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Cloister Garden of the Future   

   

Friends of Chester Cathedral Newsletter 
 

 
 

Redevelopment of the Cloister Garth 
Plans for the Garden inside the Cloisters were adopted 
by the Cathedral Chapter at a special meeting on site in 
February at which the Friends were represented. A 
report by Phil Hunt  proposed the introduction of a wide 
range of interesting new plants, as well as a paved 
herb garden. The proposal was later approved by the 
Fabric Advisory Committee subject to further 
consideration of some plants and the paving materials.   
The Friends have agreed to contribute up to £5,000 
towards the cost of plants and materials, and Phil Hunt 
will carry out most of the ground preparation and 
planting on a voluntary basis with some help from Peter 
Williams, the Cathedral gardener. In the following 
article Phil Hunt describes what is being planned: 

 

Pictures clockwise from top-left: 

Cloister Garth (Spring 2007);    Cardiocrinum giganteum; 

Fritillaria imperialis ‘Aureomarginata’;        Fritillaria meleag ris 

A visit  by Canon Dennis to my garden in Wales to see a specimen 
of Embothrium coccineum ‘IncaFlame’, my suggested replacement 

for the expired Glastonbury thorn 
in the Garth, eventually turned 
simple advice on replacement into 
entire re-planning of the garden.  
The enthusiasm of Trevor Dennis 
was infectious and it was with 
increasing excitement that I 
undertook the challenge to 
transform an ordinary formal 
space into a paradise worthy of 
God’s garden. The inherent 
beauty, peacefulness and 
atmosphere of the surroundings 
was an excellent starting point. 
My vision was to make the area 
more accessible to large groups, to 

create more intimate secluded 
seating, taking full advantage of 
the cloister buttresses and to 
soften the formal aspects of the 
space. 
 Unusually for an Abbey the 
monastic buildings, including the 
cloister ‘sprise garden’ are 
situated to the North of the main 
building. The proximity of 
bedrock whilst a major 
consideration for foundations is a 
serious detriment to pursuits 
horticultural, as is the limited 
sunlight.   
The long process of analysis 
began, surveying all the intricacies 
and protuberances of the cloister buttresses, masses of figures 
translated into a scale plan. Then sunlight on the ground was 
recorded on the hour every hour during the Summer Solstice and at 
the Autumnal Equinox; I am indebted to Peter Williams for taking 
most of these readings. No sunlight falls within the Garth during 
the winter months. After consultation with the Cathedral 
Archaeologist I took detailed soundings of the bedrock at 2m. 
intervals committing to paper the depth of bedrock and 
configuration throughout.  Armed with all this basic information I 
could start on the task of design.  
 The North West sector with its exceptionally shallow soil and full 
mid day sun made it the ideal site for the herb garden, dead turf 
substituted by stone and herbs. The design was loosely based on 
the Jubilee Garden at Ness, which sadly no longer exist.  
Some removal of existing trees and shrubs was needed; one of the 
two Ginkgo bilobas was multi-stemmed and of huge size and 
vigour.  It had the potential to grow in excess of 100 foot, and once 
the canopy entered unobstructed windflow. its inherent instability 
would have threatened the fabric of the cloisters, a fact confirmed 
following its difficult removal in March.  There was concern about 
the Camellias completely obscuring the beautiful windows of the 
cloister, and after these had been 
removed, I cut out the long 
sinuous parabolic curves of the 
borders.  

 The selection of plant material 
was the simple part of the project. 
I worked on the basis that in such 
a very small and immensely 
important site only the most 
exotic species would suffice. 
Scent, colour, form, year-round 
interest and, of course, the ability 
to survive in a difficult site were 
the outstanding criteria. 

Phil Hunt 

 
See also back page 
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Vice Dean’s mid Year Message 
I have been waiting for 
years to see the Cathedral 
Library opened.  When I 
arrived over thirteen years 
ago, the books were 
scattered in various places, 
some at risk of damp and 
mould.  The Library team, 
led then by Canon Roy 
Barker, and the Chapter and 
I were determined to bring 
them into one place, but it 

was not until we gained access to the rooms above St Anselm's 
Chapel, and an internal staircase was installed, that that 
became possible.  A lot of work had to be done beyond the 
creation of the staircase, and the books were boxed up and kept 
out of harm's way.  No sooner was the main part of the work 
completed, than the main room of the Library had to be taken 
over by the choir as a rehearsal room, while the new Song 
School was being built.  The Library remained in limbo, and 
even after the choir moved out, much remained to be done 
before the boxes could be unpacked.  How the Library team 
maintained their morale through all that, especially when Roy 
died after a stroke, is remarkable, but they did, and I wish to 
take this opportunity to pay warm tribute to them. Their 
dedication, professionalism and love of the books in their care 
are beyond praise.  But you, the Friends, deserve considerable 
thanks, also. Without your grant to cover the final work, 
including the painting of the walls of the main room, the 
opening would have been postponed yet further.  As it is, after 
the preview on February 10, which some of you were able to 
attend, the Library is scheduled to be open to members of the 
public as from May 29, and to be opened formally by the Duke 
of Westminster on September 7.  Alleluia! 
The day is coming when we will be singing more alleluias in 
the Cloister Garth.  A few years ago the Friends Council set 
aside the monies raised by the annual Friends Plant Sale for the 
flowers inside the Cathedral, and for the beautification of its 
grounds.  In addition the Council started a scheme for the 
sponsoring of flower arrangements. That scheme and the Plant 
Sale have both been so successful, and support for that 
particular fund from Barclay's Bank so generous, that the 
Council has been able to devote several thousand pounds to the 
grounds and gardens.  Already some of the money has been 
spent on a heather garden near the Song School, and more of it 
is going towards an ambitious and exciting project in the 
Garth, overseen by Phil Hunt, a member of our Nave Choir, 
who has huge expertise in the field, and who has done the 
research, produced the design, and will be putting in many 
hours of labour in the planting, all at his own expense. The 
Garth promises to become a place of stunning beauty and 
tranquillity, which will contribute hugely to the spiritual life of 
the Cathedral, enrich the experience of visitors even more than 
it does at present, and attract people from far and wide.  
Meanwhile, the plans for this year's Plant Sale are in full 
swing, as I well know - I am married to its coordinator! 
As always the Cathedral owes a great deal to the ongoing 
support of its Friends. 

