FRIENDS OF CHESTER CATHEDRAL

NEWSLETTER

Cathedral Quarter Transformatiol

™= square linking the city centre and leading more visitorgho

/ . gothic masterpiece, originally erected as a monasteryugh
Lupus, first Norman Earl of Chester, in 1092. The project is
being led by Cheshire West and Chester Council and the
Cathedral. ClIr Richard Short - Executive Member, Culaumd
Recreation said: “The Cathedral is one of the jewélsur rich
heritage - but it is a jewel that deserves a bett¢éingetWe are
confident that this project will result in a major iease of
visitors to the Cathedral and city bringing considerable
economic benefits to Chester and the whole region”.

The Cathedral together with Chester Renaissance Special
Projects Team are currently co-ordinating project managém
of the scheme, led by Building Design Partnership’s lpwet
Studio and involving specialists in the fields of conservatio
architecture, archaeology, engineering, lighting andustics.

At present, work is continuing on all aspects of the sehand
options will form the basis of widespread consultatiath all
interested groups.

e : T Y _ Chester Renaissance Chief Executive, Rita Waters sdig: “T
View of St Werburgh Street from the Tower Cathedral Quarter is a vital area of historic Chestervam are

In February, the first phase of exciting plans for thedetermined to enhance its potential iq a way vv'hi<.:h will pﬂew
transformation of Chester's historic Cathedral Quarter was® Perfect backcloth for such a magnificent building. This is
announced in the following press release by Cheshire West aRHg€ely exciting and unique opportunity for the city to show its

Chester Council, Chester Renaissance and the Cathedral. ~ Support for its Cathedral which will continue to welconmel a
Vital to Chester’s reinstatement as an internatidoatism ~ increase the number of visitors it will bring into @ify”.
and cultural centre, the project will re-model the dreprovide A planning application to both the local authority ané th

an ideal setting for the city’s top heritage destinatiothe ~Cathedral Fabrics Commission for England will be stteni
Cathedral, Cheshire West and Chester Council and Cheslgfer in the year. Determination should take place bjoker,
Renaissance have combined to drive a project whichhépsd, with completion of the first phase scheduled for M&26h2.
will attract an extra 130,000 visitors annually.
Phase one will be centred on the medieval Cathedratsand
immediate precincts with designs for new iconic entrasce
visitor centre being developed. “The Cathedral is a fadogpat
and intriguing complex, making a significant contributiorthe
life of the city, spiritually, culturally and econoraity” said the
Dean of Chester the Very Revd. Professor Gordon MePhat
“However, it is often said that it is ‘hidden in full vieand we
want to improve its setting to allow greater apprecmtnd
easier access to this wonderful complex.”
The initial stage of the scheme will also feature maéand
external improvements designed to improve the Cathedral
‘visitor appeal’ including lighting, heating and a new teerac
café. A new flexible stage in the Nave will provide the
Cathedral and city with scope for sustaining a wider rarfge «
events capable of housing audiences ranging from 1,200
1,800. It is also hoped to open up areas of the buildin
previously closed to visitors to provide viewing platformshwit
stunning views of the Cathedral and city centre.
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Aerial view of Central Chester Cathedral Quarter Consultation
The Cathedral Quarter is the mainly green area bounded by The Dean with the display boards in the Cathedral
Northgate St to the West, St Werburgh St and the Cathedral Undercroft, as part of consultation on the project for first

to the South, and by the city walls to the East and North. phase of the Cathedral Quarter transformation.

An aerial view of the City reveals that the Cathearad its Views from the top of the Tower include the city in its
environs make up a quarter of the area within the City Wallentirety, the Welsh and Shropshire hills, the mid-Chedfidige
Master-planners are turning their minds to the whole dfahea and the Pennines, the Dee, the Mersey and the Wirral in
in one of the most significant and exciting project sfkind in  between. Liverpool and its two cathedrals and even Blackpool
the country. Tower can be seen on a good day.

Chester Cathedral was originally founded as the Beriedict If opened to the public they would see all that, as asll
Monastery of St Werburgh in 1092 and became the cathedral stunning views of the inside of the Cathedral on the way up!
the newly formed Diocese of Chester in 1541 on the omlers Thanks to the partnership between the Cathedral, Cheshire
King Henry VIII. The present building is now one of tieest West and Chester Council, Chester Renaissance and othel
examples in the country of a medieval monastic coxlee  bodies, it seems that the above changes may bebf@sSome
result of many centuries of building work. It containsquie and  of the very finest master-planners in the country havenbe
extraordinary treasures, ranging from incomparable medievalorking on these issues for some months now and thepogéss
woodwork to stunning modern stained glass and recenthglease on the front page was issued in mid February.
beautiful Russian icons.

The plans for the whole Quarter promise to be thetmos
significant since the Reformation. If the plans comdrtition
then they will put the Cathedral and the City on not jingt
regional, but the national and international map. Thélyalso
help secure the financial future of the Cathedral, thablemy it
to continue serving the community.

Phase one is the most important development that b fa
and physical surroundings of the Cathedral has seen diece t
Victorian period. Lighting in the Cathedral is poor, and
following the replacement of the Nave floor in 1997 mperary
platform with its temporary furniture were put in plaegth the
intention that they should remain there no longer th&n
months. They were not worthy of the Cathedral, norhef t
services or events that take place in that part of itthmey are
still there, and have been battered by 13 years' waawhch
they were never designed.

The present Visitors' Entrance has been in use for dyer
years and when it was first made it brought into usasaoé the
Cathedral which had been neglected hitherto. The emtranc
difficult to find and many visitors find it bewildering. We e
to make the Cathedral much more inviting and intriguing to
those visiting the city. We need to connect Cathedrdl @ity
together, not make the Cathedral seem aloof in its preoious
world. We are a friendly, welcoming place, that seraelsuge View of the Quire and Nave from the gallery above the
community, but we don't look like that from the outside. High Altar ( for more pictures see back page)
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Retirement of Canon Trevor Dennis
As a canon since 1994, Vice Dean for the past decade, and Chapteegeptative and joint Chairman ofhe Friends
Council, Trevor Dennis retires this month. See page 4 liig farewell message to the Friends.

