nearer their son and 
his family. They leave with our profound 
gratitude. 

At this point of his departure from us, I have 
asked Bishop Alan to contribute this month's 
newsletter article, in which he reflects on his 
time amongst us... ”  

Some Farewell Thoughts 
A Cathedral in the Heart of the City 

With its many carol services, anticipating 
Christmas, December is one of the 
busiest times in the Cathedral year. 
Christmas celebrates Christ's coming 
among us, the Word made flesh, God in 
our midst. Unlike Liverpool whose 
cathedral towers over the city, or York 
Minster whose vast building dominates 
York, Chester Cathedral wonderfully 
symbolises the Christmas message, a 
cathedral which is almost a hidden gem 
in the very heart of the city. With its 
collection of medieval monastic buildings 
this house of God has a 'homely feel' to it 
which provides an appropriate setting 
both for private prayer and for those great 
services which mark the significant 
events in the life of the diocese, region 
and nation. 

Worship – The Key to the Cathedral’s 
Existence 

It has been a privilege which has brought 
me great joy to be part of the Cathedral's 
life for the last seven years I have 
discovered the Cathedral's life has many 
facets as it continues its core work of 
worship and prayer for differing groups 
and individuals, welcomes pilgrims and 
tourists from all over the world with their 
own expectations, meets the educational 
needs of visiting schools and provides an 
appropriate venue for a whole range of 
cultural activities.. 

From the outset the worship in which I 
have shared, on both sides of the altar 
rail, has been a great source of inspiration 

to me. I marvel at the consistent high 
quality of that worship, reverently 
presented with stimulating preaching and 
splendid music, offered daily to such high 
standards. Do treasure this inheritance in 
the heart of the city. 

The Challenges the Cathedral Faces  

I could wish that my years on the Chapter 
had been easy ones in the life of the 
Cathedral. Inevitably Chapter meetings 
have often been dominated by efforts to 
cope with the large debt left on the Song 
School (a magnificent addition to the 
Cathedral's facilities) and with the regular 
overspend on ongoing activities. 
Although I can understand why in their 
efforts to sustain the core work of the 
Cathedral, its endowed estate has been 
neglected by earlier generations, the 
result is that it no longer provides the 
financial resources required. I can only 
admire the way the present Chapter, 
under Dean Gordon's gentle leadership, 
have set about tackling this immense 
challenge and taken some hard decisions 
which in other circumstances it would not 
have wished to make. 

The Cathedral’s Mission Today  

I am particularly pleased that we have 
been able to continue the work of the 
education department. For me this is a 
clear sign of the Cathedral's intention to 
be part of the Church's outreach. For 
many youngsters who come with their 
schools this is one of their only 
opportunities to experience a Christian 
place of worship and hopefully catch a 
glimpse of the living church. One of the 
Cathedral's greatest assets in this 'secular' 
age is that people still find their way 
there. This means that the work of the 
staff, both professional and volunteers, 
has to be of the highest quality, at all 

times presenting the Gospel and the 
Cathedral's mission in a positive way and 
showing appropriate pastoral care. I 
suspect there is still work to be done to 
make better links between those who 
work in a paid capacity and the 
volunteers. Mutual understanding and 
trust are vital for the future for no matter 
how fine the buildings, it is the people, 
and not least the regular congregation 
who bring it to life.  

I thank God for all that the Cathedral 
family has given to me. My prayer is that 
it continues to be a welcoming house of 
prayer, a space where all may come and 
be brought closer to realising God's love 
in their lives.                         Bishop Alan 

 

“Cathedrals Making Friends" - 
York St John University 

Research Project 
At the National Conference of the 
Friends of Cathedrals, Abbeys and 
Greater Churches last autumn, a talk by 
Judith Muskett, (PhD student in 
Theology and Religious Studies at York 
St John University) described her 
research project on the role of cathedral 
Friends' associations. In particular, she 
wishes to discover what motivates people 
to become cathedral Friends; how much 
they participate in the association's 
activities, pray for their cathedral, and 
volunteer for their cathedral (and 
elsewhere); and how membership fits in 
alongside Friends' own social, cultural 
and religious life. 

Judith is conducting a survey amongst 
several thousand cathedral Friends across 
England. We have agreed to participate in 
this research, along with eight other 
Friends' associations, and a questionnaire 
is enclosed with this newsletter. A 
contribution towards extra postage costs 
of this newsletter ensures that neither our 
association nor Chester Cathedral are out 
of pocket. 