Canon Dr Trevor Dennis - Vice Dean 
Note:  The library will be open to the public by prior arrangement 

from 29 May onwards. – Cathedral Office Contact - Nick Fry 
Tel: 01244 500958 

History of Cathedral Library 

There has been a library at the Cathedral for over 400 years following 
the Leicester Award of 13 February 1582 which provided the sum of 
£4 ‘to furnish a library of divinity’. It is fairly certain that, prior to 
1541, whilst still an abbey, there was a small library of, mainly, 
manuscript books. Recently, Elizabeth Danbury, in her book on life in 
the Abbey of St. Werburgh, states that 21 manuscripts and 1 printed 
book (1482) that belonged to the Abbey are still in existence in 
various European and American libraries. Sadly, none survive at 
Chester. The Polychronicon manuscript, of Ranulph Higden, was 
presented to the Cathedral in 1925 by Mrs. Paget. It is understood that 
Higden’s original manuscript, written at Chester, is now in an 
American library. 

Following the issue of the library’s first catalogue in 1768, which 
listed 627 volumes, considerable additions were made especially in the 
19th and 20th centuries. The present total exceeds 10,000 volumes, 
including 11 incunabules (pre-1501) amongst the 2,500 or so printed 
before 1800. In addition to the Dean & Chapter’s Library, there is the 
‘Jacobson Collection’ of c.1600 volumes, bequeathed to the Diocese 
of Chester c.1884. Other special collections include a large number of 
books relating to Cheshire and the Diocese: The Francis Sanders’, The 
King’s School, and Kingsley Collections; items donated by the County 
Record Office, as well as books picked from the Cathedral’s own 
collection. 

As a result of the often unsuitable places that have housed the library 
in the past, e.g. the Muniment Room [above the South West Porch], 
the Vaulted Chamber [Education Room] and the Chapter House, a 
great number of the older volumes required restoration. Due to the 
untiring efforts of the late Canon Roy Barker, some £80,000 of grants 
were obtained for the re-binding of some of the rarer items. There are 
still many more, especially 18th-century volumes, in need of 
restorative work. The task of checking, re-shelving and cataloguing 
the library following over five years of upheaval during which most 
books had to be boxed, will keep the small band of library volunteers 
busy for many years, but at last the ‘Exhibition Library’ will soon be 
open to visitors. 

Dr Derek Nuttall, M .B.E. (Curator of Early Printed Books.) 

Librarians (from left): John Wolfenden; Canon Trevor Dennis 
(Vice Dean and Canon Librarian); Brian Haslam; Gordon 
Stavert; Dr Derek Nuttall (Curator of Early Printed Books); Dr 
George Chivers (Cathedral Librarian). Other regular members 
of the Library team include Shirley Pargeter and Mary Higson.
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‘King James’s’ Bible   1611  

Title page - Walton’s ‘Polyglot Bible’ 1656 

A 16th –century example of music printing   1555 

Lecture Marking Reopening of Library  

Prof. Philip Alexander (Professor of Post-Biblical Jewish Literature 
University of Manchester) gave a lecture on 10 February, 2007 to 

the Friends of the Cathedral and 
the Chester Theological Society, to 
mark the re-shelving of the books 
and the completion of the first 
stage in the reopening of the 
library. The following article is an 
edited extract of the Foreword to 
Prof. Alexander’s lecture, which 
also quoted from Derek Nuttall’s 
unpublished history of the library.  
 
When my wife, Canon Loveday 
Alexander, told me that Chester 

Cathedral had a library I was at once intrigued to know what was in it. 
Ever since I was a boy, poking around with my father in the second hand 
bookshops of Smithfield Market in Belfast, I have had a passion for old 
books and manuscripts. During my academic career I have worked with 
some of the rarest books and manuscripts in the world (including the 
Dead Sea Scrolls), in some of the world's greatest libraries, and I must 
confess to having acquired a secret vice: I get high on the smell of 
parchment, paper, papyrus, and old leather! My vision of heaven is a 
library full of venerable tomes, and an eternity to browse them. So when 
I heard of the Cathedral Library, I thought, "Chester is an old cathedral, 
and has had some serious scholars attached to it, so I wonder what it has 
collected and kept over the centuries.  Inquiries revealed the Library was 
in boxes, because the Choir was using the Library room while its new 
Song School was being finished, but once the Song School opened the 
books would go back on the shelves, and I was welcome to see what the 
Library had got. 

I mused as I waited impatiently, "Don't get too excited! There may be 
nothing much there - just a small, working collection of 19th and 20th 
century theological textbooks used by the clergy. When I finally got to 
see it, I was astounded. It far surpassed all my expectations. Here was 
one of the best libraries of its kind in the North West, particularly strong 
in theology from the 17th and 18th centuries (one of my own areas of 
interest), and including no less than eleven incunabula - among them a 
Latin Bible printed in 1477 in Cologne, which may be unique! I 
volunteered to give a talk on the collection - and here I am today! 

I want to thank most warmly the staff of the Cathedral, the Dean, Gordon 
McPhate, the Canon Librarian, Trevor Dennis, and above all the small 
and dedicated Library staff, particularly Derek Nuttall, George Chivers 
and Mary Higson, who gave unstintingly of their time to make my access 
possible, and who, with John Wolfenden and the other volunteers, have 
shouldered the burden - a heavy physical burden - of putting the Library 
back together again. I would also pay tribute to the late Roy Barker, 
Trevor Dennis's predecessor as Canon Librarian, who raised substantial  

 

funds to help conserve the 
books and to adapt the 
present premises for 
library use. I found that 
access to the collection 
was eased by a splendid 
catalogue which Derek 
Nuttall has prepared - to 
the highest professional 
standards. Derek has also 
written a short history of 
the Library, on which I 
have drawn with gratitude. 

This talk and the small 
exhibition that goes with it 
reflect my own scholarly 
tastes, but Derek Nuttall 
has added other treasures 
to supplement my choice. 
Some of the items on 
display are obviously 
beautiful and eye-catching; 

others look nondescript. 
But don't be fooled by 
appearances. The real scholar doesn't judge a book by its cover! All  
the items are interesting, and some are very rare indeed. The talk and 
the collection are focussed on what I would call the intellectual history 
of the Cathedral, and more broadly of the city of Chester. As I have 
just said, significant scholars have been associated with the Cathedral 
and the city over the centuries, and, as I had hoped, their books - those 
they wrote and those they owned - have found their way into the 
Library. This makes the Library, as a collection, a significant cultural 
artefact. As librarians today remind us, great libraries are not just 
random accretions of individual books. They are much more than the 
sum of their parts: in their totality they are objects in their own right, 
particularly when, as in this case, they belong to great public 
institutions. The old adage that you can tell a lot about a man from the 
books on his shelves, can be applied to institutions: Chester Cathedral 
Library says a great deal about the Cathedral, and about the city where 
it is located. 
Today's event, I must stress, represents only work in progress. There is 
still much to be done to complete the remaking of the Library. There is 
even more to be done to make the Library truly accessible. That will 
require funds - for continuing the work of conservation, for security, 
for putting the catalogue online, for staffing, and so on. Owning such a 
collection is a burden on scarce resources, but it is also a precious 
inheritance and an immense privilege. I hope that this event may serve 
to pay tribute to the work already done, and stimulate the integration 
of the Library into the life of the Cathedral, so that it becomes part of 
its ongoing mission to feed the mind and the spirit. 