The Dean Writes: Canon Dr Trevor Dennis has been a central figure in thealifd work of our Cathedral community for
exactly twice the time that | have been Dean. His depafrom the scene will leave a great hole in manyswaDver the many
years Trevor has combined the significant leadershipafoléce Dean, together with that of Canon Chancellath oversight o
our important education work. As if combining two posts emérenough, Trevor has authored many challenging and d
reflective books on the Christian Faith, which haxvfuenced many many people far beyond our walls.

Indeed, effective communication has been Trevor's keyneteether as author, as
preacher, as teacher, or as retreat-giver. He has et dfeaid to confront issues of
injustice, prejudice, and social discrimination wherelwverhas found them. He has been
passionate against all forms of tribalist thinking, whiesult in people being marginalised
or rejected.

Trevor has proved himself to be a natural pastor to cgatjom and visitors alike,
responding to need in a sensitive and empathic way, anthgeleell to people young and
old, rich and poor.

It is beauty which most enthuses Trevor: beauty of langaagepoetry, beauty of
music and dance, beauty of gardens and sculpture, paintingsoasd These enthusiasms
have helped make the Cathedral itself a more beautéwkpland for that, and so much
more, we must all be grateful. It has been a great @geito know Trevor as colleague and

friend. The Dean: Gordon McPhate
Gordon McPhate - Dean of Chester

Cathedral Surveyor and energy towards the Cathedral churchexhaust every opportunity to procure
Richard Axon has been Cathedral Surveyor it is located within the Cathedral Estateplans for the future. In the meantime, we
since February 2009 and the heart of this historic city. Thework in a fully informed and proactive

The role of Cathedral Surveyor Estate, a beautiful quarter of Chestemanner to ensure longevity, effectiveness
probably conjures many different behind the ancient walls, is a magnificentand value for money.
concepts in people’s minds and thearray of architectural interest and We have to face two big challenges
general consensus seems to be “lookinttriguing history. The endowed Estate isand it requires some tough and creative
after the church”. The excitement andthe last remaining portfolio of the original decisions, firstly to enable the income
pleasure gained from my position is verynine, given by King Henry VIII to sustain from the Estate to be invested back into
straight forward, | love it, and “looking the Cathedral's future financial the property and secondly for the
after the church” is a good summary, butequirements. Cathedral to find a way in supporting
the actual resource to enable me to do so The splendour of the Georgianitself. It is for some, a harsh reality, but
is not so simple. | feel very lucky to havebuildings of Abbey Square and Abbeyto keep the Cathedral doors open we have
this opportunity and embrace everyStreet and their stunning facades, hide & balance a commercial perspective,
moment | spend, in this small window ofserious and considerable amount ofvhilst not affecting the mission, worship
time in the Cathedral’s life. deterioration and a huge challenge ofind sanctuary for pilgrims. We all wish

Whilst we largely focus our attentions restoration. Failing structures coupledthat this were not the case, but there
with a faltering economy, complicated simply seems to be no viable alternative.
leases and a very competitive market has The Cathedral Quarter Phase 1 project
ultimately created a decline in the Estate’ss the catalyst for the rebirth of the
vitality and its financial sustenance. ThisCathedral and its Estate and is one of
is where | focus most of my time andmany changes and reinventions within the
efforts, as the income from the Estate ixhurch’s life. The project will enable the
the primary support for the Cathedral, yetCathedral to remain open as the income
it is rapidly becoming a liability and now from the Estate is reduced to fund vital
needs its own survival plan. repairs, and allow both to serve their

However | am optimistic about the community for the foreseeable future. It is
future and | spend every day workingwith the ambition of Chapter, dedication
closely with a group of talented, of my colleagues, our friends and
hardworking and skilled people that arecommunity support that we will be able to
striving hard to deliver solutions to ensurerealise and celebrate the next period in the
the future of the Cathedral and itshistory of the Cathedral and the Estate.
properties. Sometimes it is difficult for Richard Axon
the community to see what we are
actually doing, as things are generally
measured by visible outward actions. Our
resources are incredibly scarce and we do
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What a Privilege

Farewell message to the Friends children, are still faithful members of our
from The Revd. Canon Dr Trevor congregation. And then there have been
Dennis. the people who have come for special

Chester Cathedral took some getting services here. We have been able to
used to! | came here at the very start of honour them and their work in a
1994 from what was certainly one of the genuinely significant way, while having a
most liberal and forward-looking lot of fun along the way — | once found
theological colleges in the country. At myself reading the great Prologue to
Salisbury and Wells | had hardly ever John’s Gospel immediately after a brass
worn my dog collar, there was the band had played ‘Rockin’ round the
minimum of hierarchy, we sometimes Christmas tree’ (it worked!). Every year
wrote our own Eucharists, we were we have held a service for the leavers of
passionate about supporting the equality the Special Schools, and there was that
of women and men in the Church, and we marvellous year when one of the girls in
staff preached exactly what we believed. their choir could not contain herself any
The College was about to close, and longer, but came out front and began
though | understood the reasons - not Canon Dr Trevor Dennis conducting. The Zoo Service, with its
enough money to keep all the colleges grand procession of the animals through
open, and not enough students to fill;gye part in discussions about the great West Doors, a paddling pool at
them all — | knew the Church would be commissioning beautiful things. The the crossing for the penguins, and orang-