Participation is entirely voluntary, but we 
hope that as many individual Friends as 
possible will take the time to complete 
and return the questionnaire directly to 
York St John University. All replies will 
be confidential and entirely anonymous, 
so Friends can feel free to express their 
views on the themes raised in the 
questionnaire. 

Nicholas Fry 

Farewell to Bishop Alan Chesters 
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June  2010 

 
Adlington Hall 

 

 
Warburton Church 

 

 
 

 
September 2010 

 

 
Guided Tour of Brecon Cathedral  

by the Dean 
 

 
Croft Castle 

 

Friends Outings 2010 
In June, a group of Friends set out on a 
‘Cheshire’ day to visit some of the 
attractions of our own glorious county. 
As usual, GHA provided our coach 
driven by Howard and the first port of 
call was Tatton Park for coffee, then on 
to the medieval ‘old’ church at 
Warburton which is one of only 27 
surviving timber-framed parish churches 
in England. The town was called 
Warburgtune in the Domesday Book, 
derived from ‘St Werburgh’s  ‘tun’ or 
town, so there was a very clear 
connection with Chester.  Nikolaus 
Pevsner in his book ‘Buildings of 
Cheshire’ says it is "a lovable muddle" 
and indeed the building reflects an 
extraordinarily complex building history. 
Nick Fry gave a short talk about the 
church and we then had time to look 
around and enjoy the atmosphere of this 
remarkable and evocative survival.��

We then proceeded to the Hunting Lodge 
at Adlington Hall for lunch, a meal which 
exceeded everyone’s expectations. The 
food was delicious and the staff was both 
efficient and welcoming.  We were then 
met by our guides for a very informative 
tour of the Hall, which was opened 
especially for us. The house is a mixture 
of Tudor timber framing combined with 
Georgian brick work resulting in 
something of a split personality. The 
contents of the house include a grand and 
very rare seventeenth century organ, once 
played by Handel. Our visit concluded 
with a cream tea before returning to 
Chester in the early evening.  

For our overnight visit in September, 
Brecon Cathedral in south Wales was our 
destination.  Our first visit was to 
Stokesay Castle in Shropshire which is 
arguably the finest and best preserved 
fortified medieval manor house in 
England, although one of the main 
attractions was the lovely little teashop! 
Lunch was taken at the award winning 
restaurant of the Milebrook House Hotel 
which prides itself on its locally sourced 
menu and indeed, it certainly deserves its 
excellent reputation.  Croft Castle in 
Herefordshire was our next port of call; 
originally a 17th century stone manor 
house built close to the site of a medieval 
castle, it was rebuilt in the 18th century in 
the Gothic style.  

After our visit to Croft, we journeyed on 
to the Metropole Hotel in Llandrindod 

Wells for a reception, dinner and 
overnight stay. The hotel was extremely 
comfortable and everyone commended 
the quality of the rooms and the 
friendliness of the staff.  

After breakfast we carried on to Brecon 
Cathedral where we were met by the 
Dean, who showed us around this 
beautiful church – our thanks must go to 
him for the warmth of his welcome. A 
Norman Benedictine Priory was founded 
on the site in 1093 and this became the 
Parish Church in the 16th century at the 
time of the dissolution of the monasteries. 
One of its many treasures is the 
extraordinary 12th century font, carved 
with masks, birds and beasts. We were 
made very welcome at the midday 
Eucharist and took our lunch in the 
Pilgrim’s Restaurant which adjoins the 
Cathedral.  

On the way home we visited the Ludlow 
Food Centre, a purpose built complex 
which offers the best fresh, local, 
seasonal and handmade food. Our visit to 
the Centre provided the perfect 
opportunity to stock up on some real 
treats – a reminder of a wonderful outing. 

Nicholas Fry (Hon. Secretary) 
 

 
2011 Outing on Wed 25 May  

 

 
Penrhyn Castle, near Bangor 

This year’s Spring Outing will be on 
Wednesday 25 May. We shall be 
visiting Trefriw Woollen Mills, one of 
the few remaining mills of what was once 
an important Welsh industry. After lunch 
at the Groes Inn, (recently named 
Britain’s Inn of the Year), we shall then 
proceed to Penrhyn Castle. This is a 
National Trust property which is an 
extravagant example of early 19th 
century neo-Norman architecture.   

