Friends of Chester Cathedral Newsletter

Friends give £24,000 to Protect Stained Glass

This newsletter describes some of the problemaifagethe Cathedral in preserving its stained glas2002 the Friends [
for a protective grille on the new “Creation” wiow at the west end of the Refectory (see pajjea®d now when entering the
Cathedral from Abbey Square it is difficult to $b&s unobtrusive protectiolhanks to a 2007 grant from the Friends of £8,0(
work will be starting soon on the provision of dani‘non visible" protective grilles on some of the vulnerable windamwshe
Lady Chapel, St Werburgh’s Chapel and the Chapteiseld@ his grant was the first of three yearly paymeatslling £24,000.
See page 6 for news on repairs to the Chapter House windowpagess 7 & 8for articles on modern replacements for war damaged nave windows.

Broken Windows
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Window in Chapel of Saint Oswald (above) with a large break. Break
are mainly due to stones being thrown, but the large break in the Lad
Chapel Altar window (right) was reputedly caused by a mobile phone!

huge. We need to act now to save these glorious workst dorar
Broken Windows - no not the multi-billion dollar empire rop future generations to come. It would be very sad not to diniagyto
Bill Gates. If it were then | am sure he would have a supgrevent further damage, then in time we would lose them,tlzewyl
efficient back up system and anti virus software in placean would also become too badly damaged and expensive to repair
easy fix. Unfortunately this problem is not so easy toedolv then be lost forever.

Over many years the beautiful stained glass windowsHtiag It is through your membership and donations that we have been :
glorious light into the Cathedral have been in quite@ $tate of to provide financial assistance in protecting the mosterable of
repair, not all due to age and weathering. Sadly many of thindows at Chester Cathedral. Many thanks for your coetin
windows have been subject to vandalism, footballs or ircése support.

of the Cloister Windows partly due to branches banging against Chris Jones
them. As the Cloister Garth has now undergone a famtastif
replanting the majority of the branches have now loegiback or
even the shrub or tree removed completely, so theafianore
damage to the Cloister Windows has been reduced.

This is not the case for the windows around the outer ptimé
the Cathedral. The stone throwers and football kicket® w
frequent the grounds are not so easy to prune or remove!isThi
where we can step in as Friends of Chester Cathedrahafy of
you are aware there are a number of windows that havesgrill
over them so that the risk of damage is greatly reducéd.
Creation Window in the Refectory is one such window, so it hag
been requested that the Friends help support the fittingllesgo
several of the windows that are most at risk. This woeldnlthe
region of £24,000 to be spread over three years. This sourids qu
a lot of money at the outset, but when you considethbesands

of pounds spent in repair for EACH window time and time mgai
preventing them from more damage and cost by placing grille
over them has got to be money well spent.

The photos shown are only a few of the many taken to reberd t
damage to the windows. In all some 90 photos were takereof tt
windows around the Cathedral, and in many of them they shov
more than one break. As you can imagine the cost ofrrepa
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4" set of windows from Vestry Door showing a few of the breaks



The Dean’s New Year Message

Dear Friends,

First let me wish you a very happy New Year. Of reey
happiness is an elusive quality, a unique admixddreeing
“content” and being “discontent”.  Neither extrenie
desirable: if we are too “content”, then life isring and
nothing new happens; if we are too “discontenthtiae are
busy and anxious, and forget our roots. But outaof
moderate degree of “discontentment” comes a pesitiv
attitude, productivity, progress, and projects. e Tvery
existence of the Cathedral Friends is founded upon
appropriate degree of “discontentment”, whiskues in the .
support of projects either to preserve or improvwe,
conserve or change.

As a Cathedral Community, we have good reason to be
discontented with our Estate of properties and .land The Very Revd Prof Gordon McPhate
Throughout the Cathedral Precinct there are issoles Dean of Chester

Photo: Janet Walker

property maintenance and development, and issues|gome Cathedral Events — February to June 2008
optlmlsmg the use of land. Yet it is from our &st that Some dates might be subject to alteration. Please check nearer the time.

_much of ourt anfnual mEcotmte Qerltvhes, ar:d, I'IIT ';he mgb February
improvement of our Estate is the only likely sou Friday 1% to 29 T @uele Tamsy

increased income. But putting our Estate to rights major Sunday 3° 4.00pm Choral Evensong - BBC Live Broadcast
enterprise, both in planning terms and in finan¢&ins. B o

Although 2007 has been an excellent year for thiae@al, |S2Urda&y 9 10.00am Manchester Camerata Workshops

in terms of reducing our debts significantly, aagsing our . 2:00pm  Manchester Camerata Concert
income modestly, the financial challenge posed by o Thursday 14 = 7.30pm Chetham's Symphony Orchestra
Estate’s development over the next decade is dayinti Samrday  23% 7.30pm Nave Choir Concert