much the poorer as a result. | remaingreat statue in the Garth, ‘The Water ofutans swinging from the triforium — that
intensely proud of that College and WhatLife', was well on its way when | started Was 2 spoof, dreamt up by the then
it represented. here (it arrived that May), but | was here Precentor, Owen Conway, and me, but it
But now, over sixteen years later, | {5, the plans for the Song School, the did elicit the magnificent line from one of
am intensely proud of another place andcyeation Window in the Refectory, the the wvergers, ‘I'm not verging an
its community, of this Cathedral at yg0)g Gosney statue of Mary and the elephant!”  Fortunately, Pilgrim Days
Chester, and count it a great privilege t0iqqdler Jesus, the transformation of thePecame a glorious reality fairly soon after
have been able to work in it for so long. Garth, and the three icons from | arrived, thanks to Judy Davies who was
It is difficult for parish and cathedral Kondopoga. In all these projects the OUr Education Officer. | am never
clergy to get their priorities right. It has rriends played a very significant part, happier than when the Cathedral is full of
to be God and his kingdom first, and the gn4  some would not have been Children or young people, and on Pilgrim
church a poor second. It is so easy t0 pUtgmmissioned at all, had not the FriendsPays they have filled every corner.
things the other way round, but then we y¢ared to fund them. | must let go. We stand at the brink
are lost and take people into the gt we are not just a beautiful of what promises to be an immensely
wilderness with us. It helps us here acathedral, we are a friendly one, notedeXxciting time for the Cathedral and the
very great deal that Chester Cathedral iy, the warmth of our welcome, and that City, with the vision of the
so full of God. It has a quiet, but almost i of the essence, also, since God has thiransformation of the Cathedral Quarter. |
tangible holiness about it, and its 5rmest welcome in the universe. ThisWill have to watch from the sidelines.
undoubted beauty is a part of that. Twiceig not just a holy place, it has lots of holy But | do need to be less busy. | do need
now | have helped lead parties from thepeople in it, and | will carry with me the to do more birdwatching. | do need to
Cathedral on pilgrimage to Russia, a”dinspiration they have given me for the write a few more books (God willing),
our worship in Russian OrthodoX (gst of my life.” It has been an enormousand above all I do need to have more time
churches has reminded me what Churc%rivilege to take many funerals in the to spend with Caroline and the family and
buildings are for. When we step inside Cathedral, and a number of weddings,OUr old friends. | will miss being part of
them, it should be like stepping into 550 | remember Bernard who had spentSUCh a remarkable clergy team. | will
heaven, and everything about themine |ast nine years of his life looking after miss working with my lay colleagues. |
should contribute to that. They should s wife at home, after she had had awill miss the congregation. | will miss
always be very beautiful, full of beautiful devastating stroke. When he had a strok&vorking with the Council of the Friends
things, with great beauty of music and g3ng died first, his daughters both told me@nd their officers. (This Cathedral must
word and liturgy. In many, many ipeijr parents had said those nine yearé‘ave some of the best Friends in the
churches in this country, beauty is not a,yere the richest of their long married life. country!) But | must let go. Just
priority, hardly a concern at all. Here in Then there was the bride, Ann, who | lost"'€member one thing: God runs up the
Chester Cathedral it is, and | have comey, the way into the Lady Chapel, as weroad to meet us, and that is almost all we
to value enormously the music of our processed in for the start of her wedding.”eed to know.
worship, and the quiet, relaxed, dignity of gpe pad stopped to talk to the youngest, Trevor Dennis

our liturgy. And one of the greatest yery small member of the congregation.
pleasures of my work here has been toann and Stewart, now with their two
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General Information

Worship in the Cathedral: Some Cathedral Events - June to November 2010
(Times are subject to occasional variations) June
Weekdays: Wed 2 June — Fri 18 June Exhibition of Giants in the South Transept
0730 Morning Prayer (St Anselm’s Chapel) Sunday 6 6.30 pm Sung Compline with Plainsong
1230 Eucharist (1130 on Thursdays) Thursday 10 5.30 pm Friend’s Day Service (Evensong)
1730 Choral Evensong (said service on Wed.) 6.30 pm Friends AGM in the Chapter House
_ Saturdays: 7.30 pm Friends’ Buffet in the Refectory
8gg8 gj’éﬂ;igsfrayer (St Anselm’s Chapel) Sunday 13 12.30 pm Congregational Lunch - ticket only
1615 Choral Evensong (farewell to Canon Trevor Dennis )
Sundays: Saturday 19 5.00 pm Ordination of Priests
0800 Prayer Book Communion Service (said) Friday 18 2.00 pm Abbey Gate School Centenary Service
1000 Cathedral Eucharist Saturday 26 7.30 pm Chester Philharmonic Concert
1130 Sung Mattins (or Prayer Book Choral Eucharist on Wed 30 7.30 pm The Tallis Scholars (Summer Music Festival)
3" & 5" Sundays) July.

1530 Choral Evensong
1830 Evening Service on 1% and 5" Sundays
Visitors Opening Hours:
(Times are subject to occasional variations)

Sunday 4 10.00 am Ordination of Deacons
Monday 5 7.30 pm Choir of King’s College Cambridge
(Summer Music Festival)

Visitors: Friday 9  7.30 pm EU Chamber Orchestra
Mon-Sat 0900 — 1700 Sun 1300 - 1600 (Summer Music Festival)
Cathedral Shop: Sunday 11 TBA Shakespeare on the [Cathedral] Green
Mon-Sat 0930 -1700 Sun 1100 - 1600 Wed 14  7.30 pm Chester Festival Chorus
Refectory: (Summer Music Festival)
Mon-Sat 0930 -1630 Sun 1200-1600 August
Sunday 8 6.00 pm Service of Meditation by the Icons
September
Friends Autumn Outing Thursday 9  7.00 pm West Cheshire College Awards
Thursday 16 and Friday 17 September Saurdsy 18 730 pm Fodens Band Concer
Join the Fnend; for our overnight VISI'[.IO Sunday 19  3.30 pm Guides 100 Service
Brecon Cathedral, in the heart of the beautiful October
Welsh countryside. The Cathedral was founded Saturday 2  6.30 pm Parish Workers Service
in 1093 as a Benedictine priory, becoming the Friday 8  7.30 pm Police Band Concert
parish church of Brecon in 1538 after the (British Heart Foundation)
Dissolution of the Monasteries. It was raised to Saturday 16  2.15pm Readers Service

Saturday 23 5.30 pm Royal School of Church Music Service

cathedral status in 1923 when the diocese of Thursday 28 7.30 pm Friends Lecture by Stephen Broadbent

Swansea and Brecon was created as part of the

, November
new Church in Wales Saturday 6  7.30 pm City of Birmingham Choir Concert
Also on our itinerary will be visits to Stokesay Sunday 7  6.30 pm Sung Requiem
Castle, Croft Castle and the Ludlow Food Thursday 11 10.00 am Mercian Regiment Service
Centre. We shall be staying at the luxurious 11.00 am Act of Remembrance

Saturday 13 7.30 pm Chester Philharmonic Concert
Sunday 14 10.00 am Remembrance Service
Saturday 20 7.30 pm Chester Music Society Concert

