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Cloister Garden of the Future

create more intimate seclude
seating, taking full advantage o
the cloister buttresses and t
soften the formal aspects of th
space.

Unusually for an Abbey the™ y_‘_‘
monastic bwldmgs including the!, ¢
cloister ‘sprise  garden’ e’
situated to the North of the mai
building. The proximity of
bedrock whilst a major
consideration for foundations is 4
serious detriment to pursuitd
horticultural, as is the limited
sunlight.

The long process of analysis
began, surveying all the intricacies
and protuberances of the cloister buttresses, masséiguoés
Pictures clockwise from tbp-left: ' translated into a scale plan. Then sunlight on theurgtowas
recorded on the hour every hour during the Summer Soéstiteat
the Autumnal Equinox; | am indebted to Peter Williams fainiz
most of these readings. No sunlight falls within the Gdrtting
Redevelopment of the Cloister Garth the winter months. After consultation with the Cathédra

o ) Archaeologist | took detailed soundings of the bedrock at 2mr
Plans for the Garden inside the Cloisters were adopted | jntervals committing to paper the depth of bedrock anc

by the Cathedral Chapter at a special meeting on site in |  configuration throughout. Armed with all this basic inforroatl
February at which the Friends were represented. A could start on the task of design.

report by Phil Hunt proposed the introduction of a wide | the North West sector with its exceptionally shallow sai full
range of interesting new plants, as well as a paved | nig day sun made it the ideal site for the herb gardeny tieé
herb garden. The proposal was later approved by the | sybstituted by stone and herbs. The design was loosely based
Fabric Advisory Committee subject to further | tne jubilee Garden at Ness, which sadly no longer exist.

consideration of some plants and the paving materials. Some removal of existing trees and shrubs was needed; dne of
The Friends have agreed to contribute up to £5,000 | two Ginkgo bilobas was multi-stemmed and of huge size an
towards the cost of plants and materials, and Phil Hunt vigour. It had the potential to grow in excess of 100 foot,canue
will carry out most of the ground preparation and the canopy entered unobstructed windflow. its inheremalilgy
planting on a voluntary basis with some help from Peter would have threatened the fabric of the cloisters, adanfirmed
Williams, the Cathedral gardener. In the following following its difficult removal in March. There wascern about
article Phil Hunt describes what is being planned: the Camellias completely obscuring the beautlful windowthef
cloister, and after these had beq
;removed, | cut out the long

Cloister Garth (Spring 2007); Cardiocrinum giganteum;
Fritillaria imperialis ‘Aureomarginata’; Fritillaria meleag ris

A visit by Canon Dennis to my garden in Wales to see arspeci ; e
of Embothlum coccineum ‘IncaFlame’, my suggested replacemdfffious parabolic curves of thegy
for the expired Glastonbury thorrPOrders. ;
in the Garth, eventually turnedThe selection of plant materia
simple advice on replacement intwas the simple part of the projecg i L ‘
entire re-planning of the gardenl worked on the basis that in suc
The enthusiasm of Trevor Denni@ very small and immensel
was infectious and it was withimportant site only the mostFe#
increasing excitement that Exotic species would suffice!
undertook the challenge tdScent, colour, form, year-round
transform an ordinary formalinterest and, of course, the ability
space into a paradise worthy db survive in a difficult site were!
God's garden. The inherenthe outstanding criteria. =y
beauty, peacefulness _and Phil Hunt ?[g
atmosphere of the surroundings
was an excellent starting point.
My vision was to make the area
more accessible to large groups, to

See also back page
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Vice Dean’s mid Year Message
| have been waiting for

Library opened. When |

ago, the books

mould.

Barker, and the Chapter an

was not until we gained access to the rooms abb¥asim's
Chapel, and an internal staircase was installedt that
became possible. A lot of work had to be done hdyihe
creation of the staircase, and the books were bogeahd kept
out of harm's way. No sooner was the main parhefviork
completed, than the main room of the Library hadeataken
over by the choir as a rehearsal room, while the Seng
School was being built. The Library remained mbo, and
even after the choir moved out, much remained taddee
before the boxes could be unpacked. How the Lybteam
maintained their morale through all that, espegialhen Roy
died after a stroke, is remarkable, but they did] Awish to
take this opportunity to pay warm tribute to theifheir

dedication, professionalism and love of the booktheir care
are beyond praise. But you, the Friends, deseayusiderable
thanks, also. Without your grant to cover the fimedrk,

including the painting of the walls of the main noothe
opening would have been postponed yet further.it &s after
the preview on February 10, which some of you vadike to
attend, the Library is scheduled to be open to neembf the
public as from May 29, and to be opened formallytt®/Duke
of Westminster on September 7. Alleluia!

