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Canon Christopher Humphries Writes…. 
Taizé’s Enduring Vision for Reconciliation 
 
Set among vineyards and fields of sunflowers in the rolling 
hills of Burgundy, Taizé used to be a typical farming village 
in rural France, not far from the old monastery at Cluny. It 
has been transformed because of the vision of one man, 
Brother Roger Shutz, who founded a small ecumenical 
community of brothers during the Second world war and the 
years following. Brother Roger’s vision was not unique … 
simplicity of life, self-sufficiency, prayer and worship at the 
heart of its daily life. For the first twenty years of its 
existence the community lived faithfully, largely unnoticed and unrecognised by 
the wider world. Then in the 1960s young people started to visit the community 
from across Europe in increasing numbers. Taizé responded positively to this, 
reforming its worship and music, and extending its simple facilities to cater for 
the demand. 
Now many thousands of young people and a lesser number of adults visit every 
year to pray together, to learn and to be inspired. What’s the secret? 
Equipped with tent, toothbrush and Bible, I made my way to Taizé at the end of 
July for my first visit. Initially I felt overwhelmed by the sheer numbers at high 
season; 5,000 of us packed into the church, seated on the hard floor and with 
the aroma of sweaty feet apparent! Very soon I was drawn in by the friendliness 
of everyone and the routines of community life. There are no staff, so 
everything from cooking and serving meals to changing beds and cleaning are 
carried out by the “guests” guided by longer-term volunteers. Each morning 
Bible studies are led by the brothers and immediately translated into whatever 
languages are required. We worshipped together three times a day but it didn’t 
seem a chore. Many of the young people were amazed how the regular pattern 
of worship drew them in. The Taizé chants provide a contemplative framework 
for the reading of short scriptural passages and the celebration of holy 
communion. Plenty of room is left for silence, and again people are surprised 
how quickly they become accustomed to sitting silently for about 8 minutes! I 
met groups from Salisbury and East Anglia and travelled back with a party from 
Manchester, but it was the numbers from Eastern Europe that were impressive. 
Full of a joy and exuberance that speaks perhaps of the hardships endured by 
their countries in the past, they seemed hopeful and determined, with faith 
undaunted. Next year a Taizé city celebration is to be held in Poznan, Poland, 
and will draw thousands from across Europe (more details available on the 
excellent Taizé website). 

In a quiet corner of the graveyard in the little parish 
church of Taizé a plain headstone marks the spot 
where Brother Roger is buried. Aged 90, he was 
killed during a service in 2005 by a disturbed 
Romanian woman. His vision for peace and 
reconciliation remains and endures, a coming-
together in humility of nations, communities and 
individuals.  

In fact, the brothers say that, though they and people across the world were 
shocked and saddened at the manner of his passing, the community life and 
essential work of Taizé hardly missed a beat. Such was the confidence in 
Christ and trust in each other that had been built up over more than sixty years. 
Pope John Paul II called Taizé “little springtime”. May its new life and vigour 
continue to refresh and resource people of faith everywhere. Pray that its 
unswerving commitment to welcoming and trusting all those who come may 
inspire young people in particular. Perhaps they may yet be liberated from 
violent and confrontational mindsets. Perhaps they may believe that the self-
giving love so evident at Taizé can make reconciliation not just a fond hope, but 
a real possibility. 

Chris Humphries 
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Chester Cathedral 
Christmas Card 
 

This year the Cathedral’s 
own Christmas card will 
depict the Madonna and 
Child Icon, soon to be on 
display in the Cathedral.  
The cards will be on sale in the Cathedral 
Shop from 1 November at just £3.99 for 10 
Cards.  There’s lots more for Christmas 
besides.  Please pop in for a browse. 

Saturday 
Singing 

Club 
 

Open to All Children 
Aged 6 - 11 

FREE 
 

Saturdays During Term Time 
In the Song School at Chester Cathedral 

 
Please Book Ahead 

For booking and more information 
contact Russ Millhouse on 01244 324756 
russell.millhouse@chestercathedral.com 

Requiems for Remembrance 
November is very much a time for  
reflection and remembrance in the  
Cathedral. 
 
On Sunday 1 November (All Saints Day) , 
the Faure Requiem will be sung by the 
Cathedral Choir at 6.30pm; members of 
the congregation are invited to submit 
names of deceased loved ones in advance  
to be read out in the course of the service.  
These can be given to a Verger or dropped 
into the Cathedral Office. 