 

See enclosed sheet for details. 

Friends Outings 
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Colin Walker receiving Champagne   

from FCM Chairman Peter Toyne  

Friends Card 
This card, issued to members of 
the Friends of Chester Cathedral, 
entitles the holder, on presentation 
of the card, to:  

 10% discount in the Cathedral 
Shop and the Cathedral 
Refectory Cafe (min. spend £10)   

 Free entry to the Cathedral 
with one guest. (again on 
presentation of the card.)  

 

 

Readers may recall that, in the Friends’ 
Newsletter of June 2007 I wrote an article 
about the Friends of Cathedral Music 
(F.C.M.). This inevitably included an 
invitation to all members of the Friends 
of Chester Cathedral to also join the 
F.C.M., the final paragraph optimistically 
concluding with the remark that I might 
win a bottle of champagne for the highest 
percentage of new recruits.  I am 
delighted to report that I did indeed win 
the coveted bottle for the Chester Diocese 
and thanks to all who may have been 
inspired to join as a result of that article. 
(For those who weren’t the invitation still 
stands!) 

In common with many organizations we 
are an aging group and regrettably my 
last year’s figures showed an overall 
increase of just one new member because 
the number of recruits only just exceeded 
the number of members who had 
unfortunately died. 

Last October my wife Janet and I 
attended a National Gathering of F.C.M. 
members from all over the U.K. at 
Hereford Cathedral (Chester hosted one 
in June 2007). It was a splendid occasion 
and it was encouraging to find 16 other 
members from Chester Diocese were also 
present. These occasions are always 
inspiring with wonderful music from the 
Cathedral choir and organist, this 
complemented with excellent dinners and 
lunches and trips to nearby places of 
interest. Referring back to the last 
paragraph however, as one looked over 

the assembled gathering one couldn’t 
help but notice a vast sea of grey hair and 
glasses, which emphasizes the 
importance of  attracting new, and 
hopefully younger members to the ranks. 

2011 sees the centenary of the birth of the 
founder of the F.C.M. Rev. Ronald 
Sibthorp. The 1939 – 45 war had resulted 
in a reduction of the frequency of Choral 
Matins and Choral Evensong, and at no 
Cathedral did it appear to be anyone’s 
business to return to the pre-war norm. 
Early attempts to put this right were 
frustrated, but undeterred Sibthorp wrote 
to the national press suggesting the 
formation of the F.C.M.. He was 
encouraged to receive much help mainly 
from lay people, business, and 
professional men who offered their 
services and the inaugural meeting took 
place on the 2nd. June 1956 and from then 
has grown to over 3000 members. 

It is because of the vision and work of 
Rev. Ronald Sibthorp (who died in 1990) 
that we largely owe the outstanding 
quality of music so readily available in 
Cathedrals and colleges around the 
country – indeed throughout the world. 

I mentioned in my last report about the 
excellent F.C.M. magazine “Cathedral 
Music” which is sent free to all members. 
You will be interested to know that the 
latest edition includes an article about our 
own Director of Music Philip Rushforth 
within its packed pages. I have a few 
spare copies if any non-members would 
like to have one.       

Colin Walker     

FCM Gathering in Chester 
A Chester Diocesan Gathering is being 
organized for Saturday May 21st. 2011 at 
the Cathedral, to which all members and 
non-members are invited. For details 
nearer the time please contact: 

    Colin Walker (Tel: 01928 733326) 

Treasurer’s Provisional Report 
on Friends 2010 Accounts 

The Friends had another good year in 
2010 despite a drop in income mainly due 
to low interest rates and other effects of 
the recession. Regular income at nearly 
£30,000 was several thousand pounds 
down on the previous year.  

Subscription income at about £11,000 
was up a bit, though gift aid at £2,764 
was lower. Gift aid was higher in 2009 
due to the 2008 memorial bench appeal. 
A legacy of £5,000 was received from the 
estate of Miss A.B.Leech. 

The Flowers and Gardens fund 
received £2,500 from the Plant Sale 
(down on 2009 due to very poor weather 
and also the economic climate), but well 
over £3,000 was again received in 
donations from individuals for Cathedral 
Flowers, memorial arrangements and 
wedding donations. Again we wish to 
thank all who contributed, as well as 
those members who made other 
donations during the year. 