The day is coming when we will be singing more lalkes in
the Cloister Garth. A few years ago the Friendsir€d set
aside the monies raised by the annual Friends Bietfor the
flowers inside the Cathedral, and for the beauwifan of its
grounds. In addition the Council started a schdarethe
sponsoring of flower arrangements. That schemefaadlant
Sale have both been so successful, and supporthtdr
particular fund from Barclay's Bank so generoust tthe
Council has been able to devote several thousamddsao the
grounds and gardens. Already some of the moneybbas
spent on a heather garden near the Song Schoomarelof it
is going towards an ambitious and exciting projactthe
Garth, overseen by Phil Hunt, a member of our N@heir,
who has huge expertise in the field, and who hasedhe
research, produced the design, and will be puttmgnany
hours of labour in the planting, all at his own empe. The
Garth promises to become a place of stunning beand,
tranquillity, which will contribute hugely to thesitual life of
the Cathedral, enrich the experience of visitoenewore than
it does at present, and attract people from far andke.
Meanwhile, the plans for this year's Plant Sale iardull
swing, as | well know - | am married to its cooratior!

As always the Cathedral owes a great deal to tlgoiong
support of its Friends.
Canon Dr Trevor Dennis - Vice Dean

The library will be open to the public by prior arrangement
from 29 May onwards- Cathedral Office Contact - Nick Fry
Tel: 01244 500958

Note:

years to see the Cathedral

arrived over thirteen years i
were |8
scattered in various places,
some at risk of damp and
The Library team, |
led then by Canon Roy

| were determined to bring
them into one place, but it

History of Cathedral Library

d

There has been a library at the Cathedral for over 400 years fujjowi
the Leicester Award of 13 February 1582 which provided the sum
£4 ‘to furnish a library of divinity'. It is fairly certain thafprior to
1541, whilst still an abbey, there was a small library of, mainly
manuscript books. Recently, Elizabeth Danbury, in her book oimlife
the Abbey of St. Werburgh, states that 21 manuscripts and 1 print
book (1482) that belonged to the Abbey are still in existence i
various European and American libraries. Sadly, none survive
Chester. ThePolychronicon manuscript, of Ranulph Higden, was
presented to the Cathedral in 1925 by Mrs. Paget. It is understaod t|
Higden’s original manuscript, written at Chester, is now in ar
American library.

Following the issue of the library's first catalogue in 1768, which
listed 627 volumes, considerable additions were made especially in t
19th and 20th centuries. The present total exceeds 10,000 volum
including 1lincunabules(pre-1501) amongst the 2,500 or so printed
before 1800. In addition to the Dean & Chapter’s Librémgre is the
‘Jacobson Collection’ of ¢.1600 volumes, bequeathed to the Dioce:!
of Chester ¢.1884. Other special collections include a large number
books relating to Cheshire and the Diocese: The Francis ISgnee
King's School, and Kingsley Colleions; items donated by the County
Record Office, as well as books picked from the Cathedral's ow
collection.

As a result of the often unsuitable places that have Hdhselibrary

in the past, e.g. the Muniment Rodabove the South West Porch]
the Vaulted ChambeEducation Room]and the Chapter House, a
great number of the older volumes required restoration. Due to tt
untiring efforts of the late Canon Roy Barker, some £80,000 of gran
were obtained for the re-binding of some of the rarer itemgeTdre
still many more, especially 18th-century volumes, in need o
restorative work. The task of checking, re-shelving and catalggui
the library following over fiveyears of upheaval during which most
books had to be boxed, will keep the small band of library voltsitee
busy for many years, but at last the ‘Exhibition Library’ will sdan
open to visitors.

Librarians (from left): John Wolfenden; Canon Trevor Dennis
(Vice Dean and Canon Librarian); Brian Haslam; Gordon
Stavert; Dr Derek Nuttall (Curator of Early Printed Books); Dr

George Chivers (Cathedral Librarian). Other regular members
of the Library team include Shirley Pargeter and Mary Higson.



Lecture Marking Reopening of Library

Prof. Philip Alexander (Professor of Post-Biblical Jewish Literatu
University of Manchester) gave a lecture on 10 February, 200 -
the Friends of the Cathedral ancﬁbgggntusePrFr?éiiz th;otr
the Chester Theological Society, tQccess to the collection
mark the re-shelving of the bookgas eased by a splendic
and the completion of the firskatalogue which Derek §
stage in the reopening of theyuttall has prepared - to
library. The following article is an the highest professiona
edited extract of the Foreword tastandards. Derek has alsi§
Prof. Alexander’'s lecture, whichwritten a short history of |
also quoted from Derek Nuttall’sthe Library, on which |
unpublished history of the library have drawn with gratitude.
This talk and the small
exhibition that goes with it
reflect my own scholarly
tastes, but Derek Nuttall |
‘has added other treasur
to supplement my choice [F;
Some of the items on}
display are obviously = :
beautiful and eye-catching ceaf e