Hitherto our Estate development has been pieceiaeadl st March _ _ _
unplanned, but the Chapter are determined thattbeenext |Satrday 1 6.00pm —Chester Philharmonic Family Concert
decade there will be a strategic, directed, andgiated |Saturday 8 . 7.30 pm  Chester Music Society Concert
planned development of the Estate which will opsinits |Saturday 15" 7.30 pm  Chester Bach Singers Concert
potential. In this, we thought that we were alohtowever, | Saturday 29" 7.30pm Carlo Curley Organ Extravaganza
during 2007 it has become clear that we have new gn April

unexpected “friends” in high places, who for thewn good |Thursday 3™ Allday  BBC Antiques Roadshow recording
reasons, wish to see a planned development ofdbiee@ral | Friday 4™ 7.30pm Theology Lecture - Loveday Alexander
Estate too! These “friends” include the City Coiynthe |Saturday 5" 9.30am Spiritual Encounter of the Second Kind
Northwest Tourist Agency, the Cathedrals Fabriovednesday 9" 7.30 pm Manchester Camerata Concert
Commission for England, and Grosvenor Estates. |Baturday 12" 7.30 pm Chester Male Voice Choir and the

significant meeting between the Cathedral and isv n Black Dyke Band Concert
“friends” occurred on 16 Neember 2007, at which a|Tuesday 22" 7.00 pm Aled Jones Concert

remarkable degree of unanimity of vision was achikv Wednesday 23 7.00 pm Aled Jones Concert

It has been realised that the Cathedral lies ah#faet of the |Saturday 26" 4.00 pm Installation of the Bishop of Stockport
visitor economy of Chester, and is central to tlhstor 7.30 pm  Chester Philharmonic Orchestra
experience of Chester. The Cathedral Estate oesupie May

quarter of the City within the walls, now known H® |Friday & Saturday 2" and 3" May 10 am to 4 pm
Cathedral Quarter. Development of the Cathedrart@u FRIENDS PLANT SALE (see back page)

must be integrated with the development of a tostigtegy | Friday 9"  7.30 pm Northern Chamber Orchestra Concert
for Chester, which has as its objective the actuevgoal of |saturday 10" 7.30 pm Chester Music Society Concert
making Chesterm “mustsee” European destination within| synday  11™ 6.30 pm Global Day of Prayer Worship Event
10 years. The Cathedral and its Estate are nowt®map” |saiyrday 17" 7.30pm Chester Ladies Choir Concert

in a way never known before, no longer excluded and
ignored, but needed as never before as an equakpar an June
enterprise that can only be good for all. Saturday 14" 7.00 pm Ordination of Priests
As a Cathedral Community, we are on the threshdld |g5ngay 15" FRIENDS’ DAY
something very exciting. We must grasp this oppotyu
and seize the moment, and go forward, together with
new friends.

With best wishes

aturday 31% 2.00 pm Friends Cloister Garden Lecture

Saturday 21% 7.30 pm Chester Philharmonic Orchestra
Sunday 22" 7.30 pm Nave Choir Concert
Saturday 28"June to Saturday 19" July Chester Mystery Plays

Professor Gordon McPhate Organ Recitals every Thursday at 1.10 pm

Dean of Chester
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Chester to Liverpool

Liverpool Cathedraas theirDirector

said: “This is an

Canon Chris Humphries (Precentor
exciting
appointment for him, particularly asA new event last December which filled the Nave was the Cathec
Liverpool looks forward to the many Choir Christmas Carol Concert which was recorded by BB@idR2
specialservices and events that 200&s an hour long “Sunday Half Hour” on'2®ecember. This was
will bring. David has been ouradditional to the usual Carol Services of®2and 24' December

Musical Events Promoted by the Cathedral

David Poulter hasecently moved to The Cathedral has increasingly promoted a number of dsnasd

other events that contribute towards the high costeofifkeep of the

of Music. In paying tribute to David, Cathedral and its associated buildings. Prom Praise higisly
Euccessful in 2006 and again in 2007, and the Nave Choir conc

ave also become part of the Chester musical calendar.

Director of Music at Chester Cathedral for over ten yearswed which were sung by the Nave Choir and the Cathedral Ch

will miss him enormously. During his time with us the Gi@sloir

respectively.

has beeriormed,the new Songschoolbuilt, and hehas formed an Twg evening concerts with Aled Jones and the Cathedral Ghoirld

our choirs”.

New Director of Music

Philip Rushforth has succeeded Dav
Poulter as the Cathedral’'s Director dli}
Music. He has been our Assista
Director for the last 5 years aftep®
moving here from Southwell Minste
where he was Assistant Organist.

Philip was born in Chester, learne
the piano from the age of six and 4§
eight (in 1981) he joined Cheste
Cathedral Choir. He remembers h
first service as a life-changingd

experience and says “l knew there and then that | waotbe a

and they had to be postponed at the last minute. Howeegr httve
been re arranged for #2and 28 April - see below for details.