Grants to the Cathedral during the 
past year have totalled over £20,000 (see 
list below). Discussions have also been 
held recently with the Cathedral about 
future projects where the Friends might 
wish to provide supporting grants from 
the funds which we have received from 
legacies in recent years. 

Richard Towndrow (Hon. Treasurer) 

 
 

Friends 2011 Subscriptions  
2011 subscriptions were due this 

month, and many members have 
already paid by Bankers Order.  

For those who pay by cheque and 
have not yet done so, a subscription 
form and envelope is enclosed, and we 
would appreciate if you could return it 
to us with your payment as soon as 
possible. 

Friends Grants in 2010 
 Choir cassocks (initial grant) £5,000 
 Gold Vestments £2,535 
 White Vestments (initial grant) £2,000 
 Albs for servers (several more) £245 
 Support grant for organ recitals £2,000 
 Support for other musical events £835 
 Computer terminal  £500 
 Reservation cards for Nave £120 
 Contribution to visitor leaflets £500 
 Several new hand driers for toilets £645 
 Camera (wide angle, low light) £300 
 Flowers in the Cathedral  approx £4,750 
 Plants for Cathedral gardens £880  

Total 20 10 Grants £20, 310 
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The Friends of Chester Cathedral   
(Charity No. 501740) 12 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU.    

Telephone 01244 324756   email: friends@chestercathedral.com  

Patron:  HRH The Prince of Wales  

President:  The Lord Bishop of Chester  

Vice Presidents: Sir William A. Bromley Davenport; Rt.Hon.Frank Field MP 
Alderman Mrs.R.F.McConnell ;   

Chairman:   The Dean of Chester    

Hon. Secretary:  Mr N.J.Fry    

Hon. Membership Secretary:   Mr  D.N.Jackson 

Hon. Treasurer:   Mr R.F.R.Towndrow    

Newsletter Editors: Mr R.F.R.Towndrow, Mr J.S.Gillespie and Mr K.D.Ball. 

Hon. Auditors:   Benjamin Morris & Co     

Chapter Representative: -  vacant - 

Council Members  (Until mid-year):  
Mrs L. Barritt (2011); Dr C.S. Chatterton (2011); Mrs B.P.Meredith (2012); 
Mr J.S.Gillespie (2013);  Mrs K.C.Roberts (2013); Miss B. Brett Rooks 
(2013); Mrs M. Barber (2014); Mrs M. Bass (2014); Mr C. Jones (2014). 

 

For copies of the Friends Membership Leaflet, Flower Donation Form 
and back copies of thi s newsletter v isit the Friends page on the 
Cathedral website : 

http://www.chestercathedral.com/chester-cathedral-friends.htm  
 

 

Sunday Services at 11.30 am and 6.30 pm  
Changes were made last September to the pattern of 
11.30 am and 6.30 pm services. The main Cathedral 
Eucharist service at 10 am and Sunday Evensong at 
3.30 pm remained unaltered.  

Civic and special services sometimes replace the 
11.30 service. Alterations are also made occasionally 
made to other services. See weekly notices, or 
monthly lists of services which are also on the website: 
http://www.chestercathedral.com/chester -
cathedral -services-monthly.htm  

11.30 am Book of Common Prayer  
BCP Choral Eucharist is now held twice a month on 
the first and third Sundays of the month. 

Choral Mattins  is now on the second, fourth, and 
fifth Sundays.  

Whenever possible, the Preacher at the 11.30 
service will be different from the Preacher at the 
preceding 10 am Cathedral Eucharist on that day.  

6.30 pm Sunday evening services  

Regular services were re-introduced last September 
for a trial period of ten months.  

Wholeness and Healing  service is still on the first 
Sunday  of the month. 

Worship in the Taizé Style  is held several times per 
year – see notices 

Compline  is sung (or occasionally said) on other 
Sunday evenings  in the Quire or Lady Chapel. 
Chanting of the office is undertaken by the Cathedral 
Nave Choir with plainsong and other simple and 
quiet music. There are psalms, a reading, homily and 
a short time of prayer followed by a time of 
contemplation as a suitable piece of organ music is 
played. 