funds to help conserve the = iy
oks and to adapt the

When my wife, Canon Loveday

Alexander, told me that Cheste
Cathedral had a library | was at once intrigued to know whatinvés
Ever since | was a boy, poking around with my father in the second
bookshops of Smithfield Market in Belfast, | have had a passioaoldo
books and manuscripts. During my academic career | have worked
some of the rarest books and manuscripts in the world (inclublang
Dead Sea Scrolls), in some of the world's greatest libraaies | must e
confess to having acquired a secret vice: | get high on thé efmeothers look nondescript. _. . -
parchment, paper, papyrus, and old leather! My vision of heaven But don't be fooled by Title page - Walton's *Polyglot Bible’ 1656
library full of venerable tomes, and an eternity to browsmil#o when appearances. The real scholar doesn't judge a book by its cdver! /
| heard of the Cathedral Library, | thought, "Chester is arcaidedral, the items are interesting, and some are very rare indeedalkrend
and has had some serious scholars attached to it, so | wamateit has the collection are focussed on what | would call the intellettistdry
collected and kept over the centuries. Inquiries revealedilthary was of the Cathedral, and more broadly of the city of Chester. Hevé
in boxes, because the Choir was using the Library room whiteeits just said, significant scholars have been associated with thedcal
Song School was being finished, but once the Song School openeand the city over the centuries, and, as | had hoped, their btlndse
books would go back on the shelves, and | was welcomestovisat the they wrote and those they owned - have found their wey tine
Library had got. Library. This makes the Library, as a collection, a significartiural
| mused as | waited impatiently, "Don't get too excited!r&hmay be artefact. As Iiprarians_ to_dz_;ly remind us, great libraries are not jus
nothing much there - just a small, working collection of z&d 28 random accretions _of |nd_|V|duaI_ books. The_y are_much more t_tmn t
century theological textbooks used by the clergy. When I firggt to  SUM of their parts: in th¢|r tot_almyney are objects in their own right, .
see it, | was astounded. It far surpassed all my expectatiems.was Particularly when, as in this case, they belong to great publi

one of the best libraries of its kind in the North West, paaigustrong nstitutions. The old adage that you can tell a lot aboutrafroan the
in theology from the 17 and 18' centuries (one of my own areas (books on his shelves, can be applied to institutions: Chestleedtal

interest), and including no less than eleven incunabulaongrthem a LiPrary says a great deal about the Cathedral, and about thveneity
Latin Bible printed in 1477 in Cologne, which may be uniquelt S located.
volunteered to give a talk on the collection - and here | am today! ~ Today's event, | must stress, represents only work in progress. There

| want to thank most warmly the staff of the Cathedral, the Dean, Go Still much to be done to complete the r_emaking of the Lib_rary. There |
McPhate, the Canon Librarian, Trevor Dennis, and above allntiadi <€Ven more to be done to make the Library truly accessibie. Wil
and dedicated Library staff, particularly Derek Nuttall, Georgeveghi '€duiré funds - for continuing the work of conservation, for security
and Mary Higson, who gave unstintingly of their time to make my acdfor putting _the catalogue online, for staffing, and SO on. Owning suc_h
possible, and who, with John Wolfenden and the other volunteess, COllEction is a burden on scarce resources, but it is also a ysecio
shouldered the burden - a heavy physical burden - of putting the Litinheritance and an immense privilege. | hope that this evaptserve
back together again. | would also pay tribute to the late RoyeBai!® Pay tribute to the work already done, and stimulatertfegration
Trevor Dennis's predecessor as Canon Librarian, who raised substa ©f the Library into the life of the Cathedral, so thatetomes part of
its ongoing mission to feed the mind and the spirit.

Philip Alexander
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Outreach New Chester Organ CD

French Organ Music from
Chester Cathedral played by
Philip Rushforth, Assistant
Director of Music. Available
from the Cathedral Shop
priced £14.99

Symphonie no 4 in G minor -
Louis Vierne (1870 - 1937)
Arabesque - Louis Vierne
Symphonie-Passion - Marcel
Dupre (1886 - 1971)

Recently, Philip Rushforth’s CD was most favourably reviewed ol
BBC Radio 3's CD Review programme. Philip writes....

“This recording is an all French programme recorded omvtiél-
The Cathedral Choir - girls and the lay clerks - visig& Mary's famous cathedral organ. The nobility, brilliance and wawhthe
Church, Plemstall on Mothering Sund@ge photo aboveps part ~ cathedral organ are ideal for Vierne's brooding Symphanigten
of our programme of outreach into the community, we try tat the time of the Great War. Marcel Dupre's mastegpitiee
respond to two or three invitations each year to take the thoir Symphonie-Passion, originally started life as an imprdigisa In
sing at two or three other churches in the diocese. four movements it depicts the life of Christ in (1) Ttéorld
Awaiting the Saviour'; (2) 'Nativity'; (3)'Crucifixion' and (4)
a%esurrection'. It is some of the most powerful musithe organ
repertoire.”