Last but not least, the Friends are supporting the Cathedral
arranging a visit on Saturday 2®arch of the popular American
organist Carlo Curley. It has been said thaassical music isn't
everyone's cup of tea but when a musician boldly announces |1
'‘Bach invented Rock and Roll', that a particular composition |
Handel is a 'real toe-tapper' and that during the next piece his 's
12's are going to go bananas with smoke rising from the pedalboa
it takes a strong will to turn a deaf ear”Just such a performer is
Carlo Curley, self-styled champion of the classicalaor a large and
charismatic figure who has dedicated his life to blowireydbbwebs
out of the organ loft and bringing music to suit all tasbethe masses
- and by all accounts, they're loving every moment of it.

cathedral organist, so thrilling was the sound of the organtitie
learn the organ, became Head Boy and in 1987 became Cathedral
Organ Scholar under the guidance of Roger Fisher. He than wo

Come along - you are sure to enjoy it!

an organ scholarship to Trinity College, Cambridge whexe h

broadcast frequently with the world famous college choir.
His first job was at Southwell Minster in Nottinghamshibere

for eight years he accompanied services and trained ansaever

the musical development of the junior choristers. lde founded
the Minster Chorale, an adult choir whose primary flamctvas to
sing in the absence of the Minster Choir. In Septen2080 he
performed the PoulencOrgan Concerto with the BBC

Philharmonic Orchestra and was a prizewinner in the prestigious

Royal College of Organists’ Performer of the year Award.
At Southwell he met his future wife Louise and they weesried

at the Minster in December 2001. In September 2002 they moved

to Chester when he became assistant to David Poulter.

Chester Cathedral on Tuesday and
Wednesday April 22 "* and 23"
at 7.00 pm

Aled Jones

Chester Cathedral is delighted
to welcome Aled Jones to the
Cathedral in April 2008 for two
concerts with the Cathedral
g Choir.

Tickets: £30 £25 £15 Concessions available.

Special premium Ticket available including post-
concert reception with Aled £50

Available from Chester Festivals' Box Office at
Chester Racecourse 01244 304618

5, 000 PIPES IN SPECTACULAR HARMONY!

CarloCurley's
ORGAN
EXTRAVAGANZA

Featuring HD Big Screen Video Projection
for views of Carlo playing !!

“Curley wowed the audience with virtuosic display”
THE HOUSTON POST, TEXAS

Chester Cathedral
7.30 pm Saturday, 28 March 2008

Programme to include:
‘Largo’ from the New World Symphony by Dvorak
Aria in F by Handel
Toccata, Adagio and Fugue in C by J S Bach
The Londonderry Air
Toccata on an American Theme by Stefan Lindblad

Performances by The Choir of Abbey Gate College
AND MORE!
Tickets: £10.00 unreserved, £8.00 (children unde6)
Chester Cathedral Shop 01244 311586

SUPPORTED BY
THE FRIENDS OF CHESTER CATHEDRAL




Pilgrims to Russia inspirational Father Lev (pronounced Lee-eff) and his Wilether
Julia. He receives no salary; the sale of ikons paiimiethe parish
workshop funds them both. He inherited a semi-derelicsP&touse,
and has re-built it and re-invigorated the parish. Throughautvieek
we were given the most wholesome and nourishing food, whisnt
Mother Julia and their team waited on us with tirelessrgy and
enthusiasm. Porridge for breakfast, rye bread and pim&rious
colours sustained us all, served with constant cheerfilloesatering
the most dismal and decrepit hotel where we sleptaliyefalling to
bits and with Lenin watching over the adjoining parade ground.

We visited many churches and saw remarkable ikons, froni3he
century one of St. Nicholas in the Novgorod Museum - thesat
pride - to many others of what is now known as the Novgorbd@c
It is in this same style that they are now being producetdher
Julia in the Kondopoga workshop. Ikons have a centratepia
Orthodoxy. Pictures of Saints glow from golden backgroundsssvw
At 4.00 a.m. on 7 August, 26 members and friends of the Cathedrather projects funded in part by St. Gregory's - a Dacha icciinetry,
gathered outside the West Door, shepherded by Canon TrevorsDerstill not quite complete, overlooking a large lake and taithouse 24
who with his daughter Sarah organised us and lookiger ais on the children for summer camps and winter camps as well winéshéd.
pilgrimage. Coach to Manchester, Czech Airlines to Pragqukasecond Seyeral new Orthodox churches have been designed and rbosit
flight to St. Petersburg all went smoothly. A moderneH&tizar looked remarkably one near to the Parish House, a massive tehbech in
after us competently. the old style, complete with onion domes, built throtigghlast winter