Metropole Hotel in Llandrindod Wells.
Cost: £130.00 pp, sharing a room (£10.00 pp

single supplement) includes luxury coach, all Sunday 28  6.30 pm Advent Carol Service and Procession
meals and admission fees; extra refreshments at Also Organ Recitals every Thursday at 1.10 pm
your own cost. See enclosed leaflet for details (Supported by the Friends)
or contact

Nick Fry, for a booking form at 12 Abbey This is not a full list of events. All the above dates are provisi onal
Square, Chester, CH1 2HU or Tel: 01244 and may be subject to change. For further information, please check
500958 on www.chestercathedral.com

The Friends of Chester Cathedral  (Registered Charity No. 501740)
12 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU Telephone 01244 324756 email: friends  @chestercathedral.com

Patron: HRH The Prince of Wales President: The Lord Bishop of Chester

Vice Presidents:  Sir William A. Bromley-Davenport; Alderman Mrs.R.F.McConnell

Chairman: The Dean of Chester Hon. Secretary: Mr N.J.Fry Hon. Membership Secretary: ~ Mr D.N.Jackson
Hon. Treasurer: Mr R.F.R.Towndrow Newsletter Editors: Mr R.F.R.Towndrow, Mr J.S.Gillespie and Mr K.D.Ball.

Hon. Auditors:  Benjamin Morris & Co Chapter Representative: The Revd Canon Dr T.J.Dennis (Vice Dean)

Council Members:  Mrs L. Barritt; Mrs B.P.Meredith; Dr C.S. Chatterton; Mrs K.C.Roberts; Mr J.S.Gillespie;
Miss M.G. Brandon; Mrs M.D.Caven; Mr K.D.Ball; Mr R.J.Hibbert; Mr R.M.Miln
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The Friends 80 years on

expenditure of any money subscribed, so
first the Society was not officially constitute
but rather evolved from the Free Will Offering
Scheme, the subscribers to that being the fi
group of “The Friends of Chester Cathedral”
As this group only included Chester people
wider appeal was considered advisable and
Diocesan Branch of the Society was forme
appointment in 1920, the Chester group becoming the Honi
‘floated the idea of Branch. These two branches were run 3
an Association of Friends of Theseparate groups until Dean Bennett
Cathedral’ in August 1930. Writing in the retirement in 1937 when they were unitg
Chester Diocesan Gazette, he propose¢nder the full title of “The Society of thg
that ‘we ought to follow Canterbury, Friends of Chester Cathedral”. They wer
York, Exeter, Liverpool and others instil an informal body and had no regulap
gathering together as large a company agneetings, though the members received
we can of Friends of Chester Cathedral special invitation each year to the §
The organisation was founded in OctobelVerburgh’s Festival. The money subscribg
1930 with The Prince of Wales (Earl ofby the Society was used each year for speg
Chester) as Patron, the Lord Bishop ageeds inthe Cathedral as they occurred. At t
president and vice-presidents included Sipeginning of 1939 it was felt that the time h3g
William Bromley Davenport. The Friends come when the Society could be formal
were formally constituted as a charity inconstituted and, under Bishop Norman Tubf
1939. who had succeeded Dean Bennett as Dean
The first issue the Friends “Chronicle” Chester, a Constitution was drawn up and
in 1958 had a historical review by Miss Council elected. In 1947, after an interlud
Meredith (Hon Secretary). She wrote: due to the war, a big drive was made to enr
“The Society came into being in anhew members which brOUght up the tot
unusual way. Soon after the late Dean Benneffiembership to 776.”
was appointed Dean in 1920 he organised a Miss Meredith then described a rang
Free Will Offering Scheme in order to Of difficulties for the Society in the early

increase the General Maintenance Fund of thd950’s when many memberships lapse

Origins of the Friends

The origins of the
Friends cannot be
defined  precisely.
Dean Bennett, an
acknowledged leader
of Cathedral reform
since his

Grants to the Cathedral
Apart from particular special items
regular grants have been made over
years for flowers, the choir & musig
vestments and robes and the library.
During the decade 20009 grants
totalled:

Cathedral flowers £27,00
Choir, music, robes and organs. £16,
Garth, gardens and benches
Library.

Other particular grants were:

he

1958 High Altar Scheme £2,500
1981  Organ Blower £5,50
1981 Gatesto Slype £1,500
1982 New Copes £1,040
1986  Quire Ceiling £20,00
1989  Choir Robes £5,0q0
1992  Quire Lighting £16,00
1992  Undercroft £25,00

2002
2002
2002/3 Nave Door Curtains

Song School Window £30,000
Song Sch. Stone Cross £4,000
£4,500

2004 CCTV in Abbey Street £16,200
2004  UHV Microphones £3,60
2005 Cloister Room £9,1
2009 Cathedral Signage £12,0P0
2009 Russian Icons £4,300

N.B. We have very few reliable records o
grants made in earlier years.

Cathedral. After a few years, having noted thefWO successive Hon Secretaries |
success of the venture made by Canterbur§ehester and there was a long interregnu

Cathedral in forming a Society of its Friends,With the change of Dean. However in

he felt it would be a good plan to follow 1958 she was able to report tHat the

Canterbury’s example. The Chapter of thatime of going to press the Society has 80
time did not think it was wise to form any bodyindividual members, 23 corporate members

of lay people with authority regarding the and donors and 5 honorary corporate

A few examples of Friends
grants over the years

Cloister Room Refurbishment - 2005
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Quire Ceiling - 1986

rl{pembers.” Since then membership of the
Friends of Chester Cathedral has (as far as
we can trace) remained within a few
hundred of this level and is presently 850.
Continued on page 8

Creation Window grille - 2002
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Music

Cathedral Choir at the Crossing

Emily Burnett, sang a lively solo duririgancing Day her eyes
never glancing at her copy at any time! | was ftaidehat both
Jonathan Dove and Philip Stopford told me how pleased they
were with the choir's interpretation. Assistant Digr of
Music, lan Roberts, accompanied the whole service with his
usual consummate skill and flair. After the run uCtristmas
Day, which included our daily worship, Christmas Concert and
two services of Nine Lessons and Carols, it was ayovay to

end the term. The Spring Term has been less frenetichdsit
included two Daily Services on BBC Radio 4, sung by the
Cathedral Choristers. The Daily Service is an impunpart of

the BBC'’s religious broadcasting and it is always a [@gé to
participate in them. Various new and less familiacggewere
learnt and sung by the choir during the term which included
music by Arthur BlisE #$%&%™ ())*+!",%&&%-."/0*1"-21" #-3+4"
567-89+387%:"";$+"<))1"=*%1-0">%?6*@0"%2A&61+1"567-89+
motet Crucem tuam adoramus, Domiméich prompted many
favourable comments about this moving and beautiful piece.
Gregorio Allegri's famousMisererewas also sung. The boy
choristers did a magnificent job of singing a wideietyr of
music from Josef Haydn to Ralph Vaughan Williams @ster