The Music Dept was also pleased to be associated witlsthging

Out Loud" project which culminated in 200 local school childr
joining the cathedral choristers in the first perforognn January,
of "Werburgha" composed by Paul Yourfghoto on back page). Nave Choir Report

Our participation has enabled members of the Cathedral Mesim It has been another exciting year for The Cathedral Nzhair.

- staff, lay clerks & a choir parent - to go out intizdl schools Highlights have included a very successful three daysging in
(Acresfield, Millview, Newton, Woodfield, St Clares, DorirafR Ripon Cathedral in August, a Choral Evensong at St Mary’s
Special School, and Upton High) to help them with theigiag. Doddleston in September, a concert at Eccleston church
This is an important part of the Cathedral's outreadb the November and a beautifully sung cathedral carol service i

community; it could also help us with chorister reendnt. December.
A repeat of this project could lead to the setting up oftar8ay The all-French concert that we performed in March, whict
morning choir for young peop|e_ included Faure’s ReqL”em was greeted with hlgh acclaim. We h:e

a full nave and raised over £2,000 for Cathedral funds.

The Cathedral's Holy Week devotions began on Palm Suriday,
April, when the choir gave a liturgical performance dieTSaint
Plans are well under way for th@ark Passion by Charles Wood with John Naylor (tenod) @ur

choir tour to the States duringormer bass lay clerk, Jamie Hall (bass) as the gslois

the Autumn half term. We WereEune 16" is the date of our next concert (see below). An almlbst

Choir Tour to USA — October 2007

disappointed that Chevron Oi nglish programme, celebrating in particular the mus$iEdward

decided not to sponsor us fo . . ;
visiting the West Coast, and w lgar. Please do try to come to hear this conceybuf possibly

have therefore changed oufan: It promises to be a treat!
plans and will now be touringA new initiative now started is a special young peoplettisn of

Florida instead of California.  the Nave Choir. We are hoping to attract former chengst
As well as singing two Sundm;particularly boys) and their _frie_nds. T_here is aentf_ in this
services. we will be performingcountry of teenage boys not singing. This means tha’g lshgreegl
at thrée concert Venuesshortage of tenors and basses. The Nave Choir is tryithg ite bit

including St Luke's Cathedral,to r_edress the balance, so watch this space to see baxdling
project develops.

Orlando. (see phote left) The
choristers  will have the
opportunity to visit the Kennedy
Space Centre, Sea World CHESTER CATHEDRAL NAVE CHOIR CONCERT
Adventure Park, Universal Director: lan Roberts Organist: Philip Rushforth

studios, and - Disneyland.| Satyrday 16 June 2007 at 7.30 pm
Many thanks to the many
"Friends” who have already at Chester Cathedral

shown their financial support for Tickets: £10 (£8 concessions) available from Cathedral

th_e tour. We are, neve_rtheless Office, 12 Abbey Square (Tel: 01244 324756) or on the door
still seeking sponsorship! The Psalm 48 — Elgar

cost, per chorister, will be over Mass in G Mi Vaahan Wili
£1,000. If you are able to make 4 assin inor — vVaghan YWiliams

donation, large or small, please From the Bavarian Highlands — Elgar
Kevin Coghlan (Friend and membe contact me. and music by Benjamin Britten, Gustav Holst, Herbert Howells
of the Cathedral cangregation) David Poulter. and Randall Thomson

presenting a cheque to the choir.



Cathedral on Friday 22 These events are always inspiring
wonderful music from the choir, organ recitasd outings t
places of interest; culminating with a splendid dinnerallg with
a guest speaker who is prominent in the world of Catheduaid
(our Diocesan Gathering guests have included the legenda
Francis Jackson and the late John Sand&tembership of th
F.C.M. entitles you to free l@nnual copies of "Cathedral Musi
a superbly produced magazine (each worth £3) which cd
excellent highlyinformative articles many of which are written
organists and choirmasters with full colouropographs and ne
from cathedrals and churches all over the world. Itlyeal an
excellent read. These are supplemented by two shortertype
publications called "Cathedral Voice".

Colin Walker, FCM
representative for th
Diocese of Chestg

| suppose the confusion is understandable; Friends of tiesids o
that, Friends of the other. Many people | have invitecbéoane

members of the Friends of Cathedral Music (F.C.M.) haspondef§ The next issue of “Cathedral Music” will contain areiview with
by telling me that they were already members, when in tfaey Roger Fisher in celebration of hls‘hZCblrthday next year. As y(a

were members of the Friends of Chester Cathedral, ancthefWill know, Roger was organist arMaster of the Choristers for
F.C.M. They had simply confused the two. years at Chester Cathedral and the interview contai

abundance of his lifetime experiences.

Both organisations ra of course complementary to each of
although the F.C. M. is international in scale rathentaffiliated td
one particular cathedral. My position is the F.C.M{gesentative fg
the Diocese of Chester and | am but one of 40 repreés@&stavho
hold similar positions at cathedrals around the country whosee

task is the recruitment of new members.