 

General Information 
Worship in the Cathedral: 

(Times are subject to occasional variations) 
Weekdays: 

0830  Morning Prayer (St Anselm’s Chapel)  
1230  Eucharist (1130 on Thursdays) 
1730  Choral Evensong (said on Wednesdays) 

Saturdays: 
0900  Morning Prayer (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
0930  Eucharist 
1615  Choral Evensong 

Sundays: 
0800  Prayer Book Communion Service (said) 
1000  Cathedral Eucharist 
1130  Sung Mattins (or Prayer Book Choral Eucharist 

on 1st & 3rd Sundays) 
1530  Choral Evensong 
1830  Evening Service (see below) 

Visitors Opening Hours: 
(Times are subject to occasional variations) 

Visitors: 
Mon-Sat 0900 – 1700 Sun 1300 - 1600 

Cathedral Shop: 
Mon-Sat 0930 -1700 Sun 1100 - 1600 

Refectory: 
Mon-Sat 0930 -1630 Sun 1200-1600 

Principal Cathedral Events: February to July 2011 
Organ Recitals every Thursday at 1.10 pm  

February  
Saturday  12  7.30 pm Nave Choir Concert by Candlelight 
Thursday 24   7.30 pm Chetham’s Music School Concert 
March  
Saturday  5   7.30 pm Chester Philharmonic Orchestra Concert 
Saturday 26  7.30 pm Chester Music Society Concert 
April  
Friday 1  7.30 pm Kings School Concert 
Saturday 2  7.30 pm Chester Bach Singers Concert 
Tuesday 5  7.30 pm Abbey Gate Passiontide Service 
Sunday 10  11.30 am Baby Memorial Service 
  Monday 11 April to Saturday 28 May  
  Art Exhibition in the South Transept  
Saturday  16  7.30 pm Chester Philharmonic Orchestra Concert  
Friday  22  Good Friday  
Sunday  24  Easter Day 
Saturday  30     7.30 pm The Return of Carlo Curley - Organ Concert 
May   (Supported by the Friends) 
Saturday  7   7.30 pm Chester Music Society Concert 
Friday & Saturday           13 and 14 May           10 am to 4 pm  
   FRIENDS PLANT SALE ( see page 12 ) 
Thursday  19   11.00 am Mothers Union Diocesan Service 
Saturday  21  7.30 pm Nave Choir Concert 
June    Wednesday 1 June to Tuesday 21 June  
  Exhibition of Giants in the South Transept 
 

Tuesday   14   5.30 pm FRIENDS’ DAY - Choral Evensong in Quire  
  6.30 pm  -  AGM in the Chapter House 
  7.30 pm  -  Buffet in the Refectory 
Saturday 18   5.00 pm Ordination of Priests 
Saturday  25  7.30 pm Chester Philharmonic Orchestra Concert  
July  
Sunday  3  10.00 am Ordination of Deacons 

 

The above dates are provisional and may be subject to change.For further information 
and for other events, please check on www.chestercathedral.com 
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Christmas Flowers 

 
 

FRIENDS PLANT SALE  
 in the Cathedral Cloisters  

Friday 13 & Saturday 14 May 2011 
(Please note that the dates have been changed so as to 

avoid the date of the Royal Wedding)  
As soon as the weather permits, please start potting, 

planting and dividing plants in time for them to be ready 
for the sale. 

Bring your homemade jams, chutneys, cakes, 
marmalades, biscuits, pies, etc. for sale on Saturday 

Contact Derek Jackson (01244 350293) if you have 
any offers or queries 

 
The Dean, Canon Jane Brooke and Canon Christopher 

Hump hries at Christmas in the new Gold Vestments donated 
by the Friends 

 
Princess Anne Visits Chester Cathedral  

 
HRH The Princess Royal and the Dean after the  
National Association of Townswomen ’s Guild ’s   

Annual Christmas Service  
 

 
 

Advent Candles 

Flower Donations 2011 
During the past year many Friends, members of 
the Cathedral Congregation and others have 
again made generous donations for Cathedral 
flower arrangements, memorials, weddings and 
other special occasions, as well as for Easter 
and Christmas flowers.  

We wish to thank all those who have 
contributed, and we also thank the members of 
the “Flower Guild of Chester Cathedral " who 
have arranged the flowers throughout the year. 

A donation leaflet for 2011 is included with 
this newsletter.  

Copies also available in the Cathedral Office or 
on the Friends page of the Cathedral website: 

www.chestercathedral.com  

Donations and enquiries to: 

Mrs Liz Hardman  (Tel: 07946 396820) 
c/o Friends of Chester Cathedral 

12 Abbey Square Chester, CH1 2HU 