My last article ended with news that the cathedral mrgapay. At evensong we said farewell to Head ChoristeroA
blower had failed and had to be rebuilt. It is now running agjmon, Freddy Davies and tenor lay clerk, Bryan Dadsdig w

sweetly as | have ever known and wind noise from tgarohas

has sung with us with distinction for nearly four year

reduced. The breakdown of the blower was before our v~

busiest period at Christmas and, as pictured in the |
Newsletter, our live broadcast of the Christmas Day gSu
Eucharist on BBC 1.

| was approached by the BBC last July and, with the supy.
of the clergy, immediately said ‘yes’. There wasloa of
planning needed for such an event, much of which was expe
handled by lan Atkinson, the cathedral's Services anents
Officer. Musically, | wanted a mass setting that wobddboth
festive and fresh and that would fit the time constsaof the
service and thdlissa Brevisby Jonathan Dove was chosen.
had only been written in May 2009 and a setting tr
congregation and viewers alike very much enjoyed. The t
other choir items werkully, lulla by former Assistant Organist,
Philip Stopford, andancing Dayby former Cathedral Organist
John Sanders. Philip’'s carol was simple but beautid a
Leading Chorister, Olivia Hunt, sang the haunting solgarrds
the end of the carol so beautifully. Similarly, Head Gster,

Palm Sunday Procession

Choir rehearsal in the Song School

In March | recorded a CD of organ music on the Cathedra
Organ, which included music by Charles Hylton Stewart (who
was Organist and Master of the Choristers of Chesiar #930-
1932) and Percy Whitlock. Stewart was formally organist of
Rochester Cathedral where he knew Whitlock as a chosaste
who then became Stewart’s Assistant Organist.  Stewar
dedicated higive Short and Easy Piecas Whitlock and, as far
as | know, have not been recorded complete beforeéherO
pieces recorded include Whitlock’s immer&enata in C minor
and Six Hymn Tune Preludesl hope the CD will be available
later in the year.

The Music Department is grateful for the generous support
the Friends give towards the organ recital series whigibles
us to host a number of eminent recitalists from th¢ &hd
abroad. Recitalists for 2011 are already being booked.

On 1 July the Cathedral Choir will be performing a conat
Eaton Park Chapel, and plans for the choristers tacjte in a
concert of John RutterSlass of the Childremvith the Chester
Music Society on 7 May 2011 are in place.

Philip Rushforth (Director of Music)
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Cathedral Nave Choir magnificent job in training the children  The Friends 80 years on

On Sunday 10 January the Cathedral and staff at each school so that a hic Continued from page 6
Nave Choir sang for a special Epiphanymusical standard is reached before Iz..
Carol Service at which the new icons Roberts visits with a group of Cathedral
were dedicated. Two weeks latdtpstly ~ Choristers. Each term’s project ends with
Mozart a concert of his music, together @ Singing Afternoon at the Cathedral
with music by Haydn and Bach, was culminating in a special Evening Service
performed in the wonderfully intimate atwhich children from the three featured , _
setting of the Quire at Chester Cathedralschools sing with our  Cathedral |mak|ng grants for:
The choir was joined by three string Choristers. ]:S;rk))e_mﬂ(ic r?rojeCtr? dtolenhance the
players and a chamber organ and Children and staff retumn to school \j‘ fic ort eC;ltf € _rah._
performed from the high altar steps. having had a highly ~memorable & Vestments and furmishings.

The Choir continues to sing regularly experience, but, more importantly, we Worship and music.

throughout the year. On Saturday"®2 hope they are inspired to use these ~Cathedral flower arrangements.

May at 7pm, in celebration of the Friends experiences in their development towards Improvement of the gardens.
of Chester Cathedral's 80anniversary, becoming ‘singing schools’.
and in collaboration with the T8Century Saturday Singing Club continues to
Concert Orchestra, the choir will perform run  on some  Saturday —mornings
Handel's Messiah This will be a throughout the year, now led by Eleanor
complete performance and the orchestrésregory, our newest vocal leader. This is
will be wearing 18 century costume. It @ great opportunity for children aged 6 to
promises to be a wonderful occasion andll to enjoy singing and other musical
we hope that all Friends will be able to games in r:he ICatheilra]}l Song Sch?]ol-
attend to appreciate Handel's gloriousEveryone has lots of fun - even the g
music andppjoin in  the bi?thday parents who are encouraged to join in! Net assets at the beginning of 1957
celebrations. There are still places available, so if youWer® £1,000 and by January 2010 had
As ever, there is a constant turnoverknow someone who might be interested!Se" 1© £266,500. Over the years, apart
as choir members leave Chester to pursu@n behalf of their children, please ask from subscription and investment income
study or their careers. It's been them to ring Carmella Delucia in the there have been many fund raising
particularly encouraging to welcome a Cathedral Office on 01244 324756 to eventg. Plant sale income has grown fro'm
number of former choristers. register and receive further information. £385 in 1988, to an average of £3,000 in
Future highlights in our musical lan Roberts (Assist. Director of Music) recent years.

calendar include a weekend of singing for 5010 Cathedral O Recital undseirr;gf)k %goiung\'h:ﬁ thtge Cafseegrd;
services at Southwark Cathedral during athedral Urgan recitals

flowers, the Flowers and Gardens Fund

Objectives of the Friends
Our objectives have remained
essentially unchanged over the years,
though they are now rather punchier.
We aim to preserve our heritage by

Subscriptions and other Income

In 1958 the annual subscription was
25p with a membership of 801 and a
hope that it would rise to over 1000. The
membership today is 850 with
subscriptions of £15 for individuals and
£20 for joint membership. We would still
like to see it rise to over 1000 !