You do not need reminding of the great tradition of cathedtalic,

which is now the envy of many other countries, particuldrbse o

the contineh who have all but lost that tradition. The standar

choral singing in our cathedrals, colleges and many churid

incredibly high, and is due to the dedication and profeasiEm of

the directors of music and organists who provide the dbosisvith a

superb musical training; this of course, coupled with thbusias

of the Deans and Chapters and the choir parents. Neéallsay this

comes at a price. The cost of maintaining the music tlepat is

high and it was good to hear the Dean in hlk ta the Cathedrd

Forum last autumn confirm the need to seek dedicated forkisef Three Chester Organists at an FCM Dinner

the music department flourishing. At many other cathedredfh in the Refectory in September 2002

budget is considerably higher than in Chester, notably thosehjilhic  Left to riaht - David Poulter, John Sanders and Rocgefi
maintain choir schools, whereas our bagd girl choristers a

recruited from the local area and attend about 20 diffeschools. JOur current Director of Msic, David Poulter and his team
This is where the F.C.M. plays a prominent part, lastr ygving doing sterling work in maintaining the priceless heritaggref

almost £250,000 in grants to various cathedrals and ch music in a great cathedral. Chester Dio.cese currenthdsta
throughout the country to assishetn to maintain their cho seventh position in the F.C_.M. members_hlp stakes fahalU.K.
traditions. Truro cathedral choir has been in great fiaafjcathedrals. How wonderf it would be if all members of t

difficulties recently with the distinct possibility thit may have t@Friénds of Chester Cathedral also became membere ¢f.G\M

close. The F.C.M. has been extremely helpful in thipeet an@When we would then head the list. Go oft's only a tenner (
Truro now has a new opportunity to continue with its greittoa. fupper limit) - and'll win a bottle of champagne!

We in Chester a few years ago received a £10,000 grant, £5,
which went towards the new Song School and £5,000 bought a
for the Song School. We are currently examining thesipdisy of
the F.C.M. adowing a choral scholarship. Every year in additio
many diocesan events, there are three National medi@atheringd Over the years many Friends have remembered
held in various cathedrals around the country over threg agyc

Please Remember ‘The Friends’ in Your Will

members all over the country attend, and this year Chieatdree
selected to host such a Gathering which will include the A.GHi4,
on Saturday and Sunday'$3and 24' June with a visit to St. Asaj

Chester Cathedral Organ Recitals 2007
Every Thursday at 1.10 p.m

JUNE

7 Gethin Davies-Jones (Denmark)
14 Philip Rushforth

21 Thomas Heywood (Australia)

28 lan Roberts




Life Member Lilian Widdowson

Some Cathedral Events — June to December 2007

|
100 not out! This is not a full list of events and is subject to alteration
. June
Ilzn eIS_;IIan ser;[/ri]r? Sunday 10" Congregational Lunch
me?nber of thg Sunday 17" Friends Day — see enclosed notice
st o

Friends of Chesterl Thursday 21 . St XVerpurgh Festival

Cathedral? Or is| Saturday/Sunday 23" & 24" Midsummer Watch Parade

she the oldest - ditto - Friends of Cathedral Music Gathering

member? Or both? July

Lilian Foster was| Sunday 1% Ordination of Deacons

born in Thursday 5" Chester Summer Music Festival Concert
Birkenhead on 1% April 1907 and her whole - John Lill
career was spent in the teaching profession in [theSaturday 7™ Chester Diocesan Youth Service
Birkenhead area. In 1948 she became head teacherhursday 12" Chester Summer Music Festival Concert
of St Saviour’s School, Oxton and continued there - BBC Philharmonic
until her retirement in 1972. Our three childreh @l gayrday 14" Ordination of Priests
started their SChQOI life there and benefited dyeqt Saturday 21° Chester Summer Music Festival Concert
from her enthusiasm, her energy and her cann L ETE e
attitude to all her pupils. _ _ Thursday 26" Chester Summer Music Festival Concert
A few years after her retirement she married [an - Royal Liverpool Philharmonic
American Max Widdowson at a lovely service in August
St Saviour’s Church, Oxton and they made thgir O e T Ve (el S e
main home in Huntington Beach, California but _ National Youth Orchestra of Spain
retained L""f”.‘s flat oveooking the school in Saturday 25" Association of British Choral Directors
Oxton and visited for a few months each summeer. _ Concert - Inspiring \Voices
After Max died, Lilian continued her visits to hgr September
flat in Oxten, but preferred the warmth of the m Seblelber _
Californian sunshine to the rigours of an Engligh Frday 7m Openingof the Cathedral Library
winter for most of the year. On her arrival jh Saturday 8 . Heritage Open Day
Oxton each summer a large group of her frierjds Saturday 15 Licensing of Parish Workers
rallied round to welcome her back and keep Her 25" —29"  Pilgrim Days
diary full of activities. One year we had the October
pleasure of taking her to the spectacular Flovyer satyrday 6™ Prom Praise
Fegtlval in Chester Cathe_dral which she foupd Saturday 20" Readers Licensing Service
delightful and most impressive. November
And_what about the claim tha’g she is the longgst Saturday 3" BEC] Besivel Seriae
serving member of the Friends? Well, skhe December
remembers becoming a Friend, and a Life Memlper , o
before World War Il. Apparently the membership See list of Christmas Services in late November
records don't show the year of entry info Monday 24" Cathedral Carol Service