St Petersburg is a city of great contrasts. Fine palacése 18' by one carpenter and three other builders. When we sawrit was
century front the River Neva and the main streets, @ifagportion halted for lack of funds, but we were

and many distinguished by being painted in two colours whighle to make a donation to allov

complement their design. There are many canals: utsdfer Peter work to continue. A saw-mill has

the Great meant the city to be the Venice of the N&xt¥o many peen set up and provides wort

churches - even in the T&entury he allowed each sect to buildimper for churches and othe

their own. On the down side, the vast drab grey apartmeck$lo projects and fuel for those living

mostly nine storeys high, are depressing and devoid Rfarby. Perhaps the main memory

individuality; there is a palpable hang-over from the depowat this northern outpost is the endles

of war and a general underlying poverty; the mosquitoes wreakgifes of fir trees, with occasiona

havoc with some of us; and a waste disposal depot wasimighilver birch and more rarely other sof |

front of our hotel. But the memories of the beautifulldings far woods, and the great lakes Whicg
outweigh all these. abound. We went speedily b
We saw the House of Mercy, where they look after stieddren; hydrofoil some 40 miles across Lak
Zabota, a small house for the elderly (no government st)ppaat  Onega to the Island of Kizhi, a worlc
a state institution for the handicapped (not much suppRefer heritage site on which is the tiny 14 ‘
the Great's Kremlin (= Fortress); had a river trip; and wettdo century Church of the Resurrection of New church in Kondopoga
Sunday morning service in the Cathedral of St. Nlcholq_sdzarus, the oldest wooden building

memorable for the wonderful bass singing by the choir, ah&id preserved in Russia, and the great Cathedral of the Tyaration, a

candles and mirrors, full of ancient mystery, almostnayit. remarkable building of 1714 with 22 domes.

Then of course the Hermitage, the great Museum by ther’Ri‘i'ﬁ the space of two weeks we saw an amazing amount, mare tr
with 20 or so Rembrandts and countless other treasimes. P 9 '

afternoon was too short. St Catherine's Summer Palace >Pac® permits to tell. Our sing-song on the final n!ghth vite
.Russians leading the way, raised the roof. It was espenialiyorable

wrecked by the Nazis but has bgen fully rebuilt, dripping WIfor the rendering of "On llkley Moor bah't 'at", led Wwispirited
opulence. We saw much more besides. .

U ) gestures by Pam Conway, and given an encore by general requ
e Then came a long coach drive tihyge thanks are due to Sarah Dennis and her friends Alik and Ol
Novgorod, with a group of for gl the research and organisation, and it is good tevkhat the

Orthodox churches dating fromyp resulted in substantial donations being made to thistP@hurch
the 11" to 19" centuries, all close and the Dacha.

together and unspoilt and

* '; ? y) ! \° ’
L Luleey H A £ N .
New church in Novinka— see also Ikonostatis on back paae

m Xy

redolent of old Russia mannyaaving aside the maryels of Sft Pet_ersburg and the _eddlmand
with ancient wall paintiﬁgs i Pine trees, two memories remain. First, the warmthlkandness qnd
George's Monastery nearby. wa real Christian actions of all th_ose Wh(_) looked afteraushe Parish
still active. The town feels almos,ﬁ—|ouse. S(_econdly, t_he amazing _achlevements of Fatheralmi\/
Georgian Mother Julia and their team in setting up the House, Imgjldhurches

' ~and the Dacha, and doing things on limited funding that ongddwo
After a week we took the night hardly have thought possible given benign weather and siygport
train to Petrozavodsk, some 30Qythorities, never mind winter temperatures of thirtyastyfdegrees
miles to the North-East. Thepelow, and occasional opposition from some local leastérsvedded
great grey-green train of some 18, Communism or Soviet attitudes. The success of this retiomef
carriages clanked through theryssian Orthodoxy, helped by St. Gregory's in such practigs,vis

night with jerks and stops andthe outstanding impression of the pilgrimage. John Makinson
Cathedral onthe Island of  starts, but eventually we arrivedif you wish to know more about St Gregory's Foundat{@harity no.
Kizhi and went by coach to Kondopoga1002469) or to make a private donation, then look topnon their website:

our base for the second week. Fowww.stgregorysfoundation.org.uk give Sarah Dennis a ring on 020 8248
the past 15 years a reviving parish here has been run by4l(P\4a'9 or write to her at 19 Colebrooke Avenue, London W13 8J7
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June Outing - Boat Museum and Arley Hall

=

b

)

Last year’s Summer Outing took us first to the Ellesmere Buat
Museum. After coffee we had a trip on the Shropshire UGiamal
followed by a short tour of the Museum. This has just undergon
£2 million refurbishment, and all agreed that they would tixe

return soon! We then set off in our GHA Coach (driven b)}D
Howard, our regular ‘chauffeur’) for Willington Hall, one of Y
Cheshire’s prestigious hotels for a ‘Pudding Lunch’. This is a

speciality of Willington Hall which the hotel kindly provided
specially for us. After a glass of Buck’s Fizz and a delisiaain

course, a number of mouth watering puddings were placed on g

large table for us to help ourselves as many times askea iit
was not an outing for the calorie conscious and theraest¢o be
many comments about tight belts and waistbands!