 

Remembrance Sunday this 
year falls on 8 November 
and the Durufle Requiem 
will be sung in the context of 
the 11.30am Eucharist. 
 

We will  
Remember Them 
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QUESTIONS ABOUT RUSSIA 

Those of us privileged enough to have visited our link 
parish of Kondopoga twice have returned with renewed 
enthusiasm for our efforts to support their work.  Having 
seen the enormous gratitude and affection they feel  
towards us and the astonishing work they continue to 
do, we are not only seeing our own efforts re-energised 
but witnessing spin-off events taking place in other 
churches in the Chester area as a direct result of our 
experience. 
However, we also recognise that those who have not 
been, and who know little of post-soviet Russia, still 
have questions they wish to have addressed.  Selling 
tickets on Sundays at coffee, and last year selling 
Christmas cards also, has given me an insight into 
some of the concerns that members of the congregation 
have.  These are valid points and legitimate concerns 
that need a response. 
Firstly: “Russia is a rich country, so why do they need 
our support?”  According to Jonathan Dimbleby’s book 
“Russia”, which accompanied his BBC series, “20 or 30 
individuals – the oligarchs – own Russia’s huge natural 
resources”.  They do not readily share this wealth and 
raising money for private charity has actually been  
illegal in Russia until recently, as it was implicitly  
criticising the state. 
Ordinary Russians are often very generous, but after 
the chaos of the 1990s, they still distrust organisations.  
They prefer to give directly to particular individuals and 
do not yet understand that this is not always the best 
way to help.   

Questions about Russia cont’d…... 
Kondopoga parishioners support the work by giving 
clothes, volunteering their time and by making other gifts in 
kind, as well as some financial support. 
Secondly:  “Why does the government not support them?”  
We observed tremendous poverty in Russia, brought about 
by the polarisation of wealth and resources which leaves a 
few extremely rich people and thousands of people strug-
gling to survive.  Families who cannot feed their children 
are increasingly abandoning them to orphanages and state 
resources are stretched to the limit.  Social services col-
lapsed after the fall of communism, as did health and edu-
cation budgets.  When we were in a state psychiatric hos-
pital in 2007 we heard how in 1991, when the previous re-
gime came to an end, they went for 6 months without 
money to pay their staff, keep the lights on, or feed their 
patients. While Government spending is recovering, there 
is still some way to go towards rebuilding services in a way 
that truly responds to the needs of the vulnerable.   
We met some incredibly resourceful and dedicated people, 
but they cannot sustain their activities without funding from 
St Gregory’s Foundation or the likes of us.  Mother Julia 
and her team feed children in Kondopoga who are sent to 
them by Social Services with no money for their food.  Our  
Cathedral fundraising has kept her feeding programme 
open, when it might well have had to close for lack of 
money.  The money raised here has saved lives in Russia 
this year. 
Thirdly:  “The children in the photos look well fed and 
clothed, so why do they need our money?”  As I said 
above, we supply the money with which to feed them and 
Mother Julia and her team also clothe, bathe, play with and 
support the education of large numbers of children.  It is 
thanks to our congregation and supporters that those  
children are fed and clothed.  Poverty is endemic in Russia 
and many children, some as young as 3, are turned out 
onto the streets to fend for themselves during the day.  
Some undoubtedly do not survive.  Sometimes they are 
taken into orphanages or fostered, but many depend on 
feeding programmes like Mother Julia’s. 

The photos include pic-
tures of the street children 
being fed as well as the 
Saturday club.  The club 
activities bring  
together children from 
poor as well as from rea-
sonably  stable families.  

This is part of the benefit since it strengthens community, 
gives the children from less supportive families good mod-
els, and makes the better off ones more compassionate.  
Parents do donate in kind to support some of these activi-
ties – e.g. bringing a sack of potatoes to the summer camp. 
State support in Russia is inadequate and the work of 
small charities like St Gregory’s Foundation makes a huge 
difference to people’s lives.  One day they will be able to 
raise their own money and our work will no longer be 
needed.  In the meantime, those of us who have met these 
remarkable people will never be the same again and we 
will continue to do our own little bit.  Many thanks for the 
tremendous support we have received in the last year.  We 
hope that all of you will continue to come along and enjoy 
our events – wherever the money is going!  And keep 
those questions coming too.                       