membership, but the Treasurer tells us that fof a

number of years he held in his records two

apparently unconnected members, Lilian Foste
Oxton, a Life member, and Lilian Widdowson i
California who regularly sent contributions to th
Friends. It was only when Lilian Widdowson i
California received a ‘reminder’ about her regul
contribution that she discovered that they were
same person and that the regular contributi

n'&athedral Services  All subject to occasional variations as published
eWeekdays: 0730 Morning Prayer (St Anselm's Chapel)

N
ar

thgaturdays: 0900 Morning Prayer (St Anselm's Chapel)
DNS

were voluntary payments because Lilian thought

she had had such good value from her L
Membership!

The claim that Lilian is the oldest Friend is eas
to check. Are there any other centenarians in
Friends of Chester Cathedral? If so we'd
pleased to hear from you.
Lilian was in Oxton for a few weeks in the summ
of 2006 and after her 180birthday on 17 April
hopes to be back again this summer, given g
luck and the help of airline staff. She is asswkd
another warm welcome.

Kathleen and Peter Stirrup

IfPSundays: 0800 Prayer Book Communion Service (said)

e
the
he

er .
Opening Hours Monday — Saturday Sunday
pod




Chester Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land St Werburgh Pilgrimage
20— 29 March 2007 led by Bishop Peter

Ann LeBrocq




New Chair of the Cathedral Council Archbishop Kyrill visits Chester Cathedral

Earlier this year, Mr lan Dunn was
appointed as Chair of the Cathedral
Council, in succession to Mr David
Pickering who had chaired the Council
since it was formed in 2000 under the
statutory Cathedrals Measure 1999.

od
he
ary

ist
hive

unty

fr The Dean with Russian Archbishop Vladika Kyrill and
Father Paul Elliott Photo: ChesterChronicle.

dox
In 2006 lan was appointed Custos of the Cathedral and curr [
works as the County Council's Director for Regional Affairs. an

aye
Cathedral Management Changes

eac
ed

nt,

shop@chestercathedral.com

“I have been the Director of Operations
for just over a month. My responsibilities
cover the “operational” aspects of the

Cathedral and its precinct, to ensure the I you go down

proper functioning of the Cathedral as a to the ShOP_
place of worship and for the many other today, you will
activities for which it serves.  This be sure of a big

responsibility includes the standard of
excellence in both liturgical and secular
arrangements and the general presentation
of the Cathedral and its precinct that
includes the fabric and its maintenance.
My portfolio includes tourism and the
visitors experience as well as aspects of
fundraising to support all these activities.

This is a very special place in the heart of this cpwatpital and
there are very real opportunities for improving standardsedsas
the value of the Cathedral, not just to the regular cgagien and
supporters, but also to the broader community. The dsiare only
to well aware of some of the recent financial constsaifiut |
believe that these will be overcome. | certainly woudd have
accepted the position if | did not see the potential tekenm@hester
Cathedral the jewel of this historic city. There istato be done, but
| have found many willing helpers and supporters in the Cathedra
community, and | hope that | can contribute to the Ca#tisdr
progress.”

surprise!

Keith Skempton




New Heather Garden Friends Grants in 2007

From left to right: Peter Williams (Cathedral Gardener); Nick Fry

(Friends Secretary); Simon Brown (Barclays Cashier); Amanda Ellis A second Friends grant of £500 has enabled ten
(Barclays Assistant Manager); Canon Christopher Humphries; more garden benches to be repaired / re-
Richard Towndrow (Friends Treasurer). varnished during the past winter.

In March some staff from Barclays Bank helped withgifeating out s far this year, we have approved a number of new grants in

of a variety of heathe,rs‘in the area behind the new SohgoBas response to requests from the Cathedral Chapter. Whilst wetdo
part of Barclays Bank’s ‘Committed to Communitissheme where agree to all their suggestions, we try to ensure that impravteme

out various projects. The planting was in partnership thighFriends Cathedral priorities as well as the wishes of ther@iseCouncil.
- Barclays contributed £500 towards the plants and the rest ca

from the Friends Flowers & Gardens Funds. 2007 Grants approved to date

This planting completes work done during the winter by rPete (including previous commitments)
Williams (Cathedral Gardener) and David Andrews to tidy up the See page 11 for 2006 Financial Summary

stone walls and create a new garden area on the nortiofsitle , P| i 2 v | |
Cathedral. This was the last part of the work necessitayethe ;000 ants / garden - winter 2006/7 (see column on left

building of the Cathedral’s Song SchooBee also picture on backE200 Refurbish 10 more Garden Seats (see above)
page £5,000 Replanting of the Cloister Garth (see pages 1 & 12