 Philip Alexander 
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CHESTER CATHEDRAL NAVE CHOIR CONCERT 
Director: Ian Roberts  Organist: Philip Rushforth 

Saturday 16 June 2007 at 7.30 pm  
at Chester Cathedral 

Tickets: £10 (£8 concessions) available from Cathedral 
Office, 12 Abbey Square (Tel: 01244 324756) or on the door 

Psalm 48 – Elgar 

Mass in G Minor – Vaghan Williams 

From the Bavarian Highlands – Elgar 

and music by Benjamin Britten, Gustav Holst, Herbert Howells 
and Randall Thomson 

Choir News 

Kevin Coghlan (Friend and member 
of the Cathedral congregation) 

presenting a cheque to the choir. 

Outreach 

The Cathedral Choir - girls and the lay clerks - visited St Mary's 
Church, Plemstall on Mothering Sunday (see photo above). As part 
of our programme of outreach into the community, we try to 
respond to two or three invitations each year to take the choir to 
sing at two or three other churches in the diocese. 
The Music Dept was also pleased to be associated with the "Singing 
Out Loud" project which culminated in 200 local school children 
joining the cathedral choristers in the first performance, in January, 
of "Werburgha" composed by Paul Young. (photo on back page). 
Our participation has enabled members of the Cathedral Music Team 
- staff, lay clerks & a choir parent - to go out into local schools 
(Acresfield, Millview, Newton, Woodfield, St Clares, Dorin Park 
Special School, and Upton High) to help them with their singing. 
This is an important part of the Cathedral's outreach into the 
community; it could also help us with chorister recruitment.  
A repeat of this project could lead to the setting up of a Saturday 
morning choir for young people. 

Choir Tour to USA – October 2007 
 

Plans are well under way for the 
choir tour to the States during 
the Autumn half term. We were 
disappointed that Chevron Oil 
decided not to sponsor us for 
visiting the West Coast, and we 
have therefore changed our 
plans and will now be touring 
Florida instead of California. 

As well as singing two Sunday 
services, we will be performing 
at three concert venues, 
including St Luke's Cathedral, 
Orlando. (see photo – left)  The 
choristers will have the 
opportunity to visit the Kennedy 
Space Centre, Sea World 
Adventure Park, Universal 
Studios, and Disneyland. 
Many thanks to the many 
"Friends" who have already 
shown their financial support for 
the tour. We are, nevertheless, 
still seeking sponsorship! The 
cost, per chorister, will be over 
£1,000. If you are able to make a 
donation, large or small, please 
contact me. 

David Poulter. 
  

 

New Chester Organ CD 
 

French Organ Music from 
Chester Cathedral played by 
Philip Rushforth, Assistant 
Director of Music.  Available 
from the Cathedral Shop 
priced £14.99 
Symphonie no 4 in G minor - 
Louis Vierne (1870 - 1937) 
Arabesque - Louis Vierne 
Symphonie-Passion - Marcel 
Dupre (1886 - 1971) 
 

Recently, Philip Rushforth’s CD was most favourably reviewed on 
BBC Radio 3's CD Review programme. Philip writes.... 
“This recording is an all French programme recorded on the world-
famous cathedral organ.  The nobility, brilliance and warmth of the 
cathedral organ are ideal for Vierne's brooding Symphony, written 
at the time of the Great War.  Marcel Dupre's masterpiece, the 
Symphonie-Passion, originally started life as an improvisation.  In 
four movements it depicts the life of Christ in (1) 'The World 
Awaiting the Saviour'; (2) 'Nativity'; (3)'Crucifixion' and (4) 
'Resurrection'.  It is some of the most powerful music in the organ 
repertoire.”    

Nave Choir Report 
It has been another exciting year for The Cathedral Nave Choir. 
Highlights have included a very successful three days of singing in 
Ripon Cathedral in August, a Choral Evensong at St Mary’s, 
Doddleston in September, a concert at Eccleston church in 
November and a beautifully sung cathedral carol service in 
December.  

The all-French concert that we performed in March, which 
included Faure’s Requiem was greeted with high acclaim. We had 
a full nave and raised over £2,000 for Cathedral funds. 
The Cathedral’s Holy Week devotions began on Palm Sunday, 1st 
April, when the choir gave a liturgical performance of The Saint 
Mark Passion by Charles Wood with John Naylor (tenor) and our 
former bass lay clerk, Jamie Hall (bass) as the soloists. 
June 16th is the date of our next concert (see below). An almost all 
English programme, celebrating in particular the music of Edward 
Elgar. Please do try to come to hear this concert if you possibly 
can. It promises to be a treat! 
A new initiative now started is a special young people’s section of 
the Nave Choir. We are hoping to attract former choristers 
(particularly boys) and their friends. There is a  trend in this 
country of teenage boys not singing. This means that there is a real 
shortage of tenors and basses. The Nave Choir is trying to do its bit 
to redress the balance, so watch this space to see how the exciting 
project develops. 

Ian Roberts
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Please Remember ‘The Friends’ in Your Will  

Over the years many Friends have remembered 
the "Friends of the Cathedral" in their wills and 
this has been greatly appreciated. For the 
convenience of those who would like the Friends 
to benefit from their estate the following form of 
words is suggested:  

I GIVE the sum of ………………………. to "The 
Society of the Friends of Chester Cathedral" 
(Registered Charity No 501740) of Abbey 
Square, Chester, free of all taxes, duties and 
expenses, AND I DIRECT that the receipt of a 
person who appears to be a proper officer of the 
charity shall be a discharge to my Trustees. 

 

Three Chester Organists at an FCM Dinner  
in the Refectory in September 2002 

Left to right -  David Poulter, John Sanders and Roger Fisher 

Chester Cathedral Organ Recitals 2007 
Every Thursday at 1.10 p.m 

JUNE 

  7 Gethin Davies-Jones (Denmark) 
 14 Philip Rushforth 
 21 Thomas Heywood (Australia) 
 28 Ian Roberts 

 

FCM National Gathering in Chester and St Asaph 

Colin Walker, FCM 
representative for the 

Diocese of Chester 

I suppose the confusion is understandable; Friends of this, Friends of 
that, Friends of the other. Many people I have invited to become 
members of the Friends of Cathedral Music (F.C.M.) have responded 
by telling me that they were already members, when in fact they 
were members of the Friends of Chester Cathedral, and not the 
F.C.M. They had simply confused the two. 
Both organisations are of course complementary to each other, 
although the F.C. M. is international in scale rather than affiliated to 
one particular cathedral. My position is the F.C.M's representative for 
the Diocese of Chester and I am but one of 40 representatives who 
hold similar positions at cathedrals around the country whose prime 
task is the recruitment of new members. 
You do not need reminding of the great tradition of cathedral music, 
which is now the envy of many other countries, particularly those on 
the continent who have all but lost that tradition. The standard of 
choral singing in our cathedrals, colleges and many churches is 
incredibly high, and is due to the dedication and professionalism of 
the directors of music and organists who provide the choristers with a 
superb musical training; this of course, coupled with the enthusiasm 
of the Deans and Chapters and the choir parents. Needless to say this 
comes at a price. The cost of maintaining the music department is 
high and it was good to hear the Dean in his talk to the Cathedral 
Forum last autumn confirm the need to seek dedicated funds to keep 
the music department flourishing. At many other cathedrals the 
budget is considerably higher than in Chester, notably those which 
maintain choir schools, whereas our boy and girl choristers are 
recruited from the local area and attend about 20 different schools.  