Jane Jones 

Jane Jones, a member of our congregation who went 
on both the Cathedral Pilgrimages to Russia, writes: 
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  CHRISTMAS LUNCH  
in the Refectory Café 

Don’t Forget to Book your Christmas Lunch 
Throughout December the Refectory will be serving 

its popular Christmas Lunches. 
             

2 course £11.40    3 course £14.35 
 

Tomato and Basil Soup 
 Farmhouse Pate 

 

Roast Turkey 
Roast Beef & Yorkshire Pudding 

Broccoli, Chestnut & Cheese Bake 
 

Christmas Pudding 
Steamed Chocolate Pudding 

 

To book your table, please ask a member of staff 
call 01244 500964 

or email hospitality@chestercathedral.com 

The Cloister Windows 

S t Hugh of Lincoln.  Son of  
William, Lord of Avalon was born 

in 1135 in Burgundy, France.  His 
mother Anna died when he was eight, 
and he was raised and educated at a 
convent at Villard-Benoit.  He became 
a Monk at 15 and a Deacon at 19.   In 
1175 he became abbot of the first Eng-
lish  
Carthusian monastery, which was built 
by King Henry II as part of his penance 
for the murder of  Thomas Becket. He admonished 
Henry for keeping dioceses vacant in order to keep their 
income for the throne. He resisted the appointment, but 
was made Bishop of Lincoln  in 1181.  He rebuilt Lincoln 
Cathedral, destroyed by earthquake in 1185.  
Denounced the mass persecution of Jews in England in 
1190-91, repeatedly facing down armed mobs,  
making them release their victims.   He was stricken with 
an unnamed ailment,  and died on 16th November 1200 
and is buried in Lincoln Cathedral.  
Hugh's primary emblem is a white swan, in reference to 
the story of the Swan of Stowe which had a deep and 
lasting friendship for the saint, even guarding him while 
he slept.  
Patronage  - sick children, sick people, swans.  
Saints Day: 17th November 

Are you concerned about  
climate change? 
Would you like to play a part in 
working towards a better, cleaner 
and more sustainable world? 
I am hoping to arrange a coach to 
London on 5 December 2009 to 
join tens of thousands of other 
people who will all be gathering to demonstrate their con-
cern about climate change and to draw attention to the 
UN summit on climate change which will take place in 
Copenhagen in December.  
Before the demonstration, there will be a service at 11 
a.m. at Methodist Central Hall, with an address given 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury. After this, everyone 
will march together to join the main family friendly 
march which will encircle the Houses of Parliament.  
The cost of the bus would be £24 and we would need to 
leave from a central point at 5 a.m. to arrive in time for 
the service. (The departure point will be dependent on 
who is interested in joining us) 
This event is being organised by Tearfund, Christian 
Aid, Cafod and others and they say, ‘We are working 
with expert organisers including the police to ensure 
that it is a successful, safe and fun day. We look  
forward to seeing as many of you as possible there 
praying and speaking out for climate justice.’ 
Participants are being asked to wear something blue on 
the day.  
If you would be interested in joining us for the day, or 
would like to find out more, I would love to hear from 
you. You can contact me  
by phone 01244 659874 / 0151 327 7836 
or email sarahburton7@googlemail.com 
Sarah Burton (Curate at St. Mary’s, Eastham) �

A big thank you to the Education Volunteers 
 

Over Pilgrim days the Cathedral saw nearly 900 school 
children visiting the Cathedral and undertaking activities 
under the supervision of an excellent team of Volunteers. 
Thank you so much to all of you for pulling out all the 
stops and a magnificent effort, particularly with Claire 
unfortunately being unable to co-ordinate the day. 
 
On 20th October the Sixth Form Conference for 100 stu-
dents from Bishops Bluecoat and Queens Schools took 
place with the kind assistance of the University of Ches-
ter, culminating in a discussion on “The Cathedral and 
Global Warming” led by Chris Walton and Richard Axon. 

Do you have a news story? 
 