August. June 3 Roger Fisher (formerly Chester Cath.) ;
Chester Cathedral Singing Project 10 Hans Hielscher (Germany) has received £16,000 from the.PIa}n.t Sale
Twelve local Primary Schools now 17 Stewart Smith (Chester) and another £13,500 from individual
benefit f i ith the Cathedral 24 Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral) flower donations.
ene. it from working with the Cathe _ra July 1 Simon Walker (Chester Cathedral) In 1980. £7.000 was raised in
Music Department. We play our part in a 8 John Scott (New York, as part of CSMF) " ,'th P' t celebrating 1900
national programme which gives primary 15 lan Roberts (Chester Cathedral) connec fl(z:nhWIt ageant celebrating
; ; : 22 Alex Ffinch (Cheltenham College) years O ester.
o ST G e Thers v en e of e
. ug. oger Fisher (formerly Chester Cath. :
Edward Hartwell Jones and Maureen 12 Simon Russell (Nantwich) over the years, most notably being
Richards. our vocal leaders. do a 19 David Holroyd £91,000 in 1993 and £133,000 in 2008.
! ! (Merchant Taylor's, Birkenhead)
26 Graham Eccles (St Asaph)
Handel’S ::Mess'ahn Sept. 2 - to be confirmed - .
I 9 lan Roberts (Chester Cathedral) Frlends Of Chester
Saturday 22 Mayv at 7.00 p.m. 16 Gethin Davies-Jones (Birmingham)
y y P 23 Daniel Clark (dGermany) ch n Cathedral Card
. 30 Laurence Lyndon-Jones (Chester Cath. . :
The Cathedral Nave Choir and the Oct. 7 - to be confirmed - This card, issued to members of
Eighteenth Century Concert 14 Oliver Hancock (Ely Cathedral) the Friends of Chester Cathedral,
Orchestra. 21 lan Roberts (Chester Cathedral) entitles the holder, on presentation

28 Roger Fisher (formerly Chester Cath.l) of the card. to:
Nov. 4 Laurence Lyndon-Jones (Chester Cath.) '

Box Office: 01244 500959 11 Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral) ! 10% discount in the Cathedral
See enclosed leaflet for details 18 lan Roberts (Chester Cathedral) Shop and the Cathedral
25 Jeremy Cull (Edinburgh) Refectory Cafe and,
This concert is supported by the Dec. 2 (Lgﬁ;i?gf (:Lgt';]de%r;;l)ones ! Free entry to the Cathedral
Friends as an 80 " year event. 9 Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral) with one guest. (again on
Please come if you can 16 lan Roberts (Chester Cathedral) presentation of the card.)

23 Graham Eccles (St Asaph)
30 Roger Fisher (formerly Chester Cath.)
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Friends Reports

Hon Secretary’s Report 2009  proceedings took rather a long time; so it Can You Help ?

Have you ever held your breath for awas decided to hold the event on a Several times per year, groups of
few seconds before doing somethingweekday evening, and to follow the Friends from other Cathedrals visit us
momentous? Well, that's how it feels formal part of the AGM with an informal and we usually arrange a tour and
now! Plans for the Cathedral Quarterbuffet supper. This proved to be very afternoon tea for them. These visits are
Phase One project were announced irPopular and so the same format will be marvelous opportunities to
March 2010, which will hopefully result followed again in June 2010. welcome fellow Friends from all over the
in the transformation of the area around  The Overnight Trip was to Southwell country and they are looked after by the
the Cathedral. If all goes to plan, the Minster, also visiting St Giles’ Church in Hospitality Group of the Friends Council.
work ahead should enhance theCheadle as well as Newstead Abbey. TheHowever, visiting groups are usually
Cathedral, both internally and externally Friends of Southwell had visited Chesterquite large so we're looking for some
on a scale not seen in living memory; Cathedral only the week before andvolunteers to help. Could you help us
Canon Dennis has described the projecimeeting them again only a few days laterwelcome and look after these groups?
as the most significant initiative to was like meeting old friends; we were There are usually 2 or 3 such visits a year
happen to the building since the Victorian greeted by the Dean of Southwell andso this will not be atime consuming
restoration. Attention will be refocused made to feel very welcome indeed. commitment - it would entail meeting the
on the building itself, placing it in its Tickets for our trips are snapped up verygroups and possibly helping to serve the
proper setting and encouraging moreduickly, so please do book early to ensureafternoon tea in the Refectory - even
visitors to enter and experience thisa place. Members of the Friends arepetter if you could bake a cake!
magnificent building. All the members of invited to bring their own friends as well,
the Friends love this place and I'm sureand there is always a very convivial If you can help, please contact Nick Fry
that we all want to share it with as many atmosphere! Tel: 01244 500958
people as possible, in the hope that they The Rt. Hon Frank Field, MP for
will come to feel the same way. The Birkenhead, gave the Friends Annual
Friends are committed to playing their Lecture in October. He is a lay Canon of Membership Secretary’s Report
part in this significant development and the Cathedral and also the Chairman of | am sorry to have to report another
look forward to Working with Chapter to the Cathedral Fabric Commission for dl’Op in our membership figures for the
determine how best to express ourEngland. He spoke about the challenges,eriog April 2009 to March 2010 . In last
support and practical help. faced by cathedrals today and his talkyear's report I also had to report a drop in

So the past year has perhaps been was fascinating as were his answers tQpe pymber of new members recruited
little less eventful, but this doesn’t mean several questions. during the previous year and only a slight
that we've been inactive — far from it! Canon Dennis retires from the j,crease in our net membership. This year
The Plant Sale in April raised the Cathedral in June 2010, so we shall beye recruited 51 new members during the
magnificent sum of £3,072. Mrs Caroline losing one of our co-chairmen. He has|sst twelve month period and we have a
Dennis has looked after it for the past tenbeen a great supporter of the Friends OVefet membership of 850 compared to 901
years but has now retired from thethe years and we have benefitedy; this time last year. It would be a
position of co-ordinator. Over this period enormously from his advice and wise \onderful way in which to celebrate our
the Plant Sale has raised over thirtyCOUﬂSEL Hopefully, we will enjoy his and 80th. Anniversary if we were able to push
thousand pounds all of which has beenCaroline’s support and friendship for 4+ membership up to the 1000 mark by

put towards the provision of flowers and many years to come. next year’s Friends’ Day! Can | offer this
plants in and around the Cathedral. Our Nicholas Fry (Hon. Secretary) 54 a challenge to you
thanks to her were expressed at lagt - - all? We currently have 850 members. If
year's AGM when we gave her a small  ‘Find a Friend to become a just 150 of those members found ‘a friend
token of our gratitude, but that doesn’{ Friend’ to become a Friend’ we would achieve

really adequately express our Have you any friends o the target. Just remind a few people that
appreciation — she'll be a very hard act t9 relatives who might wish td the Cathedral Card, issued to all new

follow! . _ become Friends of Chestq Friends, allows them to bring a guest
The Summer Outing to the National| Cathedral ? with them to visit the Cathedral free of
Arboretum and Western Park was ver) If so, please encourage them o charge on production of the card. The

well attended and enjoyed by everyone obtain a membership applicatid presentation of the Friends Card also