This is where the F.C.M. plays a prominent part, last year giving 
almost £250,000 in grants to various cathedrals and churches 
throughout the country to assist them to maintain their choral 
traditions. Truro cathedral choir has been in great financial 
difficulties recently with the distinct possibility that it may have to 
close. The F.C.M. has been extremely helpful in this respect and 
Truro now has a new opportunity to continue with its great tradition. 
We in Chester a few years ago received a £10,000 grant, £5,000 of 
which went towards the new Song School and £5,000 bought a piano 
for the Song School. We are currently examining the possibility of 
the F.C.M. endowing a choral scholarship. Every year in addition to 
many diocesan events, there are three National meetings (Gatherings) 
held in various cathedrals around the country over three days, which 
members all over the country attend, and this year Chester has been 
selected to host such a Gathering which will include the A.G.M., this 
on Saturday and Sunday 23rd, and 24th June with a visit to St. Asaph 

Cathedral on Friday 22nd. These events are always inspiring with 
wonderful music from the choir, organ recitals and outings to 
places of interest; culminating with a splendid dinner usually with 
a guest speaker who is prominent in the world of Cathedral Music 
(our Diocesan Gathering guests have included the legendary Dr. 
Francis Jackson and the late John Sanders.) Membership of the 
F.C.M. entitles you to free bi-annual copies of "Cathedral Music", 
a superbly produced magazine (each worth £3) which contain 
excellent highly-informative articles many of which are written by 
organists and choirmasters with full colour photographs and news 
from cathedrals and churches all over the world. It really is an 
excellent read. These are supplemented by two shorter news-type 
publications called "Cathedral Voice". 

The next issue of “Cathedral Music” will contain an interview with 
Roger Fisher in celebration of his 70th. birthday next year. As you 
will know, Roger was organist and Master of the Choristers for 29 
years at Chester Cathedral and the interview contains an 
abundance of his lifetime experiences. 

Our current Director of Music, David Poulter and his team are 
doing sterling work in maintaining the priceless heritage of great 
music in a great cathedral. Chester Diocese currently stands in 
seventh position in the F.C.M. membership stakes for all the U.K. 
cathedrals. How wonderful it would be if all members of the 
Friends of Chester Cathedral also became members of the F.C.M. 
when we would then head the list. Go on - it's only a tenner (no 
upper limit) - and I'll win a bottle of champagne! 

Colin Walker (Tel: 01928 733326) 
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Some Cathedral Events – June to December 2007 
This is not a full list of events and is subject to alteration  

June  
Sunday 10th  Congregational Lunch 
Sunday 17th    Friends Day – see enclosed notice 
Thursday 21st    St Werburgh Festival 
Saturday /Sunday  23rd & 24th   Midsummer Watch Parade 
         - ditto -    Friends of Cathedral Music Gathering 

July  
Sunday 1st    Ordination of Deacons 
Thursday 5th    Chester Summer Music Festival Concert 
    - John Lill 
Saturday  7th   Chester Diocesan Youth Service 
Thursday 12th   Chester Summer Music Festival Concert
    - BBC Philharmonic 
Saturday 14th   Ordination of Priests 
Saturday 21st   Chester Summer Music Festival Concert
    - Tenebrae 
Thursday 26th   Chester Summer Music Festival Concert
    - Royal Liverpool Philharmonic 

August  
Tuesday Tuesday 7th   Chester Summer Music Festival Concert 

    - National Youth Orchestra of Spain 
Saturday 25th   Association of British Choral Directors 
    - Concert - Inspiring Voices 

September  
Friday 7th   Opening of the Cathedral Library 
Saturday 8th   Heritage Open Day 
Saturday 15th   Licensing of Parish Workers 
 25th  – 29th   Pilgrim Days 

October  
Saturday 6th  Prom Praise 
Saturday 20th   Readers Licensing Service 

November  
Saturday 3rd  RSCM Festival Service 

December  
See list of Christmas Services in late November 

Monday 24th   Cathedral Carol Service 
 

Cathedral Services All subject to occasional variations as published 
Weekdays:  0730  Morning Prayer (St Anselm's Chapel) 

  1230  Eucharist (1130 on Thursdays) 

  1730  Choral Evensong 

Saturdays:  0900  Morning Prayer (St Anselm's Chapel)  

  0930  Eucharist 

  1615  Choral Evensong 

Sundays:  0800  Prayer Book Communion Service (said) 

  1000  Cathedral Eucharist 

  1130  Sung Mattins or Prayer Book Eucharist (3rd & 5th 
Sundays) 

  1530  Choral Evensong 

  1830  Evening Service 1st & 5th Sundays 

Opening Hours  Monday – Saturday Sunday  
Cathedral (for visitors) 0900 - 1700 1300 - 1600 

Cathedral Shop 0930 - 1700 1100 – 1600 

Refectory 0930 - 1630   

 

 

Life Member Lilian Widdowson  
 100 not out! 

 
Is Lilian the 
longest serving 
member of the 
Friends of Chester 
Cathedral? Or is 
she the oldest 
member? Or both? 
Lilian Foster was 
born in 