Information for the Cathedral Chronicler Up to £1,475 Remaining Lent Vestments

The Cathedral Chronicler, Bruce Bright, selects relewaformation UP t0 £2,000 Cassoclk AIb? for Altgr Servers .
related to the Cathedral from local and national papetssadhner Up to £2,000 Protective window blinds for Cathedral Library
saurces, as well as the Cathedral's own printed informatibiis & £500 Flower Pedestals (await agreement on design)

included on a week by week basis in a Commonplace Book whj ;
forms a record of the activities of the Cathedradrgy, staff and mgqequwed Flowers used by the Cathedral Flower Arrangers

congregation. If you come across any interesting refeseno )
Chester Cathedral then please send them to: Richard Towndrow

Mr Bruce Bright, Cathedral Chronicler,
The Cathedral Office, 12 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU.

Friends Events




Minutes of the Friends 2006 AGM Friends Report— Review of the Year 2006

held on Sunday 25 Junein the Chapter House
Present: Reviews are especially difficult things to write. Should tweand
The Dean of Chester and all those who signed the Regist give an “indepth” account of all that has happened during the pa

The Vice-Dean; Nicholas Fry (Hon Secretary); Richard Tarew twelve months or would it be better to stick to an ovevwi the
(Hon Treasurer); Derek Jackson (Hon Membership Secretary). Year? Perhaps the best course of action is to try amdeathe

I
The meeting opened with Prayer. twol

. . . erall, this has been a year of consolidation of our nezship
'gg}oel?%'ﬁ;gsad been received from the Bishop of Chester and ?néj our finances. New members have been recruited steadily o

] . o the year (although not in as great a number as we would ha
In Memoriam: Friends who had died in the past year wefiRed) and the membership list has been revised to give a tru
remembered in silence. reflection of the membership. A number of events haventake
Minutes of the previous AGM held on Sunday 19 June 2005 wepace. The Spring Outing to the Boat Lift at Anderton anc
approved as a true record of that meeting after minotuaexCapesthorne Hall was a great success. The latter due to f
corrections had been made. hospitality we received from Mr and Mrs William Bromley
Matters arising: There were no matters arising. Dave”gotﬁ who vyerr]f t_h,‘:{' tpe(r:fe(it lhOStSd Later in thedqﬁ'fr! é
. . : enjoyed the overnight visit to Carlisle, and we were ma ar

The Council Report printed in the Annual Report was adopted a lcome wherever we went. It was a particular pleasure & upe

approved by the Meeting. . . _ o once again with the Bishop of Penrith (Canon James New&co
The Hon. Treasurer's Report: Financial details were distributedvhen he was at Chester Cathedral).

with the Annual Report. The Hon Treasurer reported a stéselyrr The Director of the Zoo, Professor Gordon McGregor Redde

income, (10% up over previous year) and emphasised the imp@rtﬁ.[é C s )
e . athedral Lecture and Professor Philip Alexander, ras @
of Gift Aid. The Plant Sale had once again been very suttessl introduction to the renovated Library, gave another leciare

::a?/vsﬂlcé},\tls:s O\i\?graetl(l))gisngwg:g dl?l:seod ?c?rlrl%ewsilr.neHSo:tthixl tFebruz.iry; both these events were much appreciated by a# thc
report in 2001. attendng. ]
The auditor, Mr Benjamin Morris was thanked by the Meeting a "€ Friends have made grants towards a number of projec
was re-appointed as Hon. Auditor. mclud!ng the renovation of the Library, new V(_astmerthe
Mr James Gillespie proposed the adoption of the Finamgpbort; refurbishment of garden benches and new planting around t
this was seconded by Mrs Margaret Byatt, and agreed unanimcu@iedral - in particular around the Slype in conjunction with
by the meeting. neighbours from Barclay_s' Bank. Much of this work is untheted
Hon. Membership Secretary’s Report: The Hon Membership but very necessary as it helps to enhance the Cgtrmutdalts
Secretary’s report had been printed in the Annual Repdre grounds. However, we look forward to sc_)methmg that cal
Friends now have 865 members, which represents a 13.6% ridg§ffully be called ‘spectacular’. The replanting agtCloister
numbers. This equates to about four new members a month. Garth; work has_ already starteq - so watch this space! &abro
Election of Officers: Mr Nicholas Fry, Mr Richard Towndrow and@s @lso been given for grants in 2007 for new Servebgsrand
Mr Derek Jackson were re-elected as Hon Secretary, Hasaner Protective window blinds for the Cathedral Library.
and Hon Membership Secretary respectively. Nick Fry
Election of Council Members: Three nominations had been
received (Mr Randal Hibbert, Mr Roger Miln and Mr Ken Balhd
all were elected to Council.
Two nominations were made at the Meeting. Both were dutyezle

- Mrs Margaret Caven, proposed by Mrs Anne Le Brocq and

seconded by Mrs Hazel Ross
- Mrs Anne Le Brocq, proposed by Mrs Rosemary Little and
seconded by Mr Peter Byatt

Any Other Business:

- Mrs Jean Wearne suggested an exhibition about the window in
the Refectory and this was referred to Chapter for coragida.
- The Meeting wished to compliment Mr Richard Towndrow and
Mr James Gillespie on the excellent quality of the rettess.
Cathedral Report: The Dean and Vice-Dean reported on the past
year in the Cathedral.