The Friends AGM in June followed a| form either from the display boarfl attracts a 10% discount in the Cathedral
rather different pattern; comments have in the Cathedral or from: Shop and the Refectory Cafe.

been made in the past that holding the  The Cathedral Office, Derek Jackson
meeting at the weekend makes attendange 12 Abbey Square, Chester, (Hon. Membership Secretary)

quite difficult for some members due to CH1 2HU. Tel: 01244 324756
family commitments and that the
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Treasurer’s Report for 2009 : :
. P Financial Summary 2004 - 2009
The Friends had another successfyl F . . .
. ull copies of the audited 2009 accounts are included separately
year with income of well over £30,000. |NCOME (£) 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
The comparable income for 2008 had Subscriptions received 7,641 8,862 9,172 8,807 10,764 10,645
been unusually high due to legacie$ Tax Refund (Gift Aid) 1,162 1,492 1,768 1,898 2,513 3,482
toﬁi"'r;]g £139,000f lthat year compared ponations for Flowers . 2968 1,263 2371 3226 3,643
anwlttentgoﬁeﬁllligogs?[ i%?’gerse Ir;rfogg.ogi Donations to Memorial Bench Appeal - - - - 3,060 -
. y POt & goog oyt sale 3,363 3,428 3455 3,232 2818 3,072
proportion of our annual subscriptiong _ _
and donations are now gift aided, an( Functions & Outings 827 921 859 70 461 452
income last year from the 2008 memoria] Interest received 3,961 4,048 4,287 5,628 6,036 6,074
bench appeal we were able to reclaim tajx Donations & Legacies 3,179 2431 3836 4,364 142222 5428
of nearly £3,500 for the tax year 2008/09] TOTAL INCOME 20,133 24,150 24,640 26,370 171,100 32,796
_ SUbSCI’ip'FiOﬂS at  £10,645 and| ExpPENDITURE (£)
Investme_nt income at over £6,074 wer Refurbishment of Cloister Room - 9,095 - - - -
substantially unchanged from 2008. _Th Library improvements ) - 2,000 - 2,000 i
Flowers and Gardens fund received S itV (CCTV Abbev Street 16.200
£3,072 from the Plant Sale (10% up orf ecurity ( _ ey Street) ’ i i i i k
2008 despite the recession) and overc""th‘_adral Signage . - - - - 12,000
£3,600 was received from individuals| Russian Icons - - - - - 4311
who contributed towards Cathedra] Window Grilles - - - 8,000 8,000 -
Flowers and memorial arrangementg. Cathedral Flowers (incl. Pedestals) 3,000 4,124 3,115 3,209 3,310 4,308
Again we wish to thank all those who| Gardens 809 1,600 500 4,154 1,610 1,026
contributed as V\_/eII as members WhQ genches in Cloister Garth - - - - 6,090 -
ma(ée other donat:corész.% 00 hiah Refurbishment of Water of Life Statue - - - - 1,469 -
ur assets o 500 are higher o & \1sic and Organ Recitals 1,000 - - - 2,000 2750
than usual, but we are still holding Robes for Nave Choi 4.000 213
substantial funds from recent legacies if " ¢® 'or Nave Lo i i i T
order to provide support for various| S°N9 SFhOO' Organ Overhaul - 1544 - . .
Cathedral improvement projects whichl UHV Microphones 3,626 - - - -
are currently under consideration. Vestments 711 - 525 168 - 500
Friends grants to the Cathedral during Servers Cassock Albs - - - 1,561 76 -
the past year have totalled £25,608 (sgewelcomers’ Gowns - - - 780 . )
table) leaving us with a surplus for the iscellaneous Small Grants 300 225 100 250 - 500
Bd’ea,rd OJ £3,901. ,A'thoug*; ';Shggobee” Total Grants 25646 16,589 6,240 18,122 28,555 25,608
ecided to continue with £8, P-21 5perating expenses 3,022 3035 3,538 3,676 2,629 3,287
funding of more window grilles on the TOTAL EXPENDITURE 28,668 19,624 9,778 21,798 31,184 28,895
south side of the Cathedral, the 2009 . - - - - -
grant was postponed until this yea) SURPLUS/(-)DEFICIT -8,535  4,52514,862 4,572 139,916 3,901
pending a technical reappraisal of the rora NET ASSETS 98,723 103.249118,111122 683 262,598 266499
ongoing scheme.
Richard Towndrow(Hon Treasurer)
Obituary Membership Details 2010 (2009)
We remember with sadness. but with Total Membership 850 (901*)  * corrected values
gratitude, the lives of recently,deceased Ordinary Members: 687 (733) Life Mem.bers: 109 (110* Link Parishes: 54 (58)
Friends. New Members April 2009 — March 2010
Mr. W. Carswell Mrs. E. Houston Canon G. Almond Mrs. M, Evans Mr. P. Lunt Mr. lan Robertson
Miss A B. Leech Mrs.J H. L Mr. A. Austin Ms M. Hemming Mr. J. MacCabe Mrs. K. Roberts
1SS A.B. Leec rs.J.H. Lomas Revd. Dr. R. Bayley Mr .P. Hulse Mr. E. Marris Mrs. A. Sambell
Mrs. E. M. Minns Revd. D. Swansbury Mr. R. Bridge Mrs. J. Hulse Mrs. G. M.Marris Mr. L. Settle
Mrs. A. Bridge Mrs. H. Hurst Miss J. P. Markham  Mrs. B. Settle
Mrs. A. E. Tallack Father J. Thorold Mrs. S. Clenton Mr. W. P. Jeffreys Mr. R. D. McLeod Mrs. C. Sims
Mr. R. Wallwork Mrs. K. Webb Mr. W.P. Cronin-Wojdat Mr. S. Jones Mrs. T. McLeod Dr. P. Stockbridge
Revd R A Whi Mr. D. Davies Mr. D. Jones Mrs. H. Milne Mrs. H. Stockbridge
evd.R.A.Whitta Mrs. K. Davies Mrs. P. Jones Mr. M. Newsum Mr. P. Stonebridge
If we have omitted any names from the list we Mrs. J. Davies Mrs. B. Leonard Mr. T.L. Noonan Mrs. J. Stonebridde
extend our sincerest apologies and would ask Dr. D. R. Evans Mrs. S. Lenel Mrs. D.E. Noonan Mrs. M.A. Thorntdn
that we receive appropriate details. Mrs. L. Evans Mr. M. Line Mrs.B.J.Pelham-Lane Revd. M. Wilkinsoh
Dr. T Evans Mr. I. Lifford