Birkenhead on 17th April 1907 and her whole 
career was spent in the teaching profession in the 
Birkenhead area. In 1948 she became head teacher 
of St Saviour’s School, Oxton and continued there 
until her retirement in 1972. Our three children all 
started their school life there and benefited greatly 
from her enthusiasm, her energy and her caring 
attitude to all her pupils. 
A few years after her retirement she married an 
American Max Widdowson at a lovely service in 
St Saviour’s Church, Oxton and they made their 
main home in Huntington Beach, California but 
retained Lilian’s flat overlooking the school in 
Oxton and visited for a few months each summer. 
After Max died, Lilian continued her visits to her 
flat in Oxten, but preferred the warmth of the 
Californian sunshine to the rigours of an English 
winter for most of the year. On her arrival in 
Oxton each summer a large group of her friends 
rallied round to welcome her back and keep her 
diary full of activities. One year we had the 
pleasure of taking her to the spectacular Flower 
Festival in Chester Cathedral which she found 
delightful and most impressive. 
And what about the claim that she is the longest 
serving member of the Friends? Well, she 
remembers becoming a Friend, and a Life Member 
before World War II. Apparently the membership 
records don’t show the year of entry into 
membership, but the Treasurer tells us that for a 
number of years he held in his records two 
apparently unconnected members, Lilian Foster in 
Oxton, a Life member, and Lilian Widdowson in 
California who regularly sent contributions to the 
Friends. It was only when Lilian Widdowson in 
California received a ‘reminder’ about her regular 
contribution that she discovered that they were the 
same person and that the regular contributions 
were voluntary payments because Lilian thought 
she had had such good value from her Life 
Membership! 
The claim that Lilian is the oldest Friend is easier 
to check. Are there any other centenarians in the 
Friends of Chester Cathedral? If so we’d be 
pleased to hear from you. 
Lilian was in Oxton for a few weeks in the summer 
of 2006 and after her 100th birthday on 17 April 
hopes to be back again this summer, given good 
luck and the help of airline staff. She is assured of 
another warm welcome. 

Kathleen and Peter Stirrup 
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Chester Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

20 – 29 March 2007 led by Bishop Peter 

15 members of the Cathedral congregation plus the Dean and Canon 
Christopher Burkett were part of the Chester Diocesan group of 200. 

Although much was said about our pilgrimage beginning with a very 
long day of travel and security checks, it really began when on 
Wednesday 21st March we viewed the city of Jerusalem from the Mount 
of Olives and then followed the Palm Sunday route down to the Garden 
of Gethsemane. The Church of the Agony was the first of the many 
beautiful churches we visited, created by the Italian architect Antonio 
Barluzzi for the Franciscans in accordance with the scriptural 
significance of the site. 
During our time in Jerusalem the pain and anguish of Christ's 
condemnation and crucifixion were constantly with us. Whilst the 
Garden of Gethsemane is now both beautiful and tranquil the Betrayal 
did take place there. Whilst following the Via Dolorosa provided us with 
a tourist's view of busy bustling heavily peopled narrow streets it also 
gave a vivid and painful idea of the very real, very human pain that 
Christ the Son of God suffered for mankind. 

Five wonderful and very different services were shared by the two 
hundred pilgrims. We had a service on the Sea of Galilee when the group 
were taken out in two very simple wooden boats and were perhaps able 
to feel something of the way it was to be on the lake with Christ two 
thousand years ago. Three Eucharists took place; In St. Georges's 
Cathedral with the soon to retire Bishop of Jerusalem, in St. Anne's 
Church by the Pools of Bethesda, where Charlotte sang "How Deep the 
Father's Love" with spine chilling beauty and on the penultimate day of 
our pilgrimage at the Mount of Beatitudes looking down on the Sea of 
Galilee and surrounded by Jerusalem's myriad wild flowers. The fifth 
service took place at Yardenit, the baptismal site on the River Jordan 
when baptismal vows were reaffirmed and that sense of a loving 
community of pilgrims was so very evident. 

We listened to a Palestinian Muslim peaceworker whose work 
sometimes means that he is seen as a betrayer of his own people. We 
heard the Israeli deputy minister for tourism plead Israel's case. We 
encountered warmth and friendliness from everyone we met. We grieved 
for the past at Yad Vashem, the Holocaust memorial and for the present 
at that grey, grey wall dividing Israel and Palestine. Listening to the 
history of Israel we grieved for mankind's always evident brutality. 

We laughed when at the Dead Sea we anointed ourselves with Bishop 
Peter's black mud and as we struggled to regain our balance in water so 
viscous. We saw Bar Mitzvah celebrations at the Wailing Wall. 

We rejoiced at the topography of a land where the road from Jericho to 
Jerusalem followed the route of the past, the route that Christ walked. A 
land where there is both fertility and barrenness, and where we could 
visualize Christ and his Disciples and Biblical events with greater clarity. 
There were the historical/archaeological sites Qumran, Masada,Caesarea.  

Paraphrasing from the Pilgrims' Prayer to Christ we did see him in "the 
stone" and in "his people •"in their love and compassion, their sadness 
and their joy their determination to be there however difficult the path. 
This was a happy and an inspirational pilgrimage which will give the 
coming Holy Week an increased understanding. 

Ann LeBrocq         

 
St Werburgh Pilgrimage 

David Pickering in February 2007 with the Catholic Bishop of 
Shrewsbury Rt Rev. Brian Noble (left) and the Bishop of Chester, 
Rt Rev. Peter Forster (right).  Photo: Chester Standard 

 

David Pickering (Chairman of the Cathedral Council 2000 – 
2006) will be leading a re-enactment of pilgrimage from 
Hanbury in Staffordshire to Chester, based on an event that 
occurred in 907. St Werburgh died in 706 but the Viking 
invasion raised fears that her remains might be defiled, so her 
bones were brought to Chester for safe-keeping. The later 
Benedictine monastery, founded in 1092, was dedicated to the 
saint and her shrine still stands in the Lady Chapel at the 

Cathedral. 
As a modern day pilgrim David decided that he is not going to 
shave between 3rd February (St. Werburgh Saints Day) and 21st 
June, the commemoration day for the Translation of the Relics 
from Hanbury to Chester Cathedral. During this time, David 
will adopt the name of Cedric the Conversi. Cedric was the 
name of a character in Episode 11 of the Chester Historical 
Pageant 1937. Conversi is a bearded trainee monk.  
The four-day 70-mile pilgrimage from Hanbury starts on 17 
June reaching Chester on Thursday, June 21. David said: 'I look 
forward to a number of people walking the whole route with 
me. We hope for a significant number of people and children to 
walk the last few miles into Chester to a reception at the 
Cathedral.' 

If you would like to join the pilgrimage, 
e-mail d.pickering@meadowchester.co.uk 

David Pickering (2nd from right) was joined in March by Canon Chris 
Humphries (center) and a group of other would be pilgrims dressed as 
monks for a walk around Chester’s city walls as a warm up for the 
bigger pilgrimage in June.  Photo: Chester Chronicle 
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shop@chestercathedral.com 

If you go down 
to the shop 

today, you will 
be sure of a big 

surprise!

 

New Chair of the Cathedral Council
Earlier this year, Mr Ian Dunn was 
appointed as Chair of the Cathedral 
Council, in succession to Mr David 
Pickering who had chaired the Council 
since it was formed in 2000 under the 
statutory Cathedrals Measure 1999. 
Ian has lived in Cheshire since boyhood 
and is a regular worshipper at the 
Cathedral. He was educated at Queen Mary 
College and University College, London. 
In 1985 he was appointed County Archivist 

of Cheshire and Diocesan Archivist. Ian has lectured in Archive 
Studies at Liverpool University and was elected as a Fellow of the 
Society of Antiquaries in 1988. He has also been both County 
Librarian and County Secretary. From 1988 until early this year he 
chaired Chester Cathedral's Fabric Advisory Committee. 
In addition, Ian has served as a member of the Church of England 
Reviewing Committee for the Care of Cathedrals Measure from 
1999, and as a member of Chester Cathedral's Transitional Council 
from 1998. He has sat on the Cathedral Council since 2000 as the 
appointed representative from Cheshire County Council. 