One or two Friends understandably took the opportunity for a

after lunch snooze during our onward journey to Arley Hedé of

Cheshire’s interesting stately homes with well known award

guided tour with their expert
guides, which included a visit
to the Mappa Mundi
Exhibition and the magnificent,; &
new Library. Leaving
Hereford after lunch, we made.
our way to Dudmaston House®
a 17" century property now i
the care of the National Trus
We enjoyed our tea in the
gardens before making ou
way back to Chester.

For once we were blessed with glorious weather, and ewery
enjoyed the wonderful surroundings and countryside. Our tharks
due to the Dean and Friends of Hereford Cathedral for guarguch
a marvellous welcome and making our time in Hereford
enjoyable. Our thanks must go to Bernice Meredith andhsiband
eter for all their hard work in planning both the June $eytember
tings.

Nicholas Fry

Librar

winning gardens. The owner, Viscount Ashbrook, met us and very@ 88 &

kindly took us around the house, giving us a wonderful ingigat
family life in such a
wonderful place. Our thanks
are due to him for such a
warm welcome and a
fascinating tour. We then
had time to enjoy the
gardens on a lovely sunny
day before taking afternoon
tea and returning to Chester
in the early evening.

Nicholas Fry

The Friends two day trip last September was to Herefod tfan
first stop was at the Wedgwood Visitor Centre in Barlasie.
learned about the history and manufacture of the faporceelain,
and of course patronised their shops selling best produs
discontinued lines and seconds! We enjoyed lunch thetehsm
proceeded to Hereford Cathedral where we met their Friends f
splendid afternoon tea in the glorious surroundingshefVicars
Choral Hall, which forms part of the private Colleg®i€iers. We
were welcomed by the Dean, who very kindly invited us into hi
house to enjoy the garden and its wonderful view acrossvite
We then joined the Cathedral congregation for Chorangeng.
After a comfortable dinner and overnight stay at the &hre
Counties Hotel in Hereford, we returned to the Cathedralafor

The Dean and the Duke of Westminster
The library was re-opened by The Duke of Westminster on Friiay
September 2007 with the following speech:
‘The dictionary describes the word Library in two waysstfy a
room or building collecting books for reading or refere, and
secondly a collection of books for use by the public orespart of
it. At the Cathedral we have had the latter but lackeddimer for
far too many years. Indeed not since th& @éntury has the building
managed to house the Cathedral's growing collection of books.

The present total exceeds 10,000 volumes, which have previo
been housed in often unsuitable places and scattered i mvek
and occasionally damp and depressing cranny.

The Cathedral has always been a place of scholarshifeamtng
and many have been intrigued to learn what had been teallever
the centuries. The collection has surpassed all exgeiatlt is
described as one of the best libraries of its kind inNbeth West,
being particularly strong in theology from the™and 18 centuries,
with some absolutely unique volumes.

Thanks must go to the late Canon Roy Barker and the small
dedicated library team currently led by Dr George Chiversand
Derek Nuttall, who have not only shown tremendous skill inrth
work but incredible patience waiting for their treasuredkisao find
a home.

Professor Philip Alexander in his recent lecture to thenBsef the
Cathedral said, "Chester Cathedral Library says a gesdtabout the
Cathedral and about the city where it is located. It jsrecious
inheritance and an immense privilege"

After 400 years of waiting, may there now be a constanarstref
scholars and visitors through the Cathedral Library'shajmors to
see this great and valuable ealiion.’
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Urgent Repairs to Chapter House Window

Work will begin soon on repairs to the fabric of thast
window in the Chapter House. Thglorious stained glass
window, installed in 1872, was designed by HeaBuriler and
Bayne, one of the foremostayps of Victorian stained glass
artists. The window is showing signs of serioasay due to
age and the effects of 135 years of weatheringrygviece of
glass will be examined, cleaned and, if necessapaired.
The panels will be reassembled witlew leading and then
replaced in their original settings. It is vitabtithe window is
restored now, since further deterioration may caepair costs
to increase dramatically.

The cost of these essential repairs is estimated at £32,000

Roof Repairs to St Anselm's Chapel

The 12th century Chapel of St Anselm, which abhesrorth
side of the Cathedral, is one of the earliest simgiparts of the
building. Rainwater has penetrated the roof andatiens to
damage the magnificent 16th century plasteifinge of the
Chapel. Urgent repair is required to prevent furtteemage.

The Companions of St Anselm have already made arges
contribution, but further funding is still necessar

The cost of this work is estimated at £40,000

Creation Window protected by Grille

Rosalind Grimshaw'€reation Window had a small pane broken
by vandals soon after it was installed in 2001. Tlewing year
the Friends made one of their least visible impnoset grants
(about £3,000) for a low visibility grille to giverotection to the
window from Abbey Square.