Mr. P. N. Richardson Mrs. J. Worthingtonr
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News

Friends Lecture 28 Oct. 2010 Archaeology at the Cathedral Icon in Chapel of St Anselm
This years lecture will be by

Stephen Broadbent whose statue of

“The Water of Life” is the centerpiece

of the Cloister Garth. He is also a

member of the Cathedral's Fabric

Advisory Committee.

Excavations in St. Werburgh St.

Archaeologists have begun the
exciting and painstaking task of
investigating the area around Werburgh
St as part of the consultation on the
Ches.ter.CathedraI Phaselprolect.- Cleasby kindly gave this icon of the

. It is important to know what. lies aising of Lazarus to the Cathedral, in
Garden of Distinction beneath the surface before planning anci;lccordance with his wishes. It had been

Cheshire's ‘Gardens of Distinction’ design work can take place. The work isgiven to him by Cyril Garbett, once
scheme range from large nationally being carried out by Oxford Archaeology acenpishop of York, when he was his
known gardens such as Arley Hall andNorth, one of the largest independentChaplain_ Ingram had suggested it might
Ness Botanic Gardens to much smallerarchaeology and heritage practices ing . hung in St Anselm's Chapel, and it
sites. All are notable by virtue of Europe withnearly 400 specialist staff. | . iqeed go there, just to the ;ight of
exceptional planting schemes or beautifulProject ~ Officer and  archaeologist, o creen facing west.
locations. Caroline Raynor (see photo) said: ‘We're The icén is Greek and eighteenth

Since its replanting in 2008 supported very excited to be involved in exploring century, and shows Lazarus being
by the Friends, the Cloister Garth hasthe area around the Cathedral and g asaq from his tomb. Behind Jesus are
been included in ‘Discover Cheshire hopefully we can contribute information p;q disciples, with the sisters of Lazarus,

‘Water of Life’ Statue The family of the late Dean Ingram

Gardens’ promotion, but Fhe Garth hasto the story'of this'part of the city.’ Mary and Martha kneeling before him.
now been formally recognised as one of The project will assess and evaluate, . Mary became confused in the
Cheshire’s ‘Gardens of Distinction’. the area adjoining Werburgh Street. The

_ ; ) tradition with Mary of Magdala, who
Volunteer gardening efforts continued archaeology outside the Cathedral is not, .. got further muddled with the

this spring in the Garth and the grounds.wholly understood and has never been, .oy prostitute who washes Jesus'
Other work included clearing rough grassfully excavated so hopefully any finds oo iy | yke's Gospel. The figure of
and Shl’ubS from the bank a.djacent to theNIIl ShEd Ilght on the early development Mary iS painted here in red as She iS (o)
Lady Chapel and felling trees - the birch of the site as well as any changes over th%ommonly in the traditior;, to make

on Abbey Square, cherry in Cheshire centuries. reference to her supposed murky past. In
Regiment Garden, making way for o - the background, looking through the
archaeologists. A future job, where Philip Visit Philip Hunt's Garden gates of Bethany, Lazarus' home, are the

Hunt may be looking for extra help, is  philip Hunt, who redesigned the people of the town, holding their noses

the clearing of Dean’s Field of bushes andcathedral's Cloister Garden will be against the stench (the story in John's

undergrowth. opening his own garden (90 St PetersGospel has Martha saying to Jesus, 'Lord,
Park, Northop, N.E.Wales, CH7 6YU) in already there is a stench because he has
aid of charity on Saturday 22 May (2.00 — been dead four days').
5.30pm) as part of the National Gardens The icon will much enhance St
Scheme. Admission of £3 is in support of Anselm’s Chapel and its worship. The
various cancer charities. Proceeds fromChapel is used every weekday for
light refreshments and teas will be Morning  Prayer, for occasional

donated to us “The Friends”. Eucharists, for Compline on three days of
See enclosed leaflet for details. Holy Week, as well as for the Maundy
Cloister Garth Thursday Vigil.

Trevor Dennis
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Photos from Cathedral Upper Galleries

Cont. from page 2

Above: North transept
ceiling

Left: View from above
crossing

Below: High altar from
gallery below east window

Icons adorn the Lady Chapel

Two of the Russian Icons are now in place on the
wall behind the altar in the Lady Chapel. The third
icon is in St Werburgh Chapel. The icons were
commissioned by the Chapter from Kondopoga and
were funded by the Friends. They were featured in
our last newsletter.

Friends Plant Sale raises £2,500

The spring bank holiday plant sale this year raised a
total of £2,500 towards the Friends Flowers and Garden
Funds.

We wish to thank all those who contributed in various

ways, in particular:

I The plant nurseries and individuals who provided
plants and also those donating cakes and jams for
Saturday.

I The volunteers who organized things, those who
collected the plants and those who helped at the sale.

I Friends, congregation and others who supported the
sale

Easter Flowers throughout the Cathedral

High Altar Arrangement

The Cathedral Chapter and the Friends Council wish to thank all tho
flowers. We also thank Liz Hardman and the four teams of flower arranger
provide throughout the year, and the members of the Friends and the C
donations.

Memorial Arrangement in N. Transept One of the Nave Arra  ngements

se who generously contributed towards Easter
s for the beautiful arrangements which they
ongregation who give support with their