In 2006 Ian was appointed Custos of the Cathedral and currently 
works as the County Council's Director for Regional Affairs.  
 

Cathedral Management Changes 
Key changes have been taking place at Chester Cathedral with the 
aim of strengthening the management team. A commercial 
directorate, headed by Jo Sykes as commercial director, was 
established last year with responsibility for the development of 
commercial enterprises, special events, the Refectory and the 
increased use of Cathedral buildings and grounds. Now an 
operational directorate has been established and Major General Keith 
Skempton has been appointed as the first director of operations. He 
was born in Chester and has served a full military career, during 
which he commanded the 1st Battalion, The Cheshire Regiment, at 
the Dale. In April he commented on his new role as follows: 

“I have been the Director of Operations 
for just over a month. My responsibilities 
cover the “operational” aspects of the 
Cathedral and its precinct, to ensure the 
proper functioning of the Cathedral as a 
place of worship and for the many other 
activities for which it serves.  This 
responsibility includes the standard of 
excellence in both liturgical and secular 
arrangements and the general presentation 
of the Cathedral and its precinct that 
includes the fabric and its maintenance.  
My portfolio includes tourism and the 
visitors experience as well as aspects of 

fundraising to support all these activities. 

This is a very special place in the heart of this county capital and 
there are very real opportunities for improving standards as well as 
the value of the Cathedral, not just to the regular congregation and 
supporters, but also to the broader community.  The Friends are only 
to well aware of some of the recent financial constraints, but I 
believe that these will be overcome.  I certainly would not have 
accepted the position if I did not see the potential to make Chester 
Cathedral the jewel of this historic city.  There is a lot to be done, but 
I have found many willing helpers and supporters in the Cathedral 
community, and I hope that I can contribute to the Cathedral’s 
progress.” 

Keith Skempton 

 
 

Archbishop Kyrill visits Chester Cathedral

The Dean with Russian Archbishop Vladika Kyrill and 
Father Paul Elliott   Photo: ChesterChronicle.  

On Tuesday 20 February, Chester Cathedral was honoured to 
receive a visit from Archbishop Kyrill, the Russian Orthodox 
Archbishop of San Francisco and Western America who was in 
this country on a pastoral visit to churches in Birkenhead and 
Felixstowe. The Archbishop was met by the Dean and led prayers 
at the Shrine of St Werburgh who is regarded as a Saint by the 
Orthodox Church. Father Paul Elliott from the Russian Orthodox 
Parish Church of St Elizabeth the New Martyr, Birkenhead 
accompanied him, and members of the church also attended the 
short service of prayer. 
Taken from the Russian Orthodox website..."We were treated to the 
generous hospitality of the Dean and staff at Chester Cathedral, who 
permitted us to use the Lady Chapel in the retro-choir for a Moleben 
service. We were then treated to a guided tour of the cathedral, and took a 
walk around Chester, visiting the ancient city walls, before returning to 
the cathedral refectory for a delicious lunch" 

 New ranges include gardening angels, church 
mice, (of all kinds), “wild goose”, puppets and 
wooden toys. 

 We are fast becoming famous for our cards - 
have you seen them yet? 

 Tempting delicious chocolates, wines and 
liqueurs are proving very popular. 

 The new range of bibles for all ages make 
perfect gifts for Christenings, Confirmations, 
First Communion amongst other special 
occasions. 
So please come down to the shop today  

or maybe on Sunday!  
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Friends Events  
Tuesday 5 June   - Outing to Ellesmere Boat Museum, Pud ding Lunch  

 at Willington Hall, and visit to Arley Hall. - Fully Booked  

Sunday 17 June - Friends Day in the Cathedral    - See enclosed details  

11  & 12 September - Autumn Outing to Hereford  - See enclosed details  
Including visits to the Wedgwood factory, 
Hereford Cathedral and Dudmaston 
House.. A wonderful two day outing 
including meals, travel, hotel 
accommodation, and dinner. Places are 
limited and last year’s outing was sold out, 
so do book early.  
 

 
Autumn Lecture    - details not yet available  

New Heather Garden 

From left to right: Peter Williams (Cathedral Gardener);  Nick Fry 
(Friends Secretary);  Simon Brown (Barclays Cashier);  Amanda Ellis 

(Barclays Assistant Manager);  Canon Christopher Humphries;  
Richard Towndrow (Friends Treasurer). 

 
In March some staff from Barclays Bank helped with the planting out 
of a variety of heathers in the area behind the new Song School as 
part of Barclays Bank’s ‘Committed to Communities’ scheme where 
bank staff volunteer their help to community organisations to carry 
out various projects. The planting was in partnership with the Friends  
- Barclays contributed £500 towards the plants and the rest came 
from the Friends Flowers & Gardens Funds. 

This planting completes work done during the winter by Peter 
Williams (Cathedral Gardener) and David Andrews to tidy up the 
stone walls and create a new garden area on the north side of the 
Cathedral. This was the last part of the work necessitated by the 
building of the Cathedral’s Song School.  See also picture on back 
page.  

Information for the Cathedral Chronicler 
The Cathedral Chronicler, Bruce Bright, selects relevant information 
related to the Cathedral from local and national papers and other 
sources, as well as the Cathedral’s own printed information. This is 
included on a week by week basis in a Commonplace Book which 
forms a record of the activities of the Cathedral, clergy, staff and 
congregation. If you come across any interesting references to 
Chester Cathedral then please send them to: 

Mr Bruce Bright, Cathedral Chronicler,  
The Cathedral Office, 12 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU. 

 
Friends Grants in 2007 

 
A second Friends grant of £500 has enabled ten 

more garden benches to be repaired / re-
varnished during the past winter. 

 
So far this year, we have approved a number of new grants in 
response to requests from the Cathedral Chapter. Whilst we do not 
agree to all their suggestions, we try to ensure that improvement 
grants are made for a range of projects which support both 
Cathedral priorities as well as the wishes of the Friends Council. 
 