If you have a great picture or a news story that you think 
could go into a future news letter, or indeed any sugges-
tions, please e-mail details to: 
carmella.delucia@chestercathedral.com 
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Worship in the  
Cathedral: 
 
Weekdays: 
0730 Morning Prayer  
 (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
1230 Eucharist  
 (1130 on Thursdays) 
1730 Choral Evensong (said 

 service on Wednesdays) 
 
Saturdays: 
0900 Morning Prayer 
 (St Anselm’s Chapel) 
0930 Eucharist 
1615 Choral Evensong 
 
Sundays: 
0800 Prayer Book 
Communion Service (said) 
1000 Cathedral Eucharist 
1130 Sung Mattins (or Prayer 

 Book Eucharist 3rd & 
 5th Sundays)  

1530 Choral Evensong 
1830 Evening Service on 1st 

 and 5th Sunday  
All subject to occasional 
variations as published  

Opening Hours: 
 
Visitors: 
Mon-Sat  0900 - 1700 
Sun 1300 - 1600 
 
Cathedral Shop:  
Mon-Sat 0930 -1700 
Sun 1100 - 1600 
 
Refectory: 
Mon-Sat 0930 -1630 
Sun 1200-1600 

In Residence: 
NOVEMBER 
 

1-14  The Dean 
15-28  Canon Dennis 
29-12  CanonHumphries 
 
DECEMBER 
 

1-12  Canon Humphries 
13-26   Canon Burkett 
  
JANUARY 
27-9 Jan   2010 Cycle 

Dates for your Diaries      
11 November Bible Talks (‘Paul’s Co-Workers’)   1.10pm 
14 November  Chester Philharmonic Concert    7.30pm 
18 November Bible Talks       1.10pm 
   (‘Beware the Dogs’ - Paul’s Letter to the Philippians)  
21 November Chester Music Society Concert    7.30pm 
26 November Nordic Voices Concert     7.30pm 
4 December The Spirit of Christmas     7.30pm 

More information and booking details are on www.chestercathedral.com 

STRICTLY COME CENSING!  
 
On the afternoon of Sunday 18th October, visitors to the Cathedral were treated to a 
rather unusual sight; a group of people wandering around the nave, practising swinging 
a smoking thurible, discussing how best to hold it, how to swing it and the pitfalls of tan-
gled chains. In fact, it was a training meeting for the Cathedral Servers on incense at 
services and the choreography attached to using it. ‘Choreography’ is an apt word to 
use, since liturgy is a surprisingly disciplined activity and it takes a lot of practise to get 
it right (hence the reference to the popular TV programme!). The essence of being a 
good server is invisibility, but this can only be achieved through rehearsal and practise, 
something the Servers take very seriously indeed. 
 
The use of incense in religious services has a very long history. It was certainly used by 
the Ancient Egyptians as well as by the Jews in the their temple rituals and of course, 
frankincense was given to Jesus by the Magi to indicate His priesthood. One of the 
functions of liturgy is to heighten all our senses and of course, incense stimulates our 
sense of smell. 

 
Symbolically, the purpose of incense and the symbolic value of the 
smoke is that of purification and sanctification. Incense was burnt at 
sacrifices so its use today reflects the sacrifice of Christ on our be-
half. It also creates the ambiance of heaven with the prayers of the 
faithful being lifted up to God in the smoke. This symbol is seen in 
Psalm 141 (140), verse 2: "Let my prayer be directed as incense in 
thy sight….”  and the Book of Revelation says that “From the an-
gel's hand, the smoke of the incense went up before God, and with 
it the prayers of God's people." 
 

The Church of England used incense throughout its history, until the mid 1600's, when 
it fell into disuse generally. But even then, it continued to be used in worship in isolated 
churches such as York Minster, and since the mid 19th century its use spread and  
increased. In our Cathedral services, it is used at Choral Eucharist on the third and fifth 
Sundays of the month and on Saints’ days. The thurifer walks at the front of the  
procession, to sanctify and purify the route of the Cross, and it is then used at various 
points in the service when prayers are made such as the Gloria and the Sanctus, again 
to highlight the prayers of the congregation rising to God. It is used to symbolically  
purify and sanctify the bread and wine at the offertory when the elements, the clergy 
and congregation are censed, to emphasise the sacrificial aspect of the service. It is 
also used to emphasize the consecration of the bread and wine, the central part of the 
Eucharist, again heightening our sense of awareness at the most significant moment of 
the service. 

WWW  =  What, When, Where? 
If you haven’t visited our website yet 
www.chestercathedral.com 

you really should 
 

It’s full of information on service times, Cathedral history, organ recitals, special offers in 
the Shop or Refectory, opening times for visitors, pictures and a full list of forthcoming 
events and special services.  It’s really easy to book tickets for events online and we 
don’t charge any booking fees.  You can also download this and back copies of News-
letters. 
If you want to see more on the website or want to let us know what you think,  
please e-mail website@chestercathedral.com 