Angelic Stamps Launched in Chester Cathedral

Chester Cathedral welcomed a heavenly host of angels at the
launch of the Royal Mail's 2007 Christmas stamps. The festive
stamps featured colourful and musical angels and Canon
Chris Humphries was on hand to unveil them in St Werburgh's
Chapel in the Cathedral.

Italian illustrator Marco Ventura created four designs for the
stamps in a Renaissance art style, each showing an angel
playing a musical instrument in a snowy countryside scene.
There were six stamps in the set, with the First Class and
Second Class stamps available in two sizes to reflect the
Letter and Large Letter rates, as well as additional First and
Second Class stamps showing images of the Madonna and
Child.

Julietta Edgar, Head of Special Stamps, at Royal Mail, said:
"Every year customers and collectors look forward to our
Christmas stamps, which have been brightening up the festive
season for more than 40 years. This year we will print more
than 200 million First Class Christmas stamps alone, while
millions more of these charming images on the higher value
stamps will be seen on cards and gifts sent around the globe."




Modern Windows in Nave which replaced Stained Glass damaged in Second World Wal

The Great West Window as well as some of the windows iStheh Aisle were damaged during the Second World War. Tweatg
later in 1961 a new West Window (see below) was instalizil

The Great West Window
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Preserving the aesthetic?
The Friends Annual Lecture, 2007

“Restoration and Developments at Chester Cathedral
from the 16" to the 2F' Centuries -Success or failure?”

by lan Dunn BA, MLitt, DAA, FSA, Custos of the Cathedral

Chester Cathedral— ca 1858 before and 1880 (below) after restoration

When the famous Canon Charles Kingsley attended
opening of the newly-restored Cathedral in 1872vhwe in
his journal “Cathedral looks lovely”. Mr Dunn po&ut out
that it is highly unlikely that, before that dasmyone had
ever been able to call it “lovely”. He went on tefidie the
“aesthetic” of the Cathedral, which we all valuehéghly, as
that which was produced by the remarkable revatuto
thinking about church architecture which took placehe
19" century. At Chester this meant not only a “restord
of the Cathedral Church and the unique survivadmfmuch
of its monastic buildings, but in fact a “completicof what
had been “intended” for a building, still incom@eat the
time of the dissolution of the monastery in 154tlwas this
philosophy of both restoration and completion whychded
both the Dean and Chapter and their architectacipally
Sir Gilbert Scott, from the 1840s onwards and lmagicued
to do so until the present day. Mr Dunn used matile i
known prints and photographs to convey a vivid iesgion
of the shockingly decayed edifice that the Cathetiem
become at the opening of the Victorian era with yna
ruinous corners, semi-abandoned spaces, barnelids,rand
the whole interior covered in drab whitewash.

Mr Dunn further emphasised that the once fashionah
criticisms of over-restoration were quite unjustifiand that
the efforts of the Dean and Chapter since the 18t still
today) had not merely saved the Cathedral from detap
ruin but had produced a complex of buildings mo
beautiful, of greater quality and better maintaitieat at any
time in their long history. Moreover, the work dohas
consistently been informed by an impressive adluerdn
historic and archaeological evidence of what eslistewhat
was intended.

The Christ Child is seen showing St Joseph a model shigpaeing the
symbol of the ancient Church.

ST CHAD was a disciple of St Aidan and became Abbbttastingham i
AD 664. After his retirement, he was subsequently sumewnd bd
Bishop of Mercia AD 670 and established his See at Lichfield. is
regarded as the founder of the Cathedral dedicated to St Mawyaehsf
the spot occupied by the preseCathedral, which is dedicated to both
Mary and St Chad. In the window he is portrayed holding a asti@ff. In
the small scene at the foot of the window, he is shosimgbpresented wit
a horse by Archbishop Theodore. St Chad made his jouamefgot, but o
one occasion, Archbishop Theodore is said to havetédsthat he shoul
ride.

ST WILFRED was a monk of Lindisfarne who became one of the
celebrated bishops of the AngBaxon Church and was consecrd
Archbishop of York. The Minsteat York and churches at Ripon a
Hexham testify to St Wilfred's zeal as a builder. He appeattsei windo
holding an Archbishop's crosier. Below, he is shown disiag the plans g
an ecclesiastical building with an architect.

QGUEEN ETHELFLEDA has nevebeen canonised, but | have included
in the window because of her close association with tsterlyi of the Cit

of Chester. Her marriage with Aethelred, King of Wessexnhgthened
Mercia in its defence against the Danes on account cfulequentinion
with Wessex. Ethelfleda and her husband colonised Ghastewere abl
to protect the lower reaches of the Dee from the inroadlseoDanes, an
the Northmen of Ireland. Ethelfleda was responsible also éofotimding of
the Saxon College of Cans which was after replaced by the Benedi

Monastery, now the Cathedral. Queen Ethelfleda is shown wetrg

Crown and holding the sceptre. In the small window bedbwis discussin
fortification with her husband.