2007 Grants approved to date  
(including previous commitments)  

See page 11 for 2006 Financial Summary 
£2,000 Plants / garden - winter 2006/7 (see column on left) 

£500 Refurbish 10 more Garden Seats (see above) 
£5,000 Replanting of the Cloister Garth (see pages 1 & 12) 

Up to £1,475 Remaining Lent Vestments 
Up to £2,000 Cassock Albs for Altar Servers 

Up to £2,000 Protective window blinds for Cathedral Library 
£500 Flower Pedestals (await agreement on design) 

As required Flowers used by the Cathedral Flower Arrangers  
 

Richard Towndrow 
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Minutes of the Friends 2006 AGM
held on Sunday 25 June in the Chapter House 

Present: 
The Dean of Chester and all those who signed the Register 
The Vice-Dean; Nicholas Fry (Hon Secretary); Richard Towndrow 
(Hon Treasurer); Derek Jackson (Hon Membership Secretary). 

The meeting opened with Prayer. 
Apologies: Had been received from the Bishop of Chester and 29 
other Friends. 
In Memoriam: Friends who had died in the past year were 
remembered in silence. 
Minutes of the previous AGM held on Sunday 19 June 2005 were 
approved as a true record of that meeting after minor textual 
corrections had been made. 

Matters arising: There were no matters arising. 
The Council Report printed in the Annual Report was adopted and 
approved by the Meeting. 
The Hon. Treasurer’s Report: Financial details were distributed 
with the Annual Report. The Hon Treasurer reported a steady rise in 
income, (10% up over previous year) and emphasised the importance 
of Gift Aid. The Plant Sale had once again been very successful and 
the flower donations were also doing well. He noted that two 
newsletters were being produced for the same costs as one annual 
report in 2001. 
The auditor, Mr Benjamin Morris was thanked by the Meeting and 
was re-appointed as Hon. Auditor. 
Mr James Gillespie proposed the adoption of the Financial Report; 
this was seconded by Mrs Margaret Byatt, and agreed unanimously 
by the meeting. 
Hon. Membership Secretary’s Report: The Hon Membership 
Secretary’s report had been printed in the Annual Report. The 
Friends now have 865 members, which represents a 13.6% rise in 
numbers. This equates to about four new members a month. 
Election of Officers: Mr Nicholas Fry, Mr Richard Towndrow and 
Mr Derek Jackson were re-elected as Hon Secretary, Hon Treasurer 
and Hon Membership Secretary respectively.  
Election of Council Members: Three nominations had been 
received (Mr Randal Hibbert, Mr Roger Miln and Mr Ken Ball) and 
all were elected to Council. 
Two nominations were made at the Meeting. Both were duly elected: 

- Mrs Margaret Caven, proposed by Mrs Anne Le Brocq and 
seconded by Mrs Hazel Ross 

- Mrs Anne Le Brocq, proposed by Mrs Rosemary Little and 
seconded by Mr Peter Byatt 

Any Other Business:  
- Mrs Jean Wearne suggested an exhibition about the window in 

the Refectory and this was referred to Chapter for consideration. 
- The Meeting wished to compliment Mr Richard Towndrow and 

Mr James Gillespie on the excellent quality of the newsletters. 
Cathedral Report: The Dean and Vice-Dean reported on the past 
year in the Cathedral.  

There being no further business, the Dean closed the Annual 
General Meeting with the Grace. 

Friends Report – Review of the Year 2006

Reviews are especially difficult things to write. Should one try and 
give an “in-depth” account of all that has happened during the past 
twelve months or would it be better to stick to an overview of the 
year? Perhaps the best course of action is to try and balance the 
two!  
Overall, this has been a year of consolidation of our membership 
and our finances. New members have been recruited steadily over 
the year (although not in as great a number as we would have 
liked) and the membership list has been revised to give a truer 
reflection of the membership. A number of events have taken 
place. The Spring Outing to the Boat Lift at Anderton and 
Capesthorne Hall was a great success. The latter due to the 
hospitality we received from Mr and Mrs William Bromley 
Davenport who were the perfect hosts. Later in the year, all 
enjoyed the overnight visit to Carlisle, and we were made warmly 
welcome wherever we went. It was a particular pleasure to meet up 
once again with the Bishop of Penrith (Canon James Newcome 
when he was at Chester Cathedral).  

The Director of the Zoo, Professor Gordon McGregor Reid, gave 
the Cathedral Lecture and Professor Philip Alexander, as an 
introduction to the renovated Library, gave another lecture in 
February; both these events were much appreciated by all those 
attending.  
The Friends have made grants towards a number of projects 
including the renovation of the Library, new vestments, the 
refurbishment of garden benches and new planting around the 
Cathedral - in particular around the Slype in conjunction with our 
neighbours from Barclays’ Bank. Much of this work is understated 
but very necessary as it helps to enhance the Cathedral and its 
grounds. However, we look forward to something that can 
truthfully be called ‘spectacular’. The replanting of the Cloister 
Garth; work has already started - so watch this space! Approval 
has also been given for grants in 2007 for new Servers’ robes and 
protective window blinds for the Cathedral Library. 

Nick Fry 

Obituary 
 

We remember with sadness, but with gratitude, 
the lives of recently deceased Friends 

 

 Mr. D. F. Ashton Mr T W Scragg    

 Miss Vivien Gear Miss  P.M. Thompson  

 Mr. D.M. Kermode Mr. & Mrs. D.G. Williams   

   Mrs. Morris-Jones Mr. P. F. Woolk 

 Mr. D. J. Morris 

 
If we have omitted any names from the list we extend our 
sincerest apologies and would ask that we receive appropriate 
details for inclusion next year 
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Financial Summary 2001 - 2006 
Full copies of the audited 2006 accounts are included separately 

  INCOME (£) 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 
  Subscriptions received 7,046 7,178 7,221 7,641 8,862 9,172 

  Tax Refund (Covenants / Gift Aid) 1,008 1,124 977 1,162 1,492 1,768 

  Donations for Flowers - - - - 2,968 1,263 

  Plant Sale (Craft Sale 2002 & 2003) 2,763 2,049 3,484 3,363 3,428 3,455 

  Functions & Outings  471 310 505 827 921 859 

  Friends Scarves & Ties  1,057 517 468 - - - 

  Income excl. interest, donations etc. 12,345 11,178 12,655 12,993 17,671 16,517 

   Interest received 4,965 4,220 3,210 3,961 4,048 4,287 

  Donations & Legacies 16,400 1,262 2,198 3,179 2,431 3,836 

  TOTAL INCOME 33,710 16,660 18,063 20,133 24,150 24,640 

  EXPENDITURE (£)  

  Refurbishment of Cloister Room -     - - - 9,095 - 

  Library improvements - 2,000 - - - 2,000 

  Nave Curtains (for SW and W Doors) 1,803 2,697 - - - - 

  Song School (Rose Window & Stone Cross) - 34,000 - - - - 

  Window Grill (2002) / CCTV (2004) - 3,112 - 16,200 - - 

  Cathedral Flowers 1,000 1,000 1,000 3,000 4,124 3,115 

  Gardens, Benches, Paths etc - - 1,000 809 1,600 500 

  Music  - Choir (Choir Folders 2001) 1,800 1,000 1,000 1,000 - - 

            - Song School Organ Overhaul - - - - 1,544 - 

  UHV Microphones - - - 3,626 - - 

  Madonna & Child Statue  2,970 - - - - - 

  Vestments - 835 - 711 - 525 

  Miscellaneous Small Grants           -          -          -       300      225            - 

  Total Grants 7,573 44,644 3,000 25,646 16,589 6,240 

  Operating expenses* 3,013 3,116 1,716  3,022   3,035   3,538 

    TOTAL EXPENDITURE   1100,,558866  4477,,776600  44,,771166  2288,,666688  1199,,662244  99,,777788  

 
  SURPLUS / ( - ) DEFICIT 23,124 -31,100 13,347 -8,535 4,525 14,862 
  
  TOTAL NET ASSETS  125,012 93,912 107,259 98,723 103,249 118,111 
 

* Newsletters twice p.a. from 2004.    2006 operating expenses were £3138 net of advertising revenue. 