There being no further business, the Dean closed the Annual
General Meeting with the Grace.

The Friends of Chester Cathedral Registered Charity No. 501740




Financial Report for 2006

INCOME (£)

0 Donations for Flowers

t Functions & Outings
Friends Scarves & Ties
d

Bnterest received
Donations & Legacies

EXPENDITURE (£)

Library improvements

J Song School (

Grants for the year totalled £6,140, made
up of £3,115 on flowers in the Cathedrd|,
£2,000 for refurbishment of the Library Gar(.jens, Benches, Paths etc
£525 for Lenten Vestments, and £500 ¢nMusic

the refurbishment of a number of benchegs

in the Cathedral gardens. Another 10 UHV Microphones

benches were re-varnished in spring 2007\ adonna & Child Statue

at a similar cost.(for approved 2007 Vestments

ran .
grants gee page 9) . Miscellaneous Small Grants
Operating expenses were higher due to jan

increase in the number of copies printed
each of the two newsletters, but this w
offset by £400 of donations received fq
advertisements.

There was an overall surplus of £14,8€25URPLUS/(') DIEAICHT
for the year, and a net deficit of £6,901 for TOTAL NET ASSETS
the past 5 years.

Cathedral Flowers

s Operating expenses*

=

Richard Towndrow

?Tax Refund (Covenants / Gift Aid)

dis' Plant Sale (Craft Sale 2002 & 2003)

- Nave Curtains (for SW and W Doors)

Window Grill (2002) / CCTV (2004)

Financial Summary 2001 - 2006

Full copies of the audited 2006 accounts are included separately

2001

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

s
01
Q2
&

525

6,240
3,538

47,760 4718 9,778

N
@2
ey
o
@2
o
©
ey
NS

N

23,124

125,012

-31,100 13,347 -8,535 4,525 14,862

93,912 107,259 98,723 103,249 118,111

Membership Secretary’s Report 20067

The records for the last year show a drop in our merhipefigures.
This is partly due to a fairly quiet year where applicatioange come

in steadily— but slowly. We have also removed from the current
records the names of Members where subscriptions hatveeen
paid for a few years. It is sometimes difficult to know tkeason for
non-payment. Not only do members pass away during a year - but
people also move out of the area. If no-one notifiem Wkese cases
the only indication we have is ‘returned mail’ or a ‘nilum’ when
the subscription reminders are sent out. It would be uséful
members could notify either the Treasurer or myselfnithey know

of a member who has died or moved out of the area.

Derek Jackson

2006 Accounts

A full copy of the 2006 accounts
is separately enclosed. Once
again, we wish to thank Mr
Benjamin Morris - Honorary
Auditor - (pictured left) who has
audited our accounts since 1997.
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Flower Donations

Liz Hardman and the Flower Arrangers, as
well as the Cathedral and the Friends, wish
to thank those who made donations for
Easter Lilies, and also to thank all those who
have made such generous flower donations
during the past year.

"Singing Out Loud" - 200 local school children with the Cathedral choristers in
the 1st performance of "Werburgha" in January. (see page 4)

Phil Hunt - a member of the Cathedral's Nave Choiisa
botanist with a lifetime’s horticultural experienc
I Academically this has included senior managetmet the
Welsh College of Horticulture, RHS external assessor,
Plant links with a number of international research institutés.
has had experience of largeale commercial horticulturg

Sale and has also run his own successful landscaping and
I\/Iay surgery design business.
2007 There will be about 3,000 new plants in the garden. Apart from 2,600utbs,

there will be 300 herbaceous plants, 140 herbs, 30 ferns and 30 woodgmné. A
few more of them are shown below:
Thanks to the generosity of Nurseries, Friends,
Congregation, and others, the cloisters were
again packed with flowers and plants for our
two-day plant sale. Also on the Saturday there
was a wide selection of cakes and jams.

Chester seemed less busy than in recent years
(probably due to the glorious weather), but
despite a slow start the sale raise@3,200for
our Flowers & Gardens Fund, only a little
below last year’s record. Barclays supported
the event and have again promised a donation.

Embothrium coccineum ‘Inca Flame’
(abowe)

Clematis macropetala ‘Purple Spider’
(top right)
Eremunis stenophyllus (bottom right)

Planting the Heather Bed on the north side
of the Cathedral grounds.(see p. 9)