The upper tracery of the window @ke the main lights, contains a sym
of the Trinity and Alpha and Omega.

On either side of these may be seen the ICXC NIKA, from Ghneek|
symbolising Jesus Christ the Conqueror.

The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are represented by sdeses show
descending and issuing from the Trinity.

Half way down the tracery may be seen the emblems of thestheg,
reading from left to right.

ST JAMES THE GREAT: a pilgrim staff, scup and scallop shell.
ST THOMAS: the builder's rule

ST PHILIP: a Latin Cross

ST AMES THE LESS: a fullers club

ST PETER: crossed keys

ST JOHN: a chalice and winged serpent
ST ANDREW: a cross

ST MATTHEW: tax collector's purse
ST BARTHOLOMEW: a scimitar

ST MATTHIAS; a spear

ST SIMON: a large saw

ST JUDE: a halberd

T.Carter Shapland (1961),

Some losses and “failures” had occurred, but Mr Dunn

concluded that these were minor in comparison wittat
had been achieved at Chester and were, for the paost
potentially remediable even now. The Chapter'sknmrer
the past 150 years, he concluded, was “a triumpid’ lze
associated the efforts of the Friends with thiskaand in the
challenges faced in the 2Icentury in preserving a very
valuable aesthetic and what is, in many ways, aualy
important heritage at Chester.



A 73 mile walk is a good way to mark a significant occasion and t
celebrate a special person. The pilgrimage to celelnaték00th
anniversary of the bringing (the "translation”) of St Wedh's
bones to Chester was a memorable experience. Much has bee
written elsewhere about this, but as one of the "monksthd

that the participation, the physical challenge and weam
fellowship to be very inspiring.

The Bishop of Chester with the “monks”

Cathedral Services Subject to occasional variations
Weekdays:
0730 Morning Prayer (St Anselm's Chapel)
1230 Eucharist (1130 on Thursdays)
1730  Choral Evensong (said on Wednesdays)
Saturdays:
0900 Morning Prayer (St Anselm's Chapel)
0930 Eucharist
1615  Choral Evensong
Sundays:
0800 Prayer Book Communion Service (said)
1000 Cathedral Eucharist
1130  Sung Mattins, or Prayer Book Eucharist on 3rd & 5th
Sundays.
1530  Choral Evensong
1830 Evening Service 1% & 5th Sundays
Opening Hours
Monday — Saturday Sunday
Cathedral (for visitors) 0900 - 1700 1300 - 1600
Cathedral Shop 0930 - 1700 1100 — 1600
Refectory 0930 - 1630

Canon Chris Humphries

Chris Humphries, Richard Hoffman and David Pickering
on the Town Hall steps at the end of the Pilgrimage.




‘Quaker Tapestry’ in Chester Cathedral New Cassock Albs for Servers

Since the dawn of recorded
history, crafts people have
used their skills to tell stories
- such a record is the Quaker
Tapestry. It has been
described as ‘a celebration of
ideas and experiencesince
the founding of the Society of
Friends by George Fox in
1652’. It is a modenday
Bayeuxcomprising 77 panels,
each measuring 25" (635mm)
wide by 21" (533mm) deep
made in a form known as
‘narrative rewel embroidery’ many of them so detailed that they
took years to make. More remarkable is the fact that iitoi the
work of experts but of more than 4,000 men, women and children
from 15 countries. This unique embroidery is one of thgelstr

community textile projects in the world. For most of tear the New Cassock Albs provided by The Friends
tapestry is permanently housed in the exhibition centtieirwine  The Friends made a Grant of £1561 last year for a number of newckass
Friends Meeting House in Kendal, Cumbria. Albs. Above from left in their new albs are Miles Hardcastle, Adri

A Roadshow of 39 of the 77 embroidered panels will be on d,ismaMachiraju, Phillip Hinde, Louise Fedrick, Anthony Williams, and
in the South Transept front'to 29" February 2008, offering a Phillip Farnworth. They are some tife team of the Cathedral's 22
fascinating view of social history from the 17th century e t Servers of Chester Cathedral who look after the Seringgrvices
present day. The exhibition will also include an introductory,fil throughout the day on a Sunday, as well as any speciites
hand-held audio guides with a spoken commentary on sglectéuring the week. Many have been serving at the Cathedral for
panels, embroidery demonstrations from time to timdd@n’'s ~ number of years, and a handful have put in between 20 ane&Be. y
activities and a craft shop. Some travel in regularly around 50 miles to attend, and we drave
A warm welcome is extended to any of the Friends of @hest devoted Server who travels from London evefy&nd ' Sunday to

Cathedral who would like to come to the Official Opening &f th take part and worship at the 11:30 BCP Choral Eucharist.
Quaker Tapestry Roadshow at 2.30pm on Thursday, 31st January .
2008. As well as our special guest opener, we will have twl You feel that you would like to become part of the Servers Team we