Financial Report for 2006

Subscription income for 2006 (including 
Gift Aid refund) at £10,940 was nearly six 
percent up on the previous year, and 
investment income was similarly higher at 
£4,287. A generous donation of £3,000 
was received from Barclays (The Friends' 
Bankers) in association with the Plant 
Sale. 

The Plant Sale (Proceeds for Flowers and 
Gardens) had another excellent outcome 
yielding £3,455 which was just above the 
2005 figure. In 2006 the Friends continued 
to fund the cost of flowers used by the 
Cathedral’s voluntary flower arrangers 
throughout the year, and we raised an 
additional £1,263 in individual donations 
for the purchase of flowers, memorials etc. 
Flower income was lower due to fewer 
wedding flower donations in 2006. 
Grants for the year totalled £6,140, made 
up of £3,115 on flowers in the Cathedral, 
£2,000 for refurbishment of the Library, 
£525 for Lenten Vestments, and £500 on 
the refurbishment of a number of benches 
in the Cathedral gardens. Another 10 
benches were re-varnished in spring 2007 
at a similar cost. (for approved 2007 
grants see page 9). 

Operating expenses were higher due to an 
increase in the number of copies printed of 
each of the two newsletters, but this was 
offset by £400 of donations received for 
advertisements.  
There was an overall surplus of £14,862 
for the year, and a net deficit of £6,901 for 
the past 5 years.           

Richard Towndrow 
 

Membership Secretary’s Report 2006-7 

The records for the last year show a drop in our membership figures. 
This is partly due to a fairly quiet year where applications have come 
in steadily – but slowly. We have also removed from the current 
records the names of Members where subscriptions have not been 
paid for a few years. It is sometimes difficult to know the reason for 
non-payment. Not only do members pass away during a year - but 
people also move out of the area. If no-one notifies us in these cases 
the only indication we have is ‘returned mail’ or a ‘nil return’ when 
the subscription reminders are sent out. It would be useful if 
members could notify either the Treasurer or myself when they know 
of a member who has died or moved out of the area.    

 
Derek Jackson 

  
 

2006 Accounts 
 
A full copy of the 2006 accounts 
is separately enclosed. Once 
again, we wish to thank Mr 
Benjamin Morris - Honorary 
Auditor - (pictured left) who has 
audited our accounts since 1997.   

Total Membership  835 (867)*  Ordinary Members  653 (674)*  Life Members 119 (128)*   Link Parishes     63 (65)*  
New Members (April 2006 – March 2007)   47 (89)* 

Dr. Srihan Ayyamuthu Mrs.M. Cornes Miss Lorna Gray Mr. & Mrs. A. Madel Maj. Gen. & Mrs. K. Skempton 
Mr.L.I.Bell Mrs. M. Cotterill Mr. R. Hodva Mr.J. Matheson Mr.& Mrs.Trevor Barnston 
Ms H.L Booth Mrs.E.M.Curtis Mrs.S. Hurley Mr.& Mrs.J. McLannahan Prof.& Mrs.G. J..White  
Mrs. S. Brigham Mrs.M.Eaton Mr.K.C. Ineson Mr. & Mrs.J.B.Oliver Mr.& Mrs.P. Wiilliams  
Prof. & Mrs.F.M. Burdekin Mr. D. Farrell Mr.& Mrs.M.J.Jackson Mr. & Mrs.P.Powers Mrs. P. J. Woodhead  
Mr. & Mrs. D.B. Catt Ms J.Forty Mrs.D.Knight Miss L.Rivett Mr. & Mrs. J. Young  
Miss L.Collins Mr. L. Fowler Mr.J.H.Lyth Mr. & Mrs. P. Roberts  

* Previous year’s figures in brackets 
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"Singing Out Loud" - 200 local school children with the Cathedral choristers in 
the 1st performance of "Werburgha" in January. (see page 4) 

 

Cloister Garden of the Future (continued from front page) 
Phil Hunt - a member of the Cathedral’s Nave Choir – is a 
botanist with a lifetime’s horticultural experience. 
Academically this has included senior management at the 
Welsh College of Horticulture, RHS external assessor, and 
links with a number of international research institutes. He 
has had experience of large-scale commercial horticulture 
and has also run his own successful landscaping and tree 
surgery design business.  

There will be about 3,000 new plants in the garden. Apart from 2,600 bulbs, 
there will be 300 herbaceous plants, 140 herbs, 30 ferns and 30 woody plants. A 
few more of them are shown below: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Embothrium coccineum ‘Inca Flame’ 
(above) 

Clematis macropetala ‘Purple Spider’ 
(top right)  

Eremunis stenophyllus (bottom right) 
 

 
 
 

Singing Out Loud

Flower Donations 
Liz Hardman and the Flower Arrangers, as 
well as the Cathedral and the Friends, wish 
to thank those who made donations for 
Easter Lilies, and also to thank all those who 
have made such generous flower donations 
during the past year. 

 
Leaflets for Flower Donations or Memorial 

Arrangements are available from Cathedral Office 
Enquiries to: Mrs Liz Hardman  

(Tel: 07946396820) or  
c/o The Friends of Chester Cathedral,  
12 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU 

 

Cathedral Flowers

Easter Flowers at the High Altar 

 

 
Plant 
Sale  
May 
2007 

 
 
Thanks to the generosity of Nurseries, Friends, 
Congregation, and others, the cloisters were 
again packed with flowers and plants for our 
two-day plant sale. Also on the Saturday there 
was a wide selection of cakes and jams.  

Chester seemed less busy than in recent years 
(probably due to the glorious weather), but 
despite a slow start the sale raised £3,200 for 
our Flowers & Gardens Fund, only a little 
below last year’s record. Barclays supported 
the event and have again promised a donation. 

Planting the Heather Bed on the north side 
of the Cathedral grounds. (see p. 9) 