: are especially looking for volunteers for the 08:00 and 11:30am services
wﬁgﬁgiraasg:?iﬂggs_pgggllf;?: b((:ehv?/ithelrjsgi :ES ;:;er from Kendalon a Sunday, please get in touch with me on 01244 540347 @i720

770876, or pass your details on through the Vergers Office.
Do let us know if you will be attending this evertontact Sheila Chris Jones
Williams in Kendal on telephone 01539 722975 or e-mail ) o
sheila@quaker-tapestry.co.uk 800 Children attended Pilgrim Days

100 year old Life Membervisits Pilgrim Days took place for the tenth year running last Seipte.
Cathedral again Over 800 junior age children attended the Cathedral over thgs5 da

) ) They were able to engage in a variety of educational deswithich
This photograph was taken during Mrs gimed to bring the Cathedral and its heritage alive femttEach day
Lilian Widdowson's visit to the Cathedral in cyminated in an act of worship which were led by the Bisbbp
August. She now lives in California and gjrkenhead, Canon Trevor Dennis or Canon Chris Humphrie:
spent eight weeks last summer back inchildren’s comments included “The Pilgrim Days were brilliant.
Oxton, Wirral. Thank you very much.”.

The Pilgrim Days were organised by the Cathedral Educatio
Officer, Claire Chatterton, with the help of a large teah
volunteers. It was good to welcome some new volunteers/eiis
many of whom were members of the Friends. New voluntaess
always welcome.

For further information please contact Claire Chatterton, Educatior
Officer at the Cathedral Office. Tel 01244 500957 or by e-mai
“education@chestercathedral.com”.

Friends Events in 2008 - Dates for Your Diary




Treasurer’s Provisional Report for 2007 Cathedral Appointments
The audited report for 2007 will be in the Friends May newsletter

Friends Grants to the Cathedral during the past year béaket
about £18,000 (see list) of which about £7,000 was from our
“flowers and gardens” funds. We have also given an tiakiag

to the Chapter that in addition to the 2007 grant of £8,00€hér
protection of stained glass windows we will make similar sums
available early in 2008 and again in 2009.

There was an overall surplus for the year of approx £5,00¢hé&nd
has been added to our reserves. Our total assets atdtied dre
year stood at £125,000 of which about £100,000 is in investmenti
accounts.

Subscription income for 2007 (including Gift Aid refund) was
£10,800- similar to the previous year, but investment income was
up significantly at £5,600 due to higher interest rates. Thet Pla
Sale in April had proceeds of £3232 all of which went towards
Flowers and Gardens. In addition, Barclays Chester Brémar
bankers) made a generous donation of £2,250 from theirt\chari
fund, and they also paid for £500 worth of bulbs which staffnf

the branch helped to plant in the Cloister garden (sdefzaye).

Individual contributions towards Cathedral Flowers and for
Memorial Flower Arrangements totalled over £2,000 during the
year, and we again wish to thank all those who contributed.

Following the rise in subscriptions agreed at the last AG\buld

like to thank all those who sent in either revised banketsrs or
cheques for their 2008 subscriptions. If you have not yae o
then please let me have them as soon as poshiBleBankers
orders should now be made out for payments commencing in
January 20009.

New Director of Music

Richard Towndrow

Friends Grants to the Cathedral 2007

Cathedral Forum Elections

Friends Flower Donations 2008
We are again enclosing a leaflet about donations for flowers.
(Further copies are available from the Cathedral Office)
Donations and enquiries about memorial arrangements to:
Mrs Liz Hardman (Tel: 07946396820)
c/o The Friends of Chester Ca\thetzj'::inlJ , 12 Abbey Square, Chester CH1

The Friends of Chester Cathedral Registered Charity No. 501740




_ Lenten Vestments on display in Lady Chapel
New Russian Art Complete Set of Lenten Vestments funded by the Friends

Iconostatis in new village church at Novinka. It was painted in th Spring Bulbs in the Garth
Icon workshop in the Parish House in Kondopoga.

See article on visit to Russia on page 4

Flower Decoration in the Lady Chapel

Staff from Barclays Chester Branch planting spring bulbs in the
Garth. Barclays donated £500 worth of bulbs towards Philip Hunts
replanting scheme which is being funded by the Friends.

“Roman Soldiers” lead St Werburgh Procession

Special flower decorations for the St Werburgh celebrations last June ~ Procession from Town Hall to Cathedral when pilgrim “monks” arrived
around her Shrine in the Lady Chapel. The Cathedral flower back in Chester on 21 June 2007 celebrating the 1100 year anniversary

arrangers also specially decorated the Chapel of St Werburgh. of the “translation” of St Werburgh's bones. (see article on page 9)

Friday 2 May 2008 and
Saturday 3 May 2008

from 10 am to 4 pm




